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WEEK 6 .  Return to the Kingdom of God 

OPENING … John 18:12-14, 28-38  

Read Joel 2:13 together... 

Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

Prayer:  Jesus, You are King of kings and Lord of lords. With the Father and the Holy Spirit You have dominion 

and power over all things. Though You humbled Yourself to become one of us, You were no earthly king,                

as Your kingdom was not of this world. Thank You that Your life, death, and resurrection have set us free from 

sin by faith in You and Your promises. Amen.  

INTRODUCTION 

Being the sinners that we are, who and what we want will not often match who and what God wants for us.        

At the time of Samuel, the Israelites wanted to be like the other nations and have an earthly king rule over 

them. (1 Samuel 8). So, they asked the Lord for an earthly king rejecting the Lord as their only king. Because 

they had long rejected God, his will and ways, God gave them an earthly king with a warning from Samuel. 

Even through this human error and sin, God sees the larger picture and his plan will not be thwarted. Instead, 

God is working out His plan. His kingdom will come and will not be denied.  

During Advent, we sing “"The King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here. Life and salvation 

He doth bring" (LSB 341:1). This echoes from Psalm 24 the trifold cry of the people asking for the gates to be 

opened that the king of Glory may come in. Zechariah prophesied about Jesus: "Behold, your king is coming to 

you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and mounted on a donkey" (Zechariah 9:9). Before this was 

fulfilled, John the Baptizer, the forerunner of Christ, would preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand" (Matthew 3:2). A kingdom is coming that “is not of this world.” (John 18:36)  

Q & A 

Transition: The world was not ready to accept Jesus as God incarnate. He did not fit under their tent of beliefs 

of whom the Messiah would be and what He would do. They were eager for the Messiah to come and deliver 

them from the worldly authorities which oppressed them. Even those who did not believe in the One who sent 

Jesus wanted a Messiah for political freedom. The people thought less of how their hearts were truly enslaved 

by sin and the deadly burden of this spiritual and physical oppression. And so, while many waited for the 

Messiah, they did not believe the Father had sent His Son Jesus to carry out the Father’s plan for salvation. 

Many today still reject Jesus as the only plan for lasting salvation from what truly oppresses us.  

Ql.  Read John 18:28. The Jews brought Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to Pilate's house, but they do not enter 

Pilate’s house with Jesus. What reason is given in the text? Does this seem odd in light of their earlier handling 

of Jesus’ trial?  

“Eat the Passover” is not referring to Thursday’s Passover lamb meal. The Passover celebration lasted for 

seven days and included other sacrificial feasts with a particularly joyous feast on Friday afternoon before 

sundown. Interestingly, ceremonial law required for Passover preparation that all leaven or yeast be removed 

from their households, but it did not require staying out of Gentile homes. This too was another later addition 
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by Jewish rabbis in proving their holy zeal and in improving on God’s law. Read Matthew 23:24 and discuss the 

irony of what the leaders here were doing to Jesus and what they were worried about. Does this surprise you? 

What’s this say about human nature? 

 

Transition: While worried about becoming ceremonially unclean, the leaders are willing to condemn and kill an 

innocent man. A man who is completely without sin. They hope that the regional governor, Pontius Pilate,         

will help them with this. 

Q2. Read John 18:29-30. Pilate, sitting as a Roman judge, demands to know the accusation the Jews were bringing 

against Jesus. What does this say about Pilate’s prior knowledge of the situation?  

 What is their answer to Pilate? Would you describe it as evasive or direct?  

The Sanhedrin condemned Jesus for blasphemy. So why might they be hesitant to disclose this as the ground 

for their conviction? Could you describe what the leaders were doing here as trying to bluff Pilate? How were 

they feigning respect to Pilate? (serious charges followed by immediate trial and conviction that deserved a 

serious punishment).  

Look at the charges suggested in Luke 23:2. Would this have helped in bluffing Pilate?  

Transition: The Hardly a novice judge, Pilate smells something afoul and strongly indicates he wants no part of 

it. And yet, Pilate did not want to jeopardize his already shaky standing before Rome. He could not afford 

another riot or something similar. Pilate calls their bluff and tests the leaders’ resolve by saying, "Take Him 

yourselves and judge Him by your own law" (John 18:31).  

Q3. What strikes you about the leaders’ answer to Pilate? Revealing? Humiliating? Deceiving?  

In writing the gospel, the Spirit prompts John to give the listener/reader the chance to see the significant 

connection in the leader’s revelation. Read John 3:14, 12:32-33, and 18:32. The prediction that the Messiah 

would die by the Roman method of execution, as the Jews used stoning, must be fulfilled.  

 

Transition:  While the Jewish leaders wanted Pilate to rubber stamp their work and execute Jesus, Pilate  

showed he would do more. Looking back at the charges recorded in Luke 23:2, what pressure would this           

have put on Pilate?  

Q4. Pilate faced a dilemma with limited options. The crowd brought by the Jewish leaders and temple guard may 

have been growing with daylight. The leaders suggested charges that carried political overtones and pointed to 

the possibility that Jesus may be one of those Messianic fanatical figures who could trigger an uprising against 

Rome. Pilate takes Jesus back into the palace and asks him what? Read John 18:33.  What does this suggest 

about Pilate’s grasp of the situation?  

 

Transition:  As a Roman regional governor, Pilate certainly would not have expected his questions to be met by 

questions. But that’s how Jesus responded. The Holy Spirit revealed to John the words shared on this occasion 

which give us from our Savior’s lips the words setting forth in what glorious sense he is the King of the Jews, 

the true Israel, the new people of God, making up all believers in him from every nation and in every age. 

(Galatians 3:7-9; Revelation 5:9-10).  

Q5. Pilate Read John 18:34-35. What is the two-part response that Jesus gives Pilate instead of a straight answer? 
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How does Jesus’ response help Pilate to understand Jesus’ claim to kingship correctly?  

While Pilate was asking whether Jesus was someone asserting kingship over the Jewish people and posed a 

threat to Roman rule, Jesus’ first response is wanting Pilate to appreciate from the outset that he was the true 

King of salvation and Messiah promised to the Jews.  

Full of pride and frustration, Pilate responds with, "Am I a Jew?" And then challenges Jesus to deal with the 

charges at hand, "Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You over to me. What have You done?" 

In other words, are you truly aspiring to lead and have power over the Jews? 

Jesus replies at v. 36 by essentially saying that his kingdom does not originate in this world; it is not a secular 

rule. Here Jesus is saying his kingship is unique, and that his kingdom is uniquely his. It is not like the world ’s 

kingdoms which depend on the consent or the force of other humans. What proof does Jesus give Pilate?              

Do you see my fighting force? So what does that mean about the source of Jesus’ kingdom? 

Now hearing that Jesus sees himself as some aspiring king as the Jewish leaders have charged, Pilate fires 

back, “So you are a king?” But in so asking, Pilate also reveals that he is understanding that Jesus is not a fanatic 

Messianic-king wanting to overthrow the Romans.  

Jesus unequivocally affirms he is a king while disclosing the origin and nature of his kingship. He “was born.” 

While Pilate probably knew nothing about the incarnation, Jesus adds, “I have come into this world.” One writer 

describes this as Jesus revealing, “I came into this world from another world. Moreover, I have always existed in 

that world. I am God from all eternity. Then by an act of my own will I entered visibly into this world. I did so by 

being born as a man.” In other words, my kingdom is from another world. Imagine being Pilate at this moment, 

how would you have reacted to this explanation?  

 The next part of Jesus’ explanation is also a challenge. “to bear witness to the truth. Everyone is of the truth 

listens to my voice.” Jesus discloses the purpose or royal reason of his reign.  

Read John 3:17-18; 8:23-24, 31-38. Discuss what Jesus is telling Pilate in light of these other passages. What is 

this truth?  Who brings it? Can you come by it on your own or is it only revealed? Is it a truth accepted like any 

other known truth?  What does this truth bring? (Read 1 Cor. 1:18-25) 

Can you hear Jesus’ explanation as a call of grace directed to Pilate?  If so, do you think Pilate felt it? How does 

his response reveal that?  

What does this all say to you about the kingdom of God? A static place or activity? Reigning in hearts and lives 

or over a piece of land? (Hebrews 2:10). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Jesus states that He has come to "bear witness to the truth," and that those who are "of the truth" listen to Him. 

(See also John 10:25-28.) Having grown weary of listening to Jesus talk in such a mysterious way, Pilate dismisses 

Jesus' statements as intellectually beneath him, "What is truth?" (John 18:38). How do hear the world responding         

in the same way today? Read John 1:9-13. 

 

CLOSING 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, as the world continues to reject You and dismiss the truth of Your Word, help us, we pray, in the 

midst of that rejection, to hear the truth with ears and hearts of faith that cling to You as our King of kings. Bless us 

with perseverance and strength as we face the days ahead until You come again in glory. In Your name we pray. 

Amen.  
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Not a Small Group Study… This is a personal devotion from CPH resources. 
 

WEEK 7 .  The Resurrection & You: Come & See 

 

OPENING … Matthew 28:1-10  

Read Joel 2:13 ... 

Return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

Prayer: Father in heaven, You called Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, out of death and the grave and raised Him 

back to life, thus showing that His sacrifice for the sins of the world was acceptable to You. As we gather together to 

celebrate with joy His glorious resurrection, lead us always to know that we live by faith and not by sight. Help us 

always to believe in the promises that the empty tomb assures us of, namely the resurrection of our own bodies 

and life everlasting with You. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

When they woke that first Easter morning, little did anybody know that everything had changed for those who 

would believe in Jesus. However, Jesus had been saying this to His disciples for some time. "From that time 

Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and 

chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised' (Matthew 16:2; emphasis added). 

It can be very difficult while experiencing grief and loss to remember those things God's Word tells us that can 

bring us peace and hope in the midst of sorrow. Yet, as those who are called to believe in Jesus, we are called 

to believe not only that Jesus suffered and died on a cross but also that God raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus' 

resurrection brings that peace and hope to all who believe. On this day, we celebrate the Lord's resurrection. 

Each and every day is Easter to us because we have been called to faith in Him who was raised. As Jesus told 

His disciples, "Because I live, you also will live" (John 14:19). For this reason, you are invited this morning, with 

the same invitation given to the women at the tomb by God's messenger--the angel sitting on top of the             

stone--to "come and see." 

Q & A 

Transition:  When someone invites us to "come and see" something, we are expecting to look upon that person, 

place, or thing with our eyes. But on that first Easter morning, a day full of very strange happenings, the thing 

to be seen was at first ... unseen. The tomb was empty. Jesus was not there. But this was not a bad thing, as 

Jesus' followers would soon discover.  

Ql.   "Seeing is believing," or so the saying goes. Is this true?  

Al. According to our theme for this week, "Come and See," we might expect that indeed the saying is true. 

However, the opposite is actually true where faith in Jesus is concerned, as we learn a bit later in the Scriptures 

when Jesus says to Thomas, "Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed" (John 20:29).                  
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Transition: Sometimes we have been given enough information that we should expect certain things.                     

Yet oftentimes we are caught off guard. Where our own expectations and doubts meet, we are quite often 

surprised by what God is up to.  

Q2. What were the women who came to the tomb that morning going there to do? What did they expect to see? 

Read Mark 16:1-2; Luke 24:1. In detail, give a description of what they actually saw.  

A2. Matthew is our chosen text, but we have to look at the other Gospel texts to find out why the women were 

going to the tomb. The women expected to see the tomb closed up and were perhaps even unsure of how 

they were going to roll the large stone away from the entrance. But where we see only problems, hurdles, and 

obstacles, God has solutions. 

 Taking together the accounts of all four Gospel readings on the resurrection of Jesus, what the women saw 

that morning was the stone rolled away from the entrance of the tomb and an empty tomb. They also saw an 

angel or angels, depending on the account we are reading.  

  

Transition:  Think about all the emotions in each of the participants mentioned in our text from Matthew: 

sadness, fear, disbelief, excitement, joy, urgency, a sense of duty.   

Q3. Why do you think the guards "trembled and became like dead men"? What was the women's response?    

What was the disciples' response to the women?   

A3. Though we should be careful to not mix feelings and emotions with faith, the Easter accounts do offer us a fair 

amount regarding the emotions experienced by those who are mentioned. Imagine yourselves in the sandals 

of those who were there and saw the things they saw. The extremely bright angel dressed in white, a 

messenger from God. The stone that had closed up the tomb--the women wondered who would roll it away 

for them--already removed from the opening. The strange words of the messenger from God, "He is not here, 

He has risen, just as He said." The instructions from the angel to "go quickly and tell His disciples that He has 

risen from the dead, and behold, He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see Him. See, I have told 

you!" Then meeting Jesus as you ran back toward the city to tell the disciples--seeing Him--and having Him tell 

you that the disciples will also see Him in Galilee.  

CONCLUSION 

When they awoke that Easter morning, the women did not expect to see the things that they encountered. 

They probably expected to go to the tomb to anoint Jesus' lifeless body and to wipe away many tears of sorrow 

and loss. Instead, they experienced a myriad of emotions when they stumbled upon an angel from heaven, a 

rolled-away  stone, two  catatonic  guards, and no body in  the tomb. Such words of comfort and joy the angel 

said to the women that morning: "He is not  here, He is risen, just as He said." And still today, over two 

thousand years later, we echo that  Good News, that Gospel refrain, "He is risen indeed! Alleluia!" 

In a sense, every day for us now is Easter. He lives, and because He lives, we shall live also. Come and see what 

the Lord has in store for you. Come and see what the Lord has prepared for you. And one day come and see 

Him as He is for we shall be like Him. 

CLOSING 

Pray:  Loving Father, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus, from death and the grave, You have indeed 

opened to us everlasting life. Allow us, by the ways You have chosen, to "come and see" our risen Lord Jesus 

through the means of Word and Sacrament, until that day when He returns and we shall see Him as He is in all 

His glory, and we shall be like Him. In the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.  
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Notes and prayers on my Lenten Journey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


