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EVE OF THANKSGIVING 

November 25, 2020 

 

 PREPARATION  
 

PRELUDE 
 

INVOCATION 
   Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
   People: Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 95:1–2; 100:4–5; 147:1, 7 
   Pastor: Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation! 
   People: Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to 

Him with songs of praise! 
   Pastor: Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and a 

song of praise is fitting. 
   People: Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the lyre! 
   Pastor: Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise! Give thanks to Him; 

bless His name! 
   People: For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to 

all generations. 
 

HYMN Come, Ye Thankful People, Come                                        

1 Come, ye thankful people, come;  Raise the song of harvest home. 
All be safely gathered in  Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our maker, doth provide  For our wants to be supplied. 
Come to God’s own temple, come;  Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
 

2 All the world is God’s own field,  Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown,  Unto joy or sorrow grown. 
First the blade and then the ear,  Then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we  Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 



 

3 For the Lord, our God, shall come  And shall take His harvest home, 
From His field shall in that day  All offenses purge away, 
Give His angels charge at last  In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store  In His garner evermore. 

 
4 Even so, Lord, quickly come  To Thy final harvest home; 

Gather Thou Thy people in,  Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified,  In Thy garner to abide: 
Come with all Thine angels, come,  Raise the glorious harvest home.            Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
   Pastor: I will go to the altar of God, 
   People: to God my exceeding joy. 
   Pastor: If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
   People: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
   Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God, our gracious Father. 
   People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Creator of all things, we 

confess that we are indeed sinful. We have broken our fellowship with You 
and have turned away from one another in our thinking, speaking, and 
doing. We have done the evil You forbid and have not done the good You 
demand. We have not lived lives that are continuing expressions of 
gratitude. We do repent and are truly sorry for all of our sins. Have mercy 
on us because of Jesus, our Lord and the source of our salvation. Grant 
that, by the working of the Holy Spirit, we live faithfully and with full 
thankfulness until that time when we rejoice together in Your eternal 
presence. 

   Pastor: God has promised forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to 
Him for grace. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. The Lord keep you steadfast in the Holy Spirit, lead you to 
greater faith and obedience, grant you a spirit of ongoing thankfulness, and 
finally bring you to live with Him forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

   People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   Gloria in Excelsis 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
   Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your mercies are new every morning, and You graciously provide 
for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
acknowledge Your goodness, give thanks for Your benefits, and serve You in 
willing obedience all our days; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

 WORD  
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING  Deuteronomy 8:1–10    (A call to remember the goodness of the Lord) 

 
1“The whole commandment that I command you today you shall be careful to do, that 
you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land that the LORD swore to give 
to your fathers. 2And you shall remember the whole way that the LORD your God has 
led you these forty years in the wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you to 
know what was in your heart, whether you would keep his commandments or not. 
3And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not 
know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live 
by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the LORD. 
4Your clothing did not wear out on you and your foot did not swell these forty years. 
5Know then in your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, the LORD your God 
disciplines you. 6So you shall keep the commandments of the LORD your God by 
walking in his ways and by fearing him. 7For the LORD your God is bringing you into a 
good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing out in the valleys 
and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of 
olive trees and honey, 9a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in which you 
will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig 
copper. 10And you shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LORD your God for the 
good land he has given you. 

   Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE   Philippians 4:6–20                                          (Doing everything with thanksgiving to God) 

 6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever   
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is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there 
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 
with you.  10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your 
concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity.    
11Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am 
to be content. 12I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and 
every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance 
and need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me.  14Yet it was kind of you 
to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the 
gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and 
receiving, except you only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once 
and again. 17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit.     
18I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from 
Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing 
to God. 19And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. 20To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

   Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

GRADUAL AND VERSE     Psalm 145:15–16; 118:1 
   Pastor: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast love endures forever. 
   People: Alleluia. Alleluia. 
   Pastor: The eyes of all look to You, O Lord, and You give them their food in due season. 
   People: You open Your hand and satisfy the desire of every living thing. 
   Pastor: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His steadfast love endures forever. 
   People: Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 17:11–19                               (One leper of ten healed shows gratitude to Jesus.) 

   Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter. 
   People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 11On the way to Jerusalem [Jesus] was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 

12And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13and 
lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14When he saw them 
he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were 
cleansed. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising 
God with a loud voice; 16and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he 
was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 
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18Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19And he 
said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.” 

   Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
   People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  For the Fruits of His Creation                          

1 For the fruits of His creation,    Thanks be to God. 
For His gifts to ev’ry nation,    Thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,  Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safekeeping,    Thanks be to God. 

 

2 In the just reward of labor,    God’s will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor,    God’s will is done. 
In our worldwide task of caring  For the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing,    God’s will is done. 

 

3 For the harvests of the Spirit,    Thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit,    Thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us,  For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that love has found us,    Thanks be to God. 

                                                                                                             © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 1102327. 
 

SERMON 
 

THE NICENE CREED  
   People: I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
        and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 



     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

OFFERING 
 

 SACRAMENT  
  

PREFACE 
   Pastor: The Lord be with                                                                                    (2 Timothy 4:22) 
   People: And also with you. 
   Pastor: Lift up your hearts.                                (Colossians 3:1) 
   People: We lift them to the Lord. 
   Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                    (Psalm 136) 
   People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 
   Pastor: It is truly good, right, and proper that we should give thanks to You, our 

gracious heavenly Father, for You have created and preserved us and have 
given Your only-begotten Son for our salvation. Grant us the gifts of Your Spirit 
in all of our lives. Grant that we now receive the body and blood of our Lord as 
a guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast that is to come in 
the fellowship of Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

   People: Amen. 
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SANCTUS  Holy, Holy, Holy                                                                                   

1  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!     
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!     
 God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 
 

2  Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee,     
 Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;   
 Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee,     
 Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 
 

3  Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee,   
 Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see,   
 Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee,     
 Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 
 

4  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!     
 All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!    
 God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

Public domain 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION        
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
   Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until He comes.           (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

   People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.               (Revelation 22:20) 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                          (Matthew 6:9–13) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven;  give us this day our daily bread;  and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation,  but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 
   Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   People: Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
   Pastor: Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have once again fed and nourished us at 

Your Table through the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give us 
hearts filled with thankfulness to You for all of Your mercies to be shown forth in 
our days and years. Direct our lives so that we share with others the many blessings 
we have received from You. Keep us steadfast and faithful until at last we complete 
our earthly pilgrimage and come to Your eternal kingdom, where You live and reign 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   People: Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN Sing to the Lord of Harvest                                                                     

1  Sing to the Lord of harvest,    Sing songs of love and praise; 
 With joyful hearts and voices    Your alleluias raise. 
 By Him the rolling seasons    In fruitful order move; 

 Sing to the Lord of harvest    A joyous song of love. 
 
 

2 God makes the clouds rain goodness,    The deserts bloom and spring, 
 The hills leap up in gladness,    The valleys laugh and sing. 
 God fills them with His fullness,    All things with large increase; 
 He crowns the year with blessing,    With plenty and with peace. 
 
 

3 Bring to this sacred altar    The gifts His goodness gave, 
The golden sheaves of harvest,    The souls Christ died to save. 
Your hearts lay down before Him    When at His feet you fall, 
And with your lives adore Him    Who gave His life for all.                                             Public domain 

 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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You are welcome to Holy Communion   
Prior to communing, we should all examine our hearts as directed in   1 Cor. 11:28, “Let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” Do you acknowledge 
your kinship with your brothers and sisters in Christ at this communion rail and do you set aside 
any refusal to forgive? Do you desire to live a God pleasing life? Are you aware of your sin and 
your need of God's forgiveness? If so, and you believe that Jesus is really present in the bread 
and wine through his body and blood, you are welcome to commune in this fellowship of  believ-
ers in Christ. If sensitive to wine, clear grape juice is available in the center of the tray.  Welcome 
to this foretaste of the feast to come. 

Those Who Serve  
 Preacher:  Jeff Lane, lay deacon    Worship Leader:  Pastor Jacob Heine  

 Organist: Kay Logan    

During these extraordinary times, we are pleased to be able to bring the congregation of Faith Lutheran 
a time to gather and to receive Christ’s Body and Blood. We know that the COVID virus is highly 
contagious, and although we are taking every precaution we can to ensure your health and safety;             
by participating today you state you understand that and assume the risks. 

Jacob Heine, Senior Pastor 

Marti n Albrecht, Assistant Pastor 

Heather McCormick, Dir. of Family & Youth 

Hannah Elsey, Children’s Ministry 

Jeff Lane, Lay Deacon 

faithlutherantopeka.com 

office@faithlutheranchurch.com 

Faith Lutheran Church 
1716 SW Gage Blvd. 

Topeka KS  66604 


