
Return to Yahweh your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love; and he relents over disaster.  -Joel 2:13b

I haven’t met most of you. This is just fact. With a congregation membership of roughly 
1,000 people, and worship attendance of roughly 150 people that means that I have met 
roughly 20 percent of you, assuming not the same 150 of you show up every week.

Please know that I know some of you have very valid reasons for not being present in 
worship. Even before COVID there was a group of you that were homebound due to age 
and mobility issues. Since COVID there has been another group that have compromised 
immune systems, or care for someone with a compromised immune system and you have 
chosen for the protection of yourself or others that you care for to limit your contact in all 
aspects of your life. We absolutely respect this. We are also here for you. We still want to 
minister to you and we see you as part of the family of Faith. Please, let us know what you 
need and how we can make sure you are still receiving God’s gift of Word and Sacrament. 
But…

There are many more that have not returned to the fellowship of church, gathered 
around God’s grace of Word and Sacrament. We even see some of you out and about 
living your lives. Social media has connected us, but it also shows us what is happening. 
Many people have established new habits and substituted the habit of gathering for 
worship, setting aside particular time for this grounding in God’s presence for fitting it 
into your schedule, if you can, when you can, maybe on Sunday morning, maybe at other 
times. But the reality is that there are some of you that have stopped altogether. You 
have set a new habit of filling the time you used to dedicate to God with new habits and 
activities. 

It is time to return. I know that is blunt. I know that is almost (or perhaps for you it is) 
offensive. But it is true. There is no substitute for gathering together with your brothers 
and sisters in Christ in worship and fellowship. As edifying as it is to observe worship 
in your home, there is no substitute for being present together, joining your voice with 
the body of Christ in the time of worship. There is no way to receive the real presence of 
Christ in Communion then being present to do so.

They say it takes 40 days to set a habit. So, let’s unite together this Lent (40 Days of 
Preparation prior to Easter) to re-establish the habit of worshipping together. We will 
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Wednesday 
EvEning Worship

Ash Wednesday: 
February 17

Noon | 5:00* | 7:00
with Imposition of Ashes

 and Holy Communion

Lenten Wednesdays:
Feb 24, Mar 3, 10, 17, 24

5:00* | 7:00
* Livestream option

Meal served 5:45-6:30
in the Fellowship Hall 

a message from senior pastor, Jacob Heine



  faith lutheran church . topeka, kansas2

gather around the theme that guides us in this, “Return to the LORD.” In this we will repent (return from sin to God) and 
return to God’s presence in worship, together with our family of Faith. Along with worship, we hope you will pick up a 
companion home devotional to use during this season.

Not only can we not wait to see you (and for me, to meet you), but God is excited to see you again in worship. No matter how 
long it has been. God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He is eager to see you here 
with all the congregation worshiping and praising Him. He can’t wait to feed you and let you hear the proclamation of sins 
forgiven. God is calling you back. “Return” He calls, “the table is ready. The gifts are here. I am with you always and you will be 
filled. Return.”

I can’t wait to see you too.

In Christ’s Hands,  Pastor Jacob

from Pastor Jacob... (continued from front page)

Join a Lenten small group study
Faith's midweek Lenten theme this year will be "Return to the Lord your God" 
from Joel 2:13. Speaking through His prophet Joel, God called His people 
during a time of national calamity commanding that they turn away from 
their sinful lives and return to Him to have their lives blessed by His mercy 
and grace. Many describe what we are going through in terms not unlike 
a calamity, and the church has been God’s voice through it all bringing a 
message of repentance. 

This small group study will parallel the Lenten midweek worship themes 
offering the chance to dive deeper into God’s Word, to consider the 
difficulties experienced by those in the biblical narratives, and to discuss 
the application of those lessons to our own lives. The focus will be upon 
those things that can get in the way of our returning to God. We will see God 
drawing His own closer as these difficulties are faced, and we’ll be comforted 
in recognizing God’s steadfast love and mercy at work. This study seems 
particularly suited to our time and situation considering what the whole 
world experienced last year and continues to experience. Stepping into the 
place of the biblical people we’ll be studying, we’ll have the chance to discuss 
some important questions about how we’ve handled these challenges and 

what effect they have had on our lives as 
Christians. The topics include: A Call to 
Return; Prayer; Betrayal; False Witness; 
Denial; The Kingdom of God. 

Signing up for a small group is easy 
on a Sunday morning, on the church’s 
website, or by calling the church office. 
May we be challenged and blessed this 
Lent as we hear the call to "return to the 
LORD your God, for He is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love" (Joel 2:13).

Palm Sunday - March 28
8:00. 9:30. 11:00am 

 

Maundy Thursday - April 1
5:00 & 7:00pm 

Good Friday - April 2
12:00pm - worship

7:30pm - Tenebrae worship

Easter - April 4
6:30am - Easter Sunrise

8:00 & 11:00am - Traditional worship

9:30am - Contemporary worship



CHILDreN (preschool - grade 5) 
Sunday School •	  In-person class continues Sunday 
mornings at 11:00 for PS-5th grade in Room 202. Don't 
forget to check out FLC Kid Min Facebook page with more 
details and content for Children's Ministry.

WOW•	   Wednesdays... meal at 5:15, activities from 6-7pm.  
The kids are beginning work to create Easter banners for 
the sanctuary.
2|3 - Chili, hotdogs, chips, veggies/dip, oranges, cookies
2|10 - Burritos, rice and beans, chips and salsa
2|17 - Ash Wednesday - NO class. 
Lenten meal: Lasagna, salad, garlic bread, brownie
2|24 - Lenten meal: Baked potato bar and chili 

Special Project  •	 During Lent, families are encouraged to 
help create a beautiful living Easter Tree displayed on one 
of the trees at church. Sign up with Hannah to receive your 
family's booklet of home devotionals and supplies to create 
ornaments for the beautiful tree. Watch for more details 
coming soon.

JuNIor  youtH (grades 6-8)
Game Night •	  Friday, Feb 19, 6-9pm at Faith. Join us for 
dinner, games and a devotion.

Hosting Coffee Fellowship  •	 Sunday, Feb 7 from 8:30-
11:00am, baking scones and rolls to raise trip funds. 

SeNIor  youtH (grades 9-12)
Game Night  •	 Saturday, Feb 20, 6-9pm at the Huesers 
home (3931 SE 32nd St.) Play some board games, do a 
devotion and have dinner together.

Hosting Coffee Fellowship  •	 on Feb 21 from 8:30-
11:00am, baking scones and rolls to raise trip funds. 

ALL  youtH (grades 6-12)
Summer trips  •	 Keep an eye out for letters about the 
upcoming junior and senior youth summer trips.

All Youth Retreat  •	 Registration has been mailed out 
for the annual All-Youth Retreat happening April 16-18 at 
Camp Wood. Forms are due to Heather by Feb. 14.
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Senior SaintS for retired members 

Thursday, Feb 18
11:30am  .  Fellowship Hall
Join us for a lunch and presentation by DCE Heather on 
DCE Ministry and Education. RSVP to the church office.

Ministry to KIDS. youtH. 
Heather McCormick, director of youth & family ministry  

Hannah elsey, children's ministry

Mothers of Preschoolers 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 10am
If you are interested in participating in 
MOPS or MOPS Next groups of moms 
with little kiddos, contact DCE Heather.

Sunday, Feb 28
6:30pm

Now is the time to work on those 

hidden or not-so-hidden talents to 

share with others! Watch for more 

details about this year's Talent Show 

and how to sign up.

Faith's A thank you from our Music Ministry
Many thanks to all who responded so positively to the Virtual Choir Cantata. 
The comments received from those who tuned in were a blessing. It was 
joyfully received and  thanks to all who participated in many ways. Special 
people to be thanked are Pr. Jacob, Linda Meyer, Todd Reinert and son 
Taylor, and others who helped with the technical requirements, vocalists, 
accompanists,  instrumentalists, the Hale family, the Praise Team, the Alleluia 
Ringers, the children from the Christmas program, the staff who served as 
readers, the photographer, etc.

Prayerfully by next year we can join together and once again have all groups 
participating.  In the meantime, the music ministry will continue to serve to the 
best of our ability and use the gifts that God has given us to give God All Glory 
through voice and instrument.



Church leadership update
Financial report

The General Fund balance for December was a positive •	
$22,632 with contributions of $123,442 and expenses of 
$100,810.                     

The year ended with a General Fund positive balance of •	
$105,192 with contributions of $1,080,619 and expenses of 
$975,427.    

Year to date 2020 compared to 2019 show contributions are •	
$107,771 less and expenses $68,143 less. 

Galen Dale, treasurer, reported the congregation received •	
official notice in December the Payroll Protection Plan loan of 
$111,200 and $726 in interest was forgiven under the terms 
and conditions of the CARES Act. Galen also informed council 
the congregation did not meet qualifications for a second loan 
under provisions of the Payroll Protection Plan.

The 2021 Budget of $1,269,634 was approved at the •	
November voters meeting. Due to current conditions, council 
took an even approach for 2021 and generally maintained 
Ministry Team budgets as in 2020. Increase in salaries and 
benefits, provision for sealing the parking lot, reduced 
enrollment in Topeka Lutheran School and including salary 
and benefits for an Associate Pastor mid-year are major 
changes for 2021. The 2021 Budget is $27,100 less than the 
2020 Budget.  

Council order of business
Under supervision of Andy Hess with Latimer Sommers, Pip-•	
ing Contractors of KS has removed and recovered refriger-
ant from the old chiller, deconstructed the condensing unit 
and removed the condensing unit and chiller barrel. Piping 
Contractors also is removing piping from the underground 
culvert. Andy Hess, Joe Erwin of Piping Contractors and trust-
ees are meeting regularly for progress reports and oversight 
of the project. Project is on schedule to date. 

Hoefer Glass, Hutchinson KS, has suggested two options for •	
resolving the water leaking on the front sanctuary window.  
The initial proposal was to take all window sections to the 
shop in Hutchinson, remove all glass pieces and reset in new 
epoxy. This requires closing the window with plywood or 
Masonite and will take several months to complete. The other 
option is Hoefer Glass resealing each glass piece outside 
with a high quality clear or color matched sealant. Windows 
will not be removed and will take about a week to complete.  
Trustees continue discussion with Hoefer Glass.  

Removing tiles and new stone work on the west side •	
sanctuary exterior is pending on weather conditions and 
temperatures. 

Lay Leadership Council for 2021
At the Nov. 15, 2020 Voters Meeting the following were elected:

Blake Ramsey, president-elect     
Roger Offermann, LLC representative #2   
Debra Taylor, LLC representative #4    
David Lippe, 2021 District Convention lay delegate

Those continuing their term:
Kevin McCarthy, president (was president elect in 2020)
Galen Dale, teasurer
Rod Bleich, Spiritual Life representative
Gisela Bartling, LLC representative #1
David Lippe, LLC representative #3

Non-voting members:
Terri Bynum, recording secretary
Pastor and other called staff members

Monetary Drop box for members
To assist our members with dropping off money (payments, •	
donations not collected in offering plate, etc) when there isn't 
anyone in the office or after hours, there is now a locked wall 
box located in the education wing hallway next to the name 
tags. Please utilize the available envelopes and specify your 
name, amount and reason for donation or payment (i.e. adult 
education book, youth trip deposit). If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Sue Francik in the office.

Missionary ben Helge hosts call
On Jan. 15, Missionary Ben Helge hosted a Zoom call with Pastor 
Heine, Heather McCormick, Hannah & Sam Elsey, Doug Helmke 
and Stephanie Moran, to introduce Faith Lutheran Church to his 
ministry in Czechia (formerly the Czech Republic).

Ben was placed in Czechia by Together in Missions, an LCMS/
congregation-supported mission program. He is a New Mexico 
native who got his Bachelor Degree in Music Education from 
Concordia University in Irvine, Cal., and has been in Havířov-
Šumbark, Czechia, for 7 years.

Ben shared that 89 percent of the Czech population now 
identifies as having an unspecified or no religious affiliation. It is 
considered to be the most atheistic/agnostic country in the world.

Please pray for Ben and his ministry. Learn more about Ben on 
his LCMS webpage at https://www.lcms.org/helge. He sends a 
monthly newsletter that you can subscribe to at http://eepurl.
com/gdeaCP. Find Ben on FaceBook at facebook.com/groups/
missionaryhelge/ .  If conditions improve, Ben hopes to return 
to the United States in the Fall. If planning works out, he may be 
able to visit our congregation at that time.
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'the Lutheran Hour' sermon schedule   
[tune in Sunday mornings to 92.5FM at 8:00,  580AM at 7:30,  or go to LutheranHour.org]

Feb 7 - Stories Around the Table . Dr. Michael Zeigler shares 
a story about people who had more in common than they 
thought. (Mark 6-8)

Feb 14 - Shines and Saves  . Jesus surpasses all expectations 
as we see Him revealed on the Mount of Transfiguration.            
(Mark 9:2-13, with Rev. Cody Cooper)

Feb 21 - Do You See Anything?  . The world wields power with 
blunt force, but God hides His power in suffering, weakness, 
and humility. (from Mark, with Dr. Zeigler]

Feb 28 - Where a Kid Can Be a Kid .  An impossible situation 
need not be a hopeless one. (Mark 10, with Dr. Zeigler]

A prAyer
Lord God, our Maker and Redeemer in whom we trust. We ask You to continue 
to bless our children as they learn about You through our churches and 
Topeka Lutheran School. We ask also, a special blessing on all those who have 
participated in our “Grow God’s Children” capital campaign as we continue to 
raise funds to enable the TLS Foundation to provide the monetary support 
needed to keep the school functioning. We also ask You to bless the teachers, 
the principal and the support staff of TLS as they forge ahead this year and we 
ask You to keep them safe from the COVID virus so that they may enjoy the time 
spent in school learning about Your Son, Jesus Christ, in Whose Name we pray, 
Amen.

SUPPORT TOPEKA LUTHERAN TODAY! CLICK TO DONATE... https://
www.topekalutheran.org/pledge-tracker

totAL CoMMItMeNtS 
Capital Campaign (GGC) Fund

Total Amount Committed: $831,543

Total Pledged Gifts Received: $549,971

Thank you for your generous support 
to TLS and its ministry with your gifts to 
the capital campaign, the Grant-in-Aid 
special appeal (for tuition assistance), the 
Burglary Recovery Fund (in early 2020), 
and for the new TLS signage and new 
outdoor laboratory. Your prayers and gifts 
have been truly a blessing for TLS and its 
ministry, and we look forward to working 
together with you in 2021!

tLS upDAteS & eVeNtS
Basketball Tournament: Feb. 12-13

Closed to the public, limited teams invited.•	
We want to keep our coaches and players •	
safe, while continuing the tradition. Thank 
you for your support and understanding.

Calling all incoming Kindergartners
Do you know families with young •	
children who are interested in a Christian 
education? Contact the TLS office for 
enrollment details.
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Doorstep, with the support of Topeka 
congregations, continues to provide 
services to our neighbors in need.

AID to our NeIgHborS
Doorstep provides short-term emer-
gency aid to our Topeka neighbors who 
are in need during this difficult time.

The cold winter weather means high 
utility bills. Doorstep offers utility 
assistance to individuals and families 
throughout the year as funds are 
available. Your financial donations 
now can help your neighbors who are 
struggling to pay those high utility bills. 

Also, this time of year, the clothing room 
at Doorstep is especially in need of 
used blankets (any size), and coats and 
gloves for men, women and children. All 
donations can be brought to church and 
left in the Gathering Nook.

FuNDrAISer CANCeLeD
Doorstep’s annual Operation Soup 
Line has been canceled this year 
because of COVID. If you have 
regularly attended, consider donating 
the usual $10 ticket price to help offset 
the loss of this major fundraiser.

Souper boWL
Feb. 7 is the Super Bowl, and each 
year Doorstep has its own Souper 
Bowl. Members are encouraged to 
donate soup and crackers to help 
restock the food pantry. Last year, 
local congregations collected 5,382 
pounds for the event! A can of soup 
and crackers can be a warm and 
nourishing meal. Also, an old manual 
can openers can be donated as well.

Doorstep is blessed by Faith’s support 
and prayers. Thank you!

Dear members of Faith, 
Thank you all for the phone calls, cards, and notes after my 
surgery for a fractured foot. Most of all, I thank you for the 
prayers that were offered on my behalf.  It is appreciated and 
may God bless all of you.   ~ Mary Shaw

To Faith Lutheran members,
Thank you for the thoughts and prayers following my surgery, 
I greatly appreciated them all.   ~ Doug Peterman

BIRTHDAYS
1 David Knowland

1 Kim Knowland

1 Kerstin Schmitt

2 Jessica Ellis

2 Kay Logan

3 Addy Houghtaling

3 Carol Olson

4 Graceyn Vines

5 Robert Sims

5 Andrew Wodtke

6 Bill Theis

7 Sheila Krohe

7 Susan North

8 Scott Spiker

9 Ryder Bazil

9 Mick Calderwood

9 Richard Corum

9 Matthew Fowler

9 Nevaeh Garcia

9 Joan Reynolds

10 Caylen McCoy

10 Bennett Rodda

10 Don Schultz

11 Drew Bradshaw

11 Jesse Thacker

11 Conner Vines

12 Eddie Fowler

12 Kaelyn Horn

12 Rose Martin

12 Denae Oltmanns

12 Morgan Shughart

13 Adrienne Burdiek

13 Helen Hanson

13 Allyson Harris

14 Adam Rankin

14 Tara Sage

14 Keeya Thompson

15 Don Signor

16 Izzy Moran

16 Jasmine Wills

17 Paige Alonzo

17 Anna Bolz

17 Tim Bolz

17 Paul Bowers

17 Beth Helmke

17 Jay North

17 Connie Widdell

18 Kylee Kutscher

20 Lori Franken

20 Tami Lierz

20 Jan Williams

21 Kelly Burke

21 Nolan Gaps

21 Phil Lange

21 Ashley Watson

22 Jason Barrett

22 Cash Guffey

22 Ani Jennings

22 Tory Young

23 Diana Hughes

23 Joyce Johnson

25 Kolby Jones

25 Larry Cattoor

26 DeAnna King

26 Rylee Burris

26 Vanessa Hogg

27 Shannon Domingo

27 Weston Henley

28 Emily Poe

28 David Wodtke

ANNIvERSARIES
2 Felicia & Richard Goins

3 Mike & Lindsey Munson

10 Marvin & Reva Hossfeld

12 Kenlon & Jennifer Johannes

13 Larry & Jolene Saunders    

 (40 years)

14 Todd & Donna Reinert

15 Paul & Peggy Roberts

21 Julie & Bill Haverkamp  

& ANNIVERSARIES
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Circles meet for bible study and fellowship: 
Hannah Circle.  Saturday, Feb 6  (Zoom or in person, 
TBA). Contact Karen Brumleve, 230-7967. 
[How they serve: Visits new moms with a meal and the 
Cradle Roll birth packet.]

Eve Circle.  Monday, Feb 8 at 7:00pm in the church parlor. 
Contact Nancy (273-6569) or Sherrie (506-5764).  
[How they serve: Helps with various receptions, as needed.]

Ruth Circle.  Wednesday, Feb 10 at 9:30am in the church 
parlor. Contact Brenda Reynolds, 785-437-2050. 
[How they serve: Coordinates Prayer Chain and assists with 
receptions and funeral meals.]

Deborah Circle. Tuesday, Feb 16 (via Zoom). Contact 
Karen Peterson, 232-5330, for more details.  
[How they serve: Assists with funeral meals.]

LWr Quilters   Join the group to sew on the simple quilts in 
the parlor on Mondays, Feb 8 and 22 starting at 9 a.m.

Mites|Mission projects  The National Convention, June 
24-27, will be held in Lexington KY. The two-year mite goal 
is $2,100,000 with just $130,000 left to collect this Spring.  
Delegates attending will vote on a new mite goal for 2021-2023.

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Psa lm 95 : 1

Cale Neddermeyer•   3136 SE Aries, Topeka KS 66605

Alana Grisell •   6255 Dan Blocker Ave, Unit 101, 

Henderson NV 89011

Address changes.   

Contemporary Service Teams:
2|7 -  Huesers|Moran
2|14 -  Bartling
2|21 -   Saunders
2|28 -   TLS|Francik

Spiritual Life|Communion:

8:00 - Colleen Lippe (SLL),         
Nancy Rhone, Tom Dittmer, 
David Pinick       

11:00 - Colleen Lippe (SLL),         
Rod Bleich, Don Bartling,   
Dave Schwartz

Traditional Ushers:
8:00 -  Ron Kufahl, Greg 
Johnson, Tom & Kay Dittmer
11:00 -  Phil & Rebecca 
Gutierrez, Ron Robinson

Lay Readers [8 .11]:
2|7 - Claire Banion  
 Elaine Eggold
2|14 - Jan Rankin  
 Sherrie Dick
2|21 - Jane Schaible  
 Karen Brumleve
2|28 - Shari Albrecht  
 Elaine Eggold

Acolytes [8 . 9:30 . 11]:
2|7 - Sam Francik
 Natalie Hogg
 Jacob Marchant
2|14 - Julianne Marichal
 Luke Robinson
 Trenton Rollenhagen
2|21 - Aidyn Schultz
 Kaydee Wills
 Hannah Heine
2|28 - Lucas Marichal
 Zek Moore
 Hayden Saunders

Altar Guild:
Karen Bosch, Maureen 
Schwant (prep); Fred & Connie 
Crowder (covering)

Money Counters:
Rudy & Joan Reynolds, 
Rich & Barb Mesloh

February Schedule of Serving.   

1|25 - Dick Miller

Member death.   baptisms.
1|10 - Jeremiah Lee Anderson

son of Cheyenne & Brandon Anderson

1|24 -Friedrich Alexander Baier

son of Friedrich W. Baier & Emily Stein

blocked for on-line viewing
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LeAD StAFF.

Jacob Heine, senior pastor
 PastorHeine@faithlutherantopeka.com

Martin Albrecht, assistant pastor
 PastorMartin@faithlutherantopeka.com

Heather McCormick, dir. of youth/family ministry
 DCEHeather@faithlutherantopeka.com

Hannah Elsey, children's ministry  
HannahElsey@faithlutherantopeka.com

Support StAFF.

[firstlastname]@faithlutherantopeka.com

Don Bartling, administrative support   

Sharon Lowe, receptionist/office assistant

Linda Meyer, communications/cont. worship

Sue Francik, bookkeeper/ministry coordinator

Linda Laird, organist/music director
 MASL6@cox.net

AuxILIAry.
Jeff Lane, lay deacon
 LaneJeff6850@yahoo.com

Mary Shaw, parish assistant
 MJShaw929@gmail.com

Pat Schultz, RN, parish nurse
 TiredMomPLS@aol.com

CHurCH oFFICe HourS.
 Mon - Fri  8:00am to 4:30pm (closed noonhour)

 Sunday 9-9:30 and 10:30-11:00am

SuNDAy WorSHIp.
 8:00*  | 11:00am - Traditional style
 9:30* - Contemporary style  
 3:00pm - for the Deaf and hard of hearing 

              (via KansaSEED Facebook live)
 * also live-streamed on Facebook and 

available after on our website

eDuCAtIoN opportuNItIeS.
 Sundays: 9:30 (adults)  11:00 (all ages)
 WOW Wednesdays: 5:15-7pm (Sept-Apr)

The Messenger is mailed monthly to all 
members. March edition deadline is         
Feb 18. Send to Editor Linda Meyer. 

Faith Lutheran Church
1716 SW Gage Boulevard
Topeka, Kansas 66604

p. 785.272.4214
f.  785.271.0974
e. office@faithlutherantopeka.com

FaithLutheranTopeka.org
Follow us on FACEBooK:
  Faith Lutheran Church-Topeka

Happy Valentine's Day!


