
a message from Jeffery Moore, intentional interim pastor

Holy Week was amazing! All the hard work and preparation by so many people (especially 
the musicians) really paid off—the services were moving and inspirational, and wasn’t it 
great to see the church so full?! Thank you to all who worked so hard and to all who came.  
I feel like we properly celebrated Jesus sacrifice and his resurrection. 
He is risen indeed, Alleluia!

We’re about to celebrate another great day, when 13 of our young people stand boldly in 
front and confirm that this Christian faith is their faith. Years ago their parents brought 
them to Holy Baptism, where the Triune God welcomed them into the family of believers.  
For years they’ve been studying and exploring the faith, and now they will say to us and to 
the world that it’s not just their parents’ faith—they will say “I believe” with understanding 
and conviction. What a great celebration. I pray that each of us will be inspired by their 
confession of faith to reaffirm our own.

A little over a year ago, when the folks at St. Matthew, Westland, Mich., were interviewing 
me before calling me as their interim pastor, one woman struggled with exactly what 
question she wanted to ask. Essentially she wondered whether, as an interim pastor, I 
would still be like a “real” pastor. I figured out, finally, what she was really asking, and 
answered, “Yes, I will love you!” I knew that was the right answer, because it’s true. Despite 
the short time I’m at each place, God does create a bond of love between pastor and 
people—that’s his gift to us.  So please count on that in all our interactions—I love you 
with the love God has given us to share.

As I write this I’ve had a chance to sit down with six of the small groups in what I’m 
calling our “cottage meetings” (though many of them have been at church rather than 
at members’ homes), about 45 people so far. I’m hoping to talk with about three times 
that number, at least. My questions are about what Faith is doing well, what we’re doing 
poorly, what your main concerns are, who you think should be in leadership in the future, 
and what you’re looking for in your next pastor. I’ve been meeting with groups that have 
already gone through the “Goliath Must Fall” study, but I’d also like to put together some 
groups of people who didn’t participate in that study. Watch for information on how you 
can sign up to participate in one of these other groups, please, I want your input too.

Personally, Lisa and I are still enjoying our time in Topeka—maybe even more so now that 
the weather has improved. Spring has been beautiful. Thanks for bringing us here to serve 
the Lord alongside you.
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The 8th grade students that 
underwent a 2-year confirmation 
instruction will be professing the 
faith in which they were baptized 
on Sunday, May 5 in the 11:00 
service. A reception will be in the 
lobby at 10:30.
As part of their final instruction,  
the Spiritual Life Board will meet 
one on one with each confirmand 
in order that the confirmand's faith 
may be verbalized and affirmed.
Those being confirmed are: 

Emily Grotbeck. Caleb Hillrichs. 
Matthew Hubka. Isaiah Huesers. 
Anika Jennings. Brynne Liedtke. 

Sheamus McGuigan. 
Thaddeus Moore. Joseph Myers. 
Kerstin Schmitt. Jasmine Wills. 
Zachary Wills. Isaac Wilson.

  Confirmed in Faith



  faith lutheran church . topeka, kansas2

The Grow to Share One Fund balance for March was a positive 
$28,615 with contributions of $117,506 and expenses of $88,891.              

Year to date the Grow to Share fund is a positive $56,918 with 
contributions of $311,766 and expenses of $254,848.  Through 
March, contributions are $8,077 higher than the same period    
last year.  

Order OF BuSineSS
Ray Moran will chair a committee to review the congregation’s 
Constitution and Bylaws.  The committee will make recommenda-
tions for revisions to council and then presented for approval by 
the voter’s assembly.

Topeka Lutheran School is raising tuition effective with the 2019 
– 2020 school term to $6,800 per student, which is a $500 per 
student increase from the current rate. The congregation provides 

tuition assistance at 60 percent for one student, 65 percent for 
two students, and 70 percent for three or more family students.   

Council accepted request from Topeka Lutheran School to 
schedule closing for the purchase of the Center for Young Children 
property at the end of June. Council met four days after Topeka 
Lutheran School announced discontinuing operations at this site 
and with additional developments related to that announcement,  
a certain date when they will vacate the facility was not available.  

There will be an informational meeting with the Lutheran School 
Association of Topeka, on Wednesday, May 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
regarding the recent decision to close the CYC. Faith's TLS Board 
members are expected to attend and other board members may 
be present to provide information. Additionally, there will be a 
Voters Meeting on Sunday, May 12, at 12:15 p.m., to discuss the 
purchase of CYC and leasing options.

Lay Leadership Council and congregational business

Top 10 reasons to join Altar Guild
You will be serving the Lord in His place of worship.1. 

You will be making an offering of your time and talents in ministry to your church family.2. 

You will be helping to facilitate and enhance our worship services and particularly the Eucharist experience.3. 

You will be working behind the scenes preparing the altar for communion or covering after the service.4. 

You will be learning about the colors of the church seasons, and the different items on the altar and       5. 
how they are used.

You will be taking care of beautiful linens and the pastors’ and acolytes’ robes.6. 

You will meet new people and have a great opportunity for fellowship.7. 

You will only need to serve one or two months out of the year based on your preferences.8. 

You will grow in faith and have fun!9. 

Faith Lutheran Church needs you!! 10. 

Contact Karen Peterson at 232-5330 or peterway2@sbcglobal.net to find out how you can serve.                    

VBS  2019

JUNE 17 - 21 evenings  |  5:15 dinner . 6:00-8:15 activities  |  PS-5th grade

This epic African adventure engages the whole herd. At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness 
and celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them through this wild life. Rhinos, Giraffes, and 
Lions illustrate true stories from the Bible that display how good God truly is! (Nahum 1:7)
Bible points for each day walk through the story of God’s chosen people, the Israelites, 
to remind VBS kids again and again that God is good!  With a mix of modern contemporary 
worship and full on safari adventure, 'music gone wild' is ready to bring VBS to life.                 
And don't forget there will be awesome safari snacks and plenty of engaging activities.

Registration opens May 1 on our church website: faithlutherantopeka.com
Volunteers make a successful VBS - sign up also on the website.
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CHiLdren (grades PS-5)

First Bibles •	 - the 2nd graders will be receiving a Bible from the church May 5 
in worship. These young people (along with their parents), have been learning 
about how to read and use God's Word. May God bless their experience in   
the Word.

Advancing SS grades•	  - ALL students will advance to the next Sunday School 
as of Sunday, June 2. Watch for signs indicating new classroom locations.

Sunday School Teachers•	  - Applications are available to become a Sunday 
School Teacher for the short summer session. For more information on how 
you can impact the future of our church, contact Hannah.

JuniOr YOuTH (grades 6-8)

Confirmation Sunday -•	  for 8th graders completing their 2-year study is 
Sunday, May 5 in the 11 a.m. service. A reception  will be in the lobby at 10:30.

End of Summer BBQ -•	  Friday, May 10, 6-9 p.m. at Faith. We will welcome 
in the new class of 6th graders as well as celebrating our 8th grade students 
moving on to high school.

Babysitting Night -•	  Jr Youth are hosting their monthly babysitting night on 
Saturday, May 18, 4-8 p.m. at church. Dinner will be provided, all funds raised 
goes toward summer trips.

ALL YOuTH (grades 6-12)

NYG Garage Sale Set up •	 - All youth attending the National Youth Gathering 
will be working on setting up for our annual Garage Sale from 4-8 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 19; Tuesday, May 21; Thursday, May 23; Tuesday, May 28. We will 
also need workers during the sale, May 29-June 1.

Car Wash -•	  Our annual car wash is Saturday, June 1. Sr youth will be making 
calls to church members for pledges. Watch for more details.

Ministry to KidS. YOuTH. FAMiLieS
Heather McCormick, dCe . dceheather@faithlutherantopeka.com

Hannah elsey, children's ministry . hannahelsey@faithlutherantopeka.com

Youth Garage Sale
If you've been spring cleaning and found 
some gently used items to donate, the 
Youth Garage Sale will be accepting items 
through May 19. Drop off in the church 
attic now, so they can be made ready and 
priced for the sale. 

The sale will be in the Fellowship Hall:

Wednesday, May 29 | 6-9pm (preview)

May 30 - June 1 | 8am - 3pm (public)

How many cars can   
our youth wash in day?
It is time again for Faith Youth to start 
making pledge phone calls for their 
annual FREE Car Wash. Bring all your 
vehicles to be washed by the youth.

Saturday, June 1, 8am - 3pm
Church Parking Lot

MOPS will be selling food, 8-11am

Youth will be calling members of Faith 
Lutheran for donation pledges per car 
washed or a simple flat donation. Thank 
you for your generous contribution.

Hong Kong
Dinner 

[Cantonese style]

Friday, May 10
5:00-8:00pm

Fellowship Hall

Support our mission team traveling 
to Hong Kong this summer to teach 
children Christ's love through Vacation 
Bible School. Invite friends and family 
and bring cash or check for dinner & 
raffle tickets. Items include Royals and 
Chiefs tickets, and so much more.

Senior SaintS 
for all retired members 

Meets on the third Thursday of the month at 11:30 a.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. Invite friends.

This month's event is May 16, with a catered pizza lunch and presentation by 

Karlea Landman on "Blessing Journals." RSVP for meal by 5/14.



  faith lutheran church . topeka, kansas4

TOPeKA LuTHerAn SCHOOL 
providing Christian education & academic excellence since 1874

701 SW roosevelt  |  785-357-0382  |  www.TopekaLutheran.org

Alumni Art unveiled   Celebrate First Friday Art Walk 

on May 3 in NOTO at the Inner Art Gallery (905 N. Kansas) for 

the revealing at 7 p.m. of Karl Fay's original art piece for the 

TLS Capital Campaign surrounded by other works from TLS 

students and alumni. If you are an alumni and would like to 

contribute art to the display, email Claire Banion at banion@

topekalutheran.org

Capital Campaign  Thank you for the show of support 

at the Campaign Kickoff concert on April12. The students 

sang beautifully and the staff and campaign members were 

humbled by the showing of families and the generosity of the 

donors. A special shout out to Mrs. Reta (Leitz) Hamilton, who 

came to the Campaign Kickoff. Reta, TLS Class of 1953, was a 

part of the first class to graduate from the 701 SW Roosevelt 

building. 

The TLS Foundation has undertaken a capital campaign 

to raise $2.5 million in an effort to expand the size of the 

student body, regrow the endowment funds to create a strong 

scholarship fund, and enhance our campus and facilities. If 

you would like to make a pledge to this 3-year campaign or 

have questions, contact Marlene Shellenberger, foundation@

topekalutheran.org

TLS Success Story... Pastor Karl Fay, class of 1996
Karl Fay is married to Kendra (née Schmidt, TLS 1997). They have four children June, Ruben, Iris and 

Ezra, and they live in the Chicago suburbs where Karl serves as senior pastor of Prince of Peace 

Lutheran Church. For recreation, he creates highly detailed word art. Karl attended at Faith Lutheran 

Church through his teen years, and is a grandson of Joe Pinter and nephew of Betty Ramsey.

How has your education at Topeka Lutheran School prepared you for your life? 

The education I received at TLS provided a wonderful foundation for everything that has followed. 

I learned to love reading through Barb McComas, and Margaret Schaefer magically made English 

grammar genuinely enjoyable for me as a middle schooler. These are gifts that keep giving as I speak, 

write and lead. I received opportunities that I may not otherwise have had to participate in sports and there developed grit and 

perseverance and competency in teamwork.

What is one thing you would want people to know about Topeka Lutheran School that they might not think about? 

The relationships formed at TLS with teachers, students, and other parents far outlive one’s life as a TLS student. They are a 

lasting treasure.

How has the teaching and modeling of Jesus' salvation received at Topeka Lutheran School impacted your trust in the Lord? 

I learned to love Jesus, the Bible, and the church at TLS. The teachers were for me some of my first encounters with Jesus and his 

love. I probably wouldn’t be a pastor today had these early experiences not been 

such positive ones. 

Some accomplishments that you have achieved since leaving TLS:

Topeka High School, class of 2000

B.A. Studio Art + Pre-Seminary Program, Concordia University, NE, 2004

MDiv, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 2009
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Doorstep
dOnATiOnS 
GreATLY needed:

Now is a great time to go to garage sales 
and find inexpensive items that can 
be donated to Doorstep. Clothing and 
household items are always needed, but 
these are especially in demand:

Clothing Room:    
men's jeans, underwear, shoes•	
women's shoes (size 9 and up)•	
purses•	
king or queen sheets, blankets•	

Food Pantry:    
egg noodles•	
spaghetti sauce•	
SpaghettiOs•	
mixed vegetables•	
canned fruit•	
pork-n-beans•	

Clients always appreciate old backpacks, 
reusable grocery bags, and heavy duty 
paper shopping bags.

Donations can be left at church in the 
Doorstep box in the temporary Gathering 
Nook (Prayer Room) - follow the signs.

Earlier this year the Topeka Community 
Foundation announced there would no 
longer be a Topeka Gives event. In the 
six years of the event, Doorstep was in 
the top three for our number of donors.  
During that time the Topeka Performing 
Arts Center has started the Topeka Day 
of Giving set for June 12, 2-8 p.m. There 
is no match money, but rather a gather-
ing of non-profits in the community in 
one place. Doorstep will be there, and 
we will be encouraging, and accepting 
donations on that day.

Questions? Contact Carolyn Dale, 
gdale11@cox.net

1 Marcy & Gene Bilynsky

1 Robert & DeAnna King (20 years)

1 Roger & Jennifer Offermann (15 years)

1 Harry & Darlene Strader

1 John & Carolyn Watson

4 Bob & Merrilee Kuhn

5 Rod & Barb Bleich

5 Don & Pat Schultz (35 years)

9 David & Colleen Lippe

14 Ivan & Tami Lierz

15 Samuel & Kelly Moore

17 Mardi Long & Mohinder Pal

19 Larry & Ann Mah (35 years)

21 Larry & Caryn Sheets

22 Tom & Debbie Crites

23 Jackie & Ray Vincent

24  Gerald & Carolyn Schneider 

24 Darin & Betty Schwant

25 John & Kim Holter

25 Steve & Connie Tilton

26 Delmer & Ethel Kruse

29 Jeremy & Lynette Chada

29 Joy & Kirby Lester

29 Dick & Darlene Miller (55 years)

30 Tim & Jan Lyle

31 John & Cynthia Barrett

31 Chris & Linda Meyer

31 Dan & Betty Ramsey

1 Ryan Kaufman
1 Aspen Maxwell
1 Thad Moore
2 Mark Brewer
2 Isaac Gateley
2 Caleb Hillrichs
2 Reva Hossfeld
2 Sharon Stuewe
2 Jason Wills
4 Alana Grisell
4 Jeff Kuhn
4 Tim Owen
4 Mason Voth
5 Alisha Bolz
5 Brian Burgoon
5 Ann Mah
6 Donna Hass
6 Ange Marichal
6 Juli Mazachek
6 Katie Pierce
6 Jay Williams
7 Tom Dittmer
7 Dan Ramsey
7 David Schwartz
8 Bob Achong
8 Austin Kennard
8 Kristie Stuewe
8 Jarrett Woodley
9 Colton Landman

9 Rachel Shleton
10 Laine Caleb
11 Barb Bowers
11 Marissa Khalil
11 Ashton Torrey
12 Sarah Abramovitz
12 Ruthie Blenz
12 Margie Corum
12 Tom Crites
12 Megan Glinka
12 Jarod Johnson
12 Jacob Schwartz
12 Devin Wills
13 Lauren Rollenhagen
13 Emma Taylor
14 Rebecca Gerhardt
14 Mary Ann Graham
14 Floyd Marlatt
14 Sandy Nelson-Mayo
14 Brian Wenger
15 Paje Resner
16 Rebecca Nelson
16  Rick Steinhauer
17 Claire Banion
17 Felicia Goins
17 Howard Graham
17 Jacob Marchant
17 Dave Ruhnke
19 Megan Deiter

19 David Pinick
19 Leroy Schick
21 Rich Mesloh
22 Judy Hamilton
22 Christine Jordan
22 Rosalyn Taylor
23 Brenda Doby
23 Delainey Duermeier
23 Jonathan Gabler
24 Caitlyn Lambrecht
24 David Lippe
24 Rachel Schultz
24 Jeanette Wehmeier
25 John Frese
26 Emilio Brackman
26 Melissa Knowland
26 Cliff Sheets
26 Walker Vines
27 Debbie Howland
29 Addisyn Hummell
29 Holly Mace
29 Blake Ramsey
29 Diane Shaffer
29 Jacki Theis
30 Jerry Anderson
31 Mary Jennings
31 Damon Moran
31 Dorothy Novak

birthdays

anniversaries in
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Salad Supper recap  Sara Hale and Rebecca Gerhardt gave an informative 
presentation on KansaSEED. Susan Athey-Sheets is the newly- elected secretary.  
Members also voted to gift the following:  $200 for a diaper changing table in the 
women's restroom (Fellowship Hall); $300 to Doorstep; $300 for Center for Safety 
and Empowerment (YWCA); $200 to KansaSEED. 

Topeka Zone news  Connie Crowder was elected treasurer at the meeting 
in Emporia and will serve a 2-year term.  A presentation was given by Abundant 
Harvest, which has a men’s rescue mission. Six Faith members attended on April 6. 

donations of bars of body soap are always welcome. Used stamps are also 
collected to offset shipping costs for Lutheran World Relief. Please leave these in 
the in the Gathering Nook designated bins.   

May Circle Meetings:
Ruth Circle•	 , Wednesday, May 8, 9:30 a.m. in the church parlor. Contact Brenda 
Reynolds, 786-437-2050. 

Eve Circle•	 , Monday, May 13, 7:00 p.m., hostess Lori Franken. Contact Darlene 
Harvey, 272-3675.

Hannah Circle•	 , Saturday, May 18 at Prairie Glass Studio. Contact Katie Mize, 
554-5066 for time.

Deborah Circle•	 , Tuesday, May 21, 7:00 p.m. Contact Connie Tarvin, 230-3913.

Schedule of Serving
GreeTerS. 8:00 | 11:00
5|5 Maureen Schwant & Roger Matzke  

 Bob & Marita Gabler

5|12 Jim & Brenda Reynolds  

 Henry & Gayle Schulteis

5|19 Nancy Kinney & Jane Schaible  

 Rich & Barb Mesloh

5|26  Don Bartling   

 Lance & Kerri Smith

LAY reAderS. 8:00 | 11:00
5|5 Shari Albrecht | Eddie Fowler

5|12 Jane Schaible | Karen Brumleve

5|19 Shari Albrecht | Jim Janousek

5|26   Lillian Rexford | Audrey Taylor

uSHerS.

8:00: Joe Pinter, Darrell & Jeanette Weh-

meier, Garret Peery, Bradyn Humphreys

11:00: TBD

COMMuniOn ServerS. 

8:00: Judy Hamilton (SLL), Doug Helmke, 

Tom Dittmer, Jane Schaible

11:00: Bob Gabler (SLL), Eddie Fowler,     

Jan Hoover, Patrice Thomsen

9:30 ServiCe TeAMS. 

5|5   Larry & Jolene Saunders 

5|12   Chris & Sue Francik/TLS families 

5|19   Dale & Sue Larson 

5|26 Stephanie Moran/Kim Thacker

MOneY COunTerS. 

Sheri Jones, Dwight Cater, Phil Gutierrez, 

Dale Larson

ALTAr GuiLd. 

prep: Karen Peterson, Sylvia Borghardt, 

Jeanette Wehmeier, Elaine & Robert Sims

cover: Connie Crowder, Connie Sears

Address changes. Official acts.
David & Debbie Howland •  1626 SW Withdean Rd, Topeka KS 66611

Stephanie Hennessey •  3711 SE 30th Ter, Apt 208, Topeka, KS 66605

Weddings:   4/6 | Kelsey Glynn & Kaleb Howe

 4/13 | Erinn Steere & Lane Grist

new lighting installed
The last of the sanctuary upgrade is new LED track and chandelier lights plus new 
ceiling fans. Due to the scaffolding that needed to be used to hang the lights and 
fans, it could not be done until after Easter since it would take the crew a week 
to complete the project. Thanks to your generosity, the new lights and the new 
sound system will enhance our worship experience. Praise be to God!
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LeAd STAFF.

Jeffery Moore, intentional interim senior pastor  
RevJCMoore@gmail.com

Jacob Wampfler, associate pastor 
 PastorJake@faithlutherantopeka.com

Martin Albrecht, assistant pastor
 PastorMartin@faithlutherantopeka.com

Heather McCormick, dir. of children/yth ministry
 DCEHeather@faithlutherantopeka.com

Hannah Elsey, children's ministry  
HannahElsey@faithlutherantopeka.com

SuPPOrT STAFF.

[firstlastname]@faithlutherantopeka.com

Don Bartling, office administrator    

Sharon Lowe, receptionist/office assistant

Linda Meyer, communications/cont. worship

Sue Francik, bookkeeper/ministry coordinator

Linda Laird, organist/music director
 MASL6@cox.net

AuxiLiArY.
Jeff Lane, lay deacon
 JeffLane6850@yahoo.com

Mary Shaw, parish assistant
 MJShaw831@cox.net

Pat Schultz, RN, parish nurse
 TiredMomPLS@aol.com

CHurCH OFFiCe HOurS.
 Mon - Fri  8:00am to 4:30pm (closed noonhour)

 Sunday 9-9:30 and 10:30-11:00am

SundAY WOrSHiP.
 8:00  | 11:00am - Traditional
 9:30am - Contemporary
 3:00pm (1st/3rd Sunday) - for the Deaf

eduCATiOn OPPOrTuniTieS.
 Sundays: 9:30 (adults)  11:00 (all ages)
 WOW Wednesdays: 5:15-7pm (Sept-Apr)

The Messenger is mailed monthly to 
all members. June edition deadline is        
May 20. Send to Editor Linda Meyer. 

Faith Lutheran Church
1716 SW Gage Boulevard
Topeka, Kansas 66604

phone.  785.272.4214
fax. 785.271.0974
email. FLCtop@swbell.net

www.FaithLutheranTopeka.org
Follow us on FACEbooK:
  Faith Lutheran Church-Topeka

Join a group of Faith women at Living Proof Live in Lincoln
A group of women from Faith are planning to go to Lincoln, Neb., June 21-22 for the 
Living Proof Live event with Beth Moore. They are extending the invitation to all women 
in our church to receive a reduced price for groups of 10+. The cost would be $59/
person for the event, plus overnight of $35/person and meals of $40/day. Experience 
the powerful biblical teaching of best-selling author Beth Moore, that no two are 
the same. Invest in a weekend that will encourage, challenge and change you. And 
also experience worship led by Dove-award winner Travis Cottrell. Laugh, pray and 
study scripture with thousands of women from all walks of life. Leave with a renewed 
sense of purpose and love for Christ. If interested or for more details, contact Karen 
Brumleve, mamacobra1@gmail.com, by May 24  to get the discounted price.

Experience Lutherland, Passion Play in Germany
Pastor Tom & Diane Harries of Lenexa will be hosting a Germany tour, Sept. 5-14, 2020. 
The tour will include touring Lutherland, attending the world-famous Passion Play, 
along with many other historic and colorful sights of Germany. Early registration is 
encouraged as tickets to the Passion Play presented only every 10 years are limited. An 
Early-Bird discount of $125 is being offered for registrations submitted before June 1, 
2019 with an initial deposit of $500. An Informational meeting will be Monday, May 13, 
at 7:00 p.m. at Hope Lutheran, 6308 Quivira Rd, Shawnee. Brochures and information 
are available at 913-888-4772 or harriesth51@gmail.com.

Church office closed May 27 for Memorial Day.


