
a message from Dan Galchutt, supply pastor

[The term “supply pastor" commonly refers to a pastor 
assuming administrative and clerical duties during a 
vacancy, without a call, and serves only until the open 
position is filled. His primary responsibilities are in the 
area of pastoral administration, including worship 
planning, supervision of staff and ensuring that we provide pastoral care for our members 
in need. He will also preach occasionally and be available for any special services.]

To the Family of Faith,

Remember when Jesus’ mother and brothers were trying to stop him from teaching?  
Jesus was told that His mother and brothers were outside, and he said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! 35 For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and 
sister and mother” (Mark 3:34-35).

Jesus calls His people His family. And so, you and I are family. 

Since we’re family, I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  I’m Pastor Dan 
Galchutt.  I’m the “new guy.”  That’s only partly right. I’ve been around this area for a 
little while. I’ve been serving on the Kansas District staff for nearly 4 years. Before that 
I served as the pastor of Calvary, Topeka, for 7 years. And before that I was in south 
central Kansas for my vicarage and my first call out of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, in 
2004. So, I’ve lived in Topeka for over 10 years and been in Kansas even longer.

I’m originally from Minnesota. My dad was an LCMS pastor and my mom was a 
Lutheran school teacher. I was raised in the Church and in Lutheran schools. I met my 
wife, Melissa, while we were in college at Concordia-St. Paul. Melissa and I have five 
children, ages 15 down to 3. You may see some of them around on Sunday mornings.

You’ll definitely see me some. However, I can’t be at Faith every Sunday because 
of my work with the Kansas District. My call to the District requires travel on some 
Sundays in addition to my weekday responsibilities. So, while I’ll be helping out at 
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Fa i t h  i n 
ac t i o n

Summer outdoor activities continue 
Up-to-date information will be on our 
Facebook page.

Aug 2:•	  Adventure rAce                         
on Burnett's Mound. 4pm sharp!          
Bring water, bug spray and wear 
sturdy shoes. Fun for all ages.

Aug 9: •	 GOLF . 3pm. Location TBD

Aug 16:•	  SAnd vOLLeYBALL                  
6pm at Sonic (Huntoon & Gage)  

Aug 23: ScAvenGer Hunt   •	
Gage Park. 6pm

Aug 30:•	  cOnGreGAtiOnAL Picnic 
Lake Shawnee Shelter #1. 6-9pm. 
Food provided. Open-air shelter. 
Bring lawn chairs, masks.
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Worship continues on location and beyond
Covid-19 Response subcommittee continues to meet and make recommendations

The Ad Hoc Subcommittee for COVID-19 
Response Planning met on July 13. FLC 
will continue to offer its three regular 
worship services (both traditional 
and contemporary) and the simple 
communion service on Sundays. The 
8:00 and 9:30 services will continue to be 
live-streamed to Facebook and available 
for viewing anytime on our website or 
Facebook. The new streaming technology 
has been installed and been in use since 
the beginning of July. This has greatly 
improved the viewing experience in both 
audio and especially video quality.

In accordance with the Shawnee County 
Health Department recommendations, 
the use of face masks and social 

distancing continues. Masks shall 
be worn when entering the building, 
meeting spaces and in public traffic areas 
(hallways, stairs, bathrooms.) Masks are 
required where social distancing cannot 
be achieved and maintained. We will 
continue to wear masks during worship. 
Adult Education classes may resume at 
their discretion. The speaker or presenter 
is not required to wear a mask, but must 
maintain social distance. Masks are not 
required for children age 10 and under. 

Everyone is still encouraged to sign up 
ahead of time for worship on our website 
to make it easier for planning purposes 
and check-in on Sunday mornings. It's fast 
and easy to do!

The Board of Spiritual Life (SLB) and 
the Lay Leadership Council held a joint 
meeting on July 7 to review the proposed 
Memorandum of Understanding for Supply 
Pastor at Faith Lutheran Church for Pastor 
Dan Galchutt. The memorandum was 
endorsed by the SLB and approved by the 
LLC. Pastor Galchutt began work on July 
20. His primary responsibilities are in the 
area of pastoral administration, including 
worship planning, supervision of staff and 
ensuring that we provide pastoral care 
for our members in need. He will also 
preach occasionally and be available for 
any special services  such as weddings & 
funerals.

Faith extends call for a senior pastor
Voting members pass recommendation to call Pastor Jacob Heine

The Senior Pastor Call Committee requested an 
assembly of the voters of Faith on July 26 for the 
purpose of extending a call to the senior pastor 
position.  After another round of interviews, the 
committee recommends Pastor Jacob Heine of 
Christ the Rock Lutheran Church, Rockford, Ill.  

After growing up around the "mitten thumb" of 
Michigan, Pastor Heine received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Western Michigan in 2002. He then earned 
Master of Divinity from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis in 2006. 
He served his vicarage at Ascension Lutheran in Wichita. His 
first call was to Bethlehem Lutheran of Delmar NY (DCE Heather 
McCormick's home congregation), where as assistant pastor, he 
was tasked with starting a contemporary worship service. He 
then served as Associate Pastor at Christ Lutheran of Lincoln NE.  
From there he was called to be sole pastor at Trinity Lutheran 
of Columbia TN, before taking on his current role at Christ the 
Rock, where he also serves as circuit visitor and chair of the local 
Lutheran school association board.  

Pastor Heine (pronounced HIGH-nuh) has served as sole pastor 
and as a leader of team ministry. He is a gifted preacher with 

a heart for visitation. He has experience in theater 
and audio/video production. He can sing and play 
guitar. Particularly of interest to the committee are 
his vision-casting abilities and equipping the church 
for outreach to the community. Pastor Heine and his 
wife, Theresa, have two daughters, Hannah (13) and 
Paige (5).

7|26|20 Voters' Meeting results:
The voters assembly of Faith Lutheran recorded a unanimous 
vote to extend a call to Rev. Jacob P. Heine, currently serving at 
Christ the Rock Lutheran of Rockford, Ill., to be Senior Pastor at 
Faith. Pastor Heine was honored by our election, and plans to 
visit Topeka with his family sometime in August. Watch for news 
about opportunities to meet him when he visits us. Please pray 
for him as he contemplates the will of the Holy Spirit between 
his current call to Christ the Rock and our call. Remember, there 
is no prescribed deadline or decision time for a called worker.  
The COVID-19 pandemic is just one more factor for him to 
consider while weighing the calls. 

Jesus is Lord of His church; may His will be done!
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Lay Leadership report
Financial Report

The Grow to Share One Fund balance for June was •	
a negative $9,743 with contributions of $78,513 and 
expenses of $88,256.                    

The Grow to Share One Fund balance year to date is •	
a positive $73,273 with contributions of $543,340 and 
expenses of $470,067. Year to date contributions are 
$72,000 less than this same period last year.  

The 2021 Budget Request forms are available in the •	
church office.  If you are responsible for submitting a 
budget request for your ministry team, please complete 
and return to Galen Dale, Treasurer by Sept. 6. With the 
uncertainty of the duration of the pandemic, council is 
recommending a moderate approach to the 2021 Budget.    

Faith, I won’t always be there on Sunday morning. Also, my office hours at Faith will be limited because of my full-time 
work with the Kansas District. But I’m available to the family of Faith Lutheran Church for pastoral care. I can be reached 
at DanGalchutt@kslcms.org  or through the church office. I’ll be preaching and joining you all for worship on Sundays as I 
can. And I’ll be helping out with administrative duties, and so I’ll see some of you at various meetings, as I’m available.

I look forward to getting to know you and working with you in the days ahead. And please know: “[I] give thanks to God 
always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in [my] prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of 
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:2-4).

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Dan

from Pastor Dan... (continued from front page)

Deaf Ministry has been using 

Facebook Live (on their 

'KansaSEED' Facebook page) 

each week to worship on 

Sundays at 3:00 p.m. led by a 

pastor in ASL. They are also 

holding Bible study around 4:00 

on Sundays via Zoom. Contact 

Sara Hale (kiasmom09@yahoo.

com) for Zoom information. 

Deaf Worship via Livestream

vanessa Hogg•	    606 SW 6th Ave, Apt B, Topeka KS 66603

Marilyn thomas•	    2630 SW Prairie Rd, Topeka KS 66614

isaac & emma taylor•	   1352 SW Wayne Ave, Topeka KS 66604

Marge carver•	    Brookdale Senior Living, 6015 W 119th St, Apt 2112, Overland Park KS 66209

Baptisms         Deaths

7.3.20 - dawson conner Pfrang, son of Jessica & Derek Pfrang  4.26.20 - Katie Hennessey (inadvertently omitted during Covid)  

7.15.20 - Hudson Keith campbell, son of Justin & Dani Campbell 7.13.20 - ray vincent

Address changes. Official acts.
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JUnioR  YoUTH (grades 6-8)

Swimming  •	 Join us for swimming at the Shawnee North 

Aquatic Center on Saturday, Aug. 22 from 4-7 p.m. Dinner 

will be provided. Drop-off and pick-up will be at the Shawnee 

North Aquatic Center. 

SEnioR  YoUTH (grades 9-12)

Swimming•	  for Senior Youth at the Shawnee North Aquatic 

Center on Saturday, Aug. 29 from 4-7 p.m. Dinner will be 

provided. Drop-off and pick-up will be at the Shawnee North 

Aquatic Center. 

Sunday Bible Study for grades 6-12  continues to meet 

in-person at 11:00 a.m. on Faith's green space (outside). In case 

of inclement weather, the youth will meet in the Senior Youth 

Room (please use east wing entrance).

CHiLDREn (preschool - grade 5) 

Sunday School•	   is continuing on-site at 11:00 a.m. 
in Room 202. If children are unable to attend in person, 
classes will continue to be streamed via Google Meet. 
Access to the simultaneous online meeting is available via 
the facebook page FLC KidMin Connect. 

Ministry to KiDS. YoUTH. Heather McCormick, director of youth & family ministry  

Hannah Elsey, children's ministry

Junior Youth 
service & camping  
in our community, 

July 6-10.

Senior Youth 
service & camping  
in our community, 

July 19-24.



Circles Meetings in August
ruth circle.  Wednesday, Aug. 12 at 9:30 a.m. in the "green space" at church. Contact Brenda Reynolds, 785-437-2050.

Hannah circle.  Contact Karen Brumleve, 230-7967.   

eve circle & deborah circles will not be meeting in August 

Bars of Soap needed   Every year, soap is collected and is shipped along with quilts in October. Because we aren't  meeting 
to sew quilts for Lutheran World Relief, your donations of soap are appreciated.  Please leave them in the Gathering Nook.

Mites|Mission Projects  Our two-year mission goal was announced at the Virtual Convention held in June.  Our new goal is 
$43,000 and includes KansaSeed and Topeka Lutheran School, each receiving $5,000.  Please continue to fill your Mite boxes for 
future mission projects.

Quilting for LWR will not meet until further notice.

Save the Date   Saturday, Sept. 26 we are hosting the Fall Zone meeting at Faith.
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Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Psa lm 95 : 1 

On June 27, members of Faith's LWML attended the "virtual" Kansas District Convention with other members of the Topeka 
Zone. From left: Rebecca Gutierrez, Connie Tarvin,  Karen Brumleve, Jessica Atchison and Connie Crowder.

During the Senior Youth's service week in our community, they spent a day 
cleaning the church's window wells. They then spent some time painting these awesome murals in the Fellowship Hall window well.



  faith lutheran church . topeka, kansas6

CHRiSTMAS SToRE
While it may seem early to think about 
Christmas, Doorstep is working hard 
to collect new items for this year’s 
Christmas Store. In addition to clothes 
and household items, each family will 
receive a new blanket and a towel/
washcloth and healthcare kit. Each child 
receives a toy, a new backpack and new 
school supplies. 

Now is the time to take advantage 
of back-to-school sales! Remember 
Doorstep’s families and bring your 
donations to church.

DooRSTEP FooD DRiVE
Last year, Faith’s congregation donated 
over 1,300 pounds of food during July 
to help stock Doorstep’s food pantry. 
You can still contribute to this year’s 
grand total for our summer food 
drive. Bring non-perishable food to 
church and leave in the gathering 
nook. Financial donations are also very 
welcome. You can make a donation to 
Faith designating your gift to Doorstep, 
or you can give directly to Doorstep at 
doorsteptopeka.org 

With the COVID 19 impacting everyone 
in our community, Doorstep works hard 
to provide assistance with food, rent, 
prescriptions, dental and gas vouchers 
to our neighbors in need.  Christ calls us 
to reach out in love and compassion to 
our neighbors. Please consider donating 
to help those in our community who 
need additional assistance in these 
unsettled times.

2 Richard & Marilyn Bruenger
2 Tom & Kay Dittmer
4 Tyler & Claire Banion
5 Erika & Luke Yoder
6 Lisa & Randall Haag
7 Jim & Lynn Janousek
9 George & Elise Hubka
9 Eric & Jennifer Kennard
10 Lance & Kerri Smith
12 Kelli & Kevin Duermeier
14 Marvin & Louise Kramer
16 Chris & Susan Herrick
17 David & Kim Knowland (35 years)

17 Mike & Melinda Landman
19 Sherri & Randy Forbes
19 Art & Karen Tardiff
21 Nels & Shannon Huesers 
22 Richard & Margie Corum (50 years)
22 Phil & Rebecca Gutierrez
23 Sarah & Brad Boyer
23 Robert & Angie Carlson (30 years)
24 Fred & Idonna Rogge
25 Greg & Anne Johnson
26 Christina & Casey McClintock
27 GR & Josie Marchant (20 years)
27 Rich & Barb Mesloh
28 Fred & Connie Crowder 
29 Gary & Faye Ideker
30 Brian & Rose Brunkow (45 years)
30 Amanda & Matt Crawford 
30 Howard & MaryAnn Graham

1 Judson Schmitt
2 Christina Genrich
2 Jennifer Jones
2 Nannette McGuigan
2 Sarah Ramsey
2 Michael Welch
3 Charlotte Campbell
3 Deb Hale
3 Kara Mazachek
4 Dani Campbell
4 Robert Haley Jr
4 George Henley
4 Canon Thompson
5 Tom Greene
5 Kim Hernandez
5 Stephanie Mazachek
5 Kenny Riddle
5 Connie Wright
6 Alfred Charay
7 Cynthia Barrett
7 David Conroy
7 Susan Herrick
7 Arnita Masenthin
7 Olivia Riddle
7 Trenton Rollenhagen

8 Mackenzie Crader
8 Emily Lehman
9 Heather Myers
9 Colin Robinson
9 Loren Thowe
9 Chris Wodtke
10 Heather McCormick
10 Lori Welch
10 Willard Welch
11 Logan Glinka
11 Jennifer Kennard
12 Stephanie Hennessey
12 Zachary Sage
12 Kim Strube
13 Tracy Adams
14 Jean Stock
15 Vickie Brokke
15 Robert King
15 Shirley Pryor
16 Debbie Domingo
16 Julaine Garcia
16 Rachel Gray
16 Brooks Robertson
16 Amber Thompson
17 Miriam Chada
17 Sam Elsey
17 Rebecca Robinson
17 Jan Zillinger
18 Terri Bynum
18 Carissa Robertson
18 Ella Rodehorst
18 Norma Startup

19 David Howland
19 Daniel Marichal
19 Caleb Rohnke
20 Byron Jones
21 Marc Alonzo
21 Cathy Atchison
21 Tyler Rollenhagen
22 Breece Alonzo
22 Lillian Krohe
22 Luke Tenbrink
23 Frank Maike
24 David Hale
24 John Watson
25 Anne Johnson
25 Gail Sawyer
26 Carrie Gibbs
26 Dick Laird
26 Tammi Pierce
27 Janet Johnson
27 Hayden Saunders
27 Betsy Thompson
28 Linda Laird
28 Roger Offermann
29 Dwight Cater
29 Jewelia Oswald
29 Kathy Summers
30 Jessica Saxton
31 Delmer Kruse
31 Jane Nelson
31 Pat Schultz
31 Mary Shaw
31 Raylan Watson
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Take a virtual tour
of the school
Topeka Lutheran School is 
now enrolling in both our 
Center for Young Children 
(infants-preschool) and our 
Kindergarten-8th grade. 
Your child will receive an 
individualized, enriching 
education through the lens 
of Christ's love. When you 
become a Wildcat, you are 
becoming a part of a family. 

Check out the interactive, 
virtual tour (topekalutheran.
org/virtual-tour) and 
if you would like more 
information, please contact 
the school. 

What makes TLS stand out?

Christian instruction•	

Fully accredited with the •	
State of Kansas 

Teachers go beyond •	
the curriculum with 
personalized education 
for each student

Small class sizes•	

Family atmosphere•	

Comprehensive and •	
rigorous curriculum

Fine arts and athletics •	
opportunities

Worried About Cost?
We never want cost 
to come between you 
and the education your 
child deserves. Topeka 
Lutheran School offers 
financial aid through the 
Topeka Lutheran School 
Foundation. If you would 
like to know more please 
contact the school office.
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LEAD STAFF.

vacant, senior pastor & associate pastor  

Dan Galchutt, supply pastor 
 DanGalchutt@kslcms.org

Martin Albrecht, assistant pastor
 PastorMartin@faithlutherantopeka.com

Heather McCormick, dir. of youth/family ministry
 DCEHeather@faithlutherantopeka.com

Hannah Elsey, children's ministry  
HannahElsey@faithlutherantopeka.com

SUPPoRT STAFF.

[firstlastname]@faithlutherantopeka.com

Don Bartling, administrative support   

Sharon Lowe, receptionist/office assistant

Linda Meyer, communications/cont. worship

Sue Francik, bookkeeper/ministry coordinator

Linda Laird, organist/music director
 MASL6@cox.net

AUxiLiARY.
Jeff Lane, lay deacon
 LaneJeff6850@yahoo.com

Mary Shaw, parish assistant
 MJShaw929@gmail.com

Pat Schultz, RN, parish nurse
 TiredMomPLS@aol.com

CHURCH oFFiCE HoURS.
 Mon - Fri  8:00am to 4:30pm (closed noonhour)

 Sunday 9-9:30 and 10:30-11:00am

SUnDAY WoRSHiP.
 8:00*  | 11:00am - Traditional style
 9:30* - Contemporary style  
 3:00pm - for the Deaf and hard of hearing 

              (via KansaSEED Facebook live)
 * also live-streamed on Facebook and 

available after on our website

EDUCATion oPPoRTUniTiES.
 Sundays: 9:30 (adults)  11:00 (all ages)
 WOW Wednesdays: 5:15-7pm (Sept-Apr)

The Messenger is mailed monthly to all 
members. September edition deadline is         
Aug 24. Send to Editor Linda Meyer. 

Faith Lutheran Church
1716 SW Gage Boulevard
Topeka, Kansas 66604

p. 785.272.4214
f.  785.271.0974
e. office@faithlutherantopeka.com

FaithLutherantopeka.org
Follow us on FACEBook:
  Faith Lutheran Church-Topeka

Feed My Starving Children event postponed again
We just received notification that Feed My Starving 
Children is suspending ALL Mobile Packing Events 
until March 2021 because of Covid-19. That means 
our Oct. 17 packing event at St. John's is postponed 
until a later date can be set.

FMSC wants to be sure our volunteers are safe and that the precious food we 
pack is healthy. They have been contracting with different sites to machine pack 
meals as the world hunger situation is becoming worse. We will be talking to the 
other churches involved to set a new packing date for late Spring.

The good news is that we are only $5,000 short of our final goal of $24,261.12.  
You may continue to make contributions when we have fellowship events, in 
the church office, or online directly through Faith’s website. Thanks so much for 
feeding children at risk of starvation in our world.   

Making face masks for Concordia University 
Tracy Leonard is doing a Thrivent Action Team to make masks for Concordia 
University Nebraska students (needing by the first week of August). Interested? 
Contact her via text: 785-969-6727, phone: 354-7171, or email: clubleonard@cox.net, 
for a mask kit to be picked up at church and dropped off either at church or at her 
home at 1225 SW Mulvane. The kits will have fabric, elastic, patterns and directions. 


