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First Sunday in Advent 
November 29, 2020 .  9:30 am  

 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 Invocation  

 Call to Worship based on Psalm 80   [First Advent Candle is lighted] 

Leader:  Are we ready? This question, put to us on this first Sunday in Advent, is a very personal 

one. Christ comes again in glory to judge the living and the dead, are we ready? 

People: Revive us, O Lord, God of heaven’s countless hosts, Let your face shine, that      

we may be saved. 

Leader:  Are we ready? Ready for the coming of Christ Jesus with the mercy which is judgment 

and the judgment which is mercy? Are we ready? 

People: Revive us, O Lord, God of heaven’s countless hosts, let your face shine, that       

we may be saved. 
 

Let Your Light Shine © 2007 Birdwing Music . CCLI #1102327 

 The calmer of the sea here in this room with me 

 So gently welcoming the weakest things in me 

 You are the blood over the door of my heart 

 What pain you spared me from how could I know it all 

 Oh wonderful love You died for me   The power of Your life is in me 
  

 Chorus: Father let Your light shine down on me 

  Father let Your light shine down on me 

  No matter what the day or night may bring 

  Father let Your light shine down on me 
  

 Oh Jesus You became what was my deepest shame 

 That at the very name my calloused heart would change 

 How could You perfect one love me what I have done 

 Nothing that’s worthy of my freedom You have won 

 Oh wonderful love You died for me   The power of Your life is in me    CHORUS x2 
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 Opening Prayer  
 

 Children’s Message 

 Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 64:1-9   (ESV) 

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your 

presence—as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your 

name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might tremble at your presence! When 

you did awesome things that we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at 

your presence. From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God 

besides you, who acts for those who wait for him. You meet him who joyfully works 

righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 

in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? We have all become like one who 

is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and 

our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. There is no one who calls upon your name, who 

rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have made us 

melt in the hand of our iniquities. But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and    

you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and 

remember not iniquity forever. Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

 Epistle Reading  Romans 13:11-14  (ESV) 

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at 

hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk 

properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 Gospel Reading Mark 13:24-37    (ESV) 
“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory. And then he 

will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to 

the ends of heaven. “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 

and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 



taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will 

not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. “But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the angels 

in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know 

when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 

servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to stay awake. 

Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning— lest he come suddenly 

and find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake.” 

 Message:  God Bless Us Every One - Scrooge 

 Offering Moment 

It brings us joy that you are joining us today in worshiping our Lord. We pray that the worship service is 

meaningful for you. Those worshiping in house:  offering may be dropped in the plate when leaving.    

Online giving options are also available at FaithLutheranTopeka.org then tap ‘donate now.’  

 Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,               

his  only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,              

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 Prayers of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer  

 Confession & Forgiveness  

Pastor:  God of light and life, you set before us today the challenges of laying aside the works 

of darkness; of putting on the light of Christ; of being watchful and prepared for your 

coming in our midst in the person of Jesus Christ.  

People: Forgive us when people do not see any evidence in us of the One who is to come. 

Pastor:  So many people grope helplessly in the gloom of despair and suffering, yearning for 

the light of hope to dawn in their lives. Remind us that the light of Christ shines 

through us. 
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People: Merciful God, cleanse our hearts and minds of all that hinders us from loving 

you and loving our neighbor, so that our lives radiate faith active in love, as  

we watch and wait for your breaking into our world once more in the person  

of Jesus Christ. Amen 

Pastor:  The good news of Advent is Christ's love and forgiveness of sin. Thanks be to Christ 

who sets us free to love and to serve. Rejoice! For in Christ we are forgiven! Amen. 
 

Words of Institution & Communion Distribution  
Prior to communing, we should all examine our hearts… Do you acknowledge your kinship with your 

brothers and sisters in Christ at this communion rail and do you set aside any refusal to forgive?                 

Do you desire to live a God pleasing life? Are you aware of your sin and your need of God's forgiveness?                    

If so, and you believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine through his body and blood,                

you may commune. The Communion servers will come to you going through the empty pew in front of you 

to serve. You may stand, kneel or sit in your pew. Clear grape juice is available in the center of the tray.  

God With Us © 2012 Integrity’s Praise. CCLI #1102327 

Oh You've come to bring peace to be Love   To be nearer to us 

You've come to bring life to be Light   To shine brighter in us  Oh Emmanuel God with us 
  

Chorus: Our Deliverer You are Savior  In Your presence we find our strength 

  Over ev'rything our Redemption   God with us   You are God with us 
   

Oh You've come to be Hope to this world   For Your honor and name 

And You've come to take sin to bear shame   And to conquer the grave 

Oh Emmanuel God with us     
  

Chorus: Our Deliverer You are Savior  In Your presence we find our strength 

  Over ev'rything our Redemption   God with us   You are God with us 
           

You are here   You are holy   We are standing in Your glory  

You are here   You are holy   We are standing in Your glory 

You are here   You are holy   We are standing in Your glory Lord 
  

Chorus: Our Deliverer You are Savior  In Your presence we find our strength 

  Over ev'rything our Redemption   God with us 

  Our Deliverer You are Savior  In Your presence we find our strength 

  Over ev'rything our Redemption   God with us   You are God with us    

  Oh God with us   You are God with us 

 Thanksgiving Prayer 
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 Blessing  

Pastor:  Go now and walk in the light of the Lord. Stay alert for the Lord is near. Put on the 

armor of light and live openly and honorably. Pray for peace for all God’s people.  

And may God clothe you in the light of Christ; May Christ Jesus teach you his ways; 

And may the Holy Spirit keep you alert and prepared for the coming day of the Lord. 

Amen. 
  

Hope of the Nations © 2002 Integrity’s Praise. CCLI #1102327 

 Jesus hope of the nations   Jesus comfort for all who mourn 

 You are the source of Heaven’s hope on earth 

 Jesus light in the darkness   Jesus truth in each circumstance 

 You are the source of Heaven’s light on earth 

 In history You lived and died   You broke the chains  You rose to life 
  

 Chorus: You are the hope living in us   You are the rock in whom we trust 

  You are the light shining for all the world to see 

  You rose from the dead conquering fear   Our Prince of Peace drawing us near 

  Jesus our hope living for all who will receive  Lord we believe 
  

 Jesus hope of the nations   Jesus comfort for all who mourn 

 You are the source of Heaven’s hope on earth 

 Jesus light in the darkness   Jesus truth in each circumstance 

 You are the source of Heaven’s light on earth 

 In history You lived and died   You broke the chains  You rose to life 
  

 Chorus: You are the hope living in us   You are the rock in whom we trust 

  You are the light shining for all the world to see 

  You rose from the dead conquering fear   Our Prince of Peace drawing us near 

  Jesus our hope living for all who will receive   
   

 You are the hope living in us   You are the rock in whom we trust 

  You are the light shining for all the world to see 

  You rose from the dead conquering fear  Our Prince of Peace drawing us near 

  Jesus our hope living for all who will receive   

  Lord we believe   Lord we believe    Lord we believe     
  

 Now Entering the Mission Field  
Grow in faith, share Christ’s love!    Thanks be to God. 



Serving in worship:   Preacher: Pr Jacob Heine                       Leader: Pr Martin Albrecht      

           Children’s Message:  Heather McCormick 

Service Team:  led by Larry & Jolene Saunders 

Praise Team:  Janet & Joe Zima, Judy Hamilton 

Praise Band:   Diane Tyalor (keyboard), Scott Leonard (guitar), Ben Francik (drums), Jesse Thacker (bass) 

Next Week’s Lessons: Second Sunday in Advent: Psalm 51; Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 

During these extraordinary times, we are pleased to be able to bring the congregation of Faith Lutheran a time  

to gather and to receive Christ’s Body and Blood. We know that the COVID virus is highly contagious, and 

although we are taking every precaution we can to ensure your health and safety; by participating today              

you state you understand and assume the risks.  

1716 SW Gage Blvd | Topeka KS 66604  | 785.272.4214  

F a i t h L u t h e r a n T o p e k a . o r g  
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