
 

 

April 16, 2021 
 
Throughout the last year we have seen our congregation need to follow many and various 
protocols in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. These have adapted and changed several 
times in order to follow governmental mandates and regulations. As vaccines have been 
approved and the world moves towards heard immunity it is prudent for the leadership of Faith 
Lutheran Church to put together a measured and orderly plan to bring our congregation out of 
regulations we have been following and back to normalized worship and activities. 
 
We know for some people this plan will seem too slow and overdue, while for others it will 
appear too quick and premature. We desire to find a middle ground that allows us to make 
changes that are appropriate and encouraging. In all things, we believe it is important to bring 
the Body of Christ together, to be united in worship and activity, and to not let the things of this 
world divide us, but rather, in all things to walk together in love, bearing each other’s burdens, 
and rejoicing in the grace that we have in Christ. 
 
By moving in this manner, we have the ability to adapt as we need. The timeline is subject to 
change based on ongoing evaluation of the pandemic, new governmental orders, and 
conversations with our sister congregations and the Kansas District. 
 
April 25 Hymnals, Pew Bibles and writing utensils will return to the pews. We will 

continue to have fully printed bulletins and the services projected on the screen. 
By having Hymnals, Bibles, and writing utensils available it will allow those who 
desire to use such items to aid their worship and take notes to be able to do so. 

 
 Common Communion Cup returns. The use of the Common Cup for communion 

is a vital and important part of worship. We will continue, as we always have, to 
offer the individual cups. The pastors will ensure that the Common Cup is 
thoroughly and properly cleaned during use. 

 

[continued on next page]  



May 9 9:30am Service Mask Optional. As we move to a second mask optional service, 
we will still practice physical distancing by using what we have described as the 
“checkerboard pattern” with the sectioning off of the pews. A reminder that 
even though the worship service is mask optional, we ask that you continue to 
wear masks when moving throughout the rest of the building. 

 
 Fellowship Pads and Offering Return. The Fellowship Pads are integral in the 

spiritual care of the congregation as it allows us to know who is present and 
being fed at our Lord’s Table. In addition, the collection of the offering is an 
important way that the congregation is able to help support the ministry of 
Faith. 

 
May 23 11:00am Service Open Seating. As we were able to make this the first mask 

optional service, so we are pleased to make this also the first with open seating. 
We ask that you respect others as you chose your seats. 

 
June 6 9:30am Service Open Seating. Certainly, we also ask that you respect others as 

you chose your seats, knowing there are some people more comfortable than 
others with close proximity. 

 
June 20 8:00am Mask Optional. It is our desire to leave one service fully masked as long 

as possible, so there is this option for those that desire that. As we move all of 
our services to mask optional, we allow all in the congregation to make the best 
choice for them to wear a mask at their comfort level. At this time, masks will 
also be optional throughout the whole building. 

 
July 4 8:00am Open Seating. This final adjustment will essentially move us back to 

“normal.” 
 
When talking about worship in 1 Corinthians, St. Paul instructs us, “Let all things be done for 
building up…all things should be done decently and in order.” (1 Corinthians 14:26, 40) By 
putting together this timeline we pray that we are honoring our Lord by doing everything in 
good order and to build up the Body of Christ. As we continue to Grow in Faith together, I ask 
you to be patient with each other and do all things to build each other up in Christ, who gave all 
for you. 
 
Christ is Risen! 
 
Pastor Jacob P. Heine 
 
 


