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Christmas Eve  
December 24, 2020 
  
 
 
Prelude:  Christmas Medley                                                                                  arr. B. H. Isaac 
  Bryce Liedtke, violin 
                  9:30pm:  Gesu’ Bambino (the Infant Jesus)                                          Pietro A. Yon 
  JuliAnn Mazachek, soloist, Bryce Liedtke, violin 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Invocation 
   Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
   People: Amen. 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
   Pastor: For each of the last four Sundays, we’ve lit the candles of the Advent wreath, 

each light was a step from the darkness towards the coming of the promised 
Christ – Immanuel, who has promised to come to us.  We again light the candle of 
hope, real hope based on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus – we look to 
the future resting in the hope of life that is ours through the Savior. 

   People: O Come, O Come Immanuel. 
   Pastor: The second candle we light for peace: We find our peace in the power and 

presence of the Spirit, promised by Jesus and sent to bring us faith and keep us in 
the faith. 

   People: O Come, O Come Immanuel. 
   Pastor: We light the third candle in the name of joy: We find our joy in the Good News of 

the coming Christ Child as we sing for joy with the shepherds and the angels this 
Christmas Eve. 

   People: O Come, O Come Immanuel. 
   Pastor: The last candle reminds us that the gift of the Christ Child and his gifts for us are 

all moved by the love of God – a love that sent the Son to be our redeemer. 
   People: O Come, O Come Immanuel. 
   Pastor: Now we light the central candle; the light that shines in the darkness. This is the 

great light that is Jesus, promised of old and given at Bethlehem. 
   People: O Come, O Come Immanuel. 
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Hymn   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                (stanzas 1, 2 & 7) 
 O come, O come, Emmanuel,  And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here  Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 
 

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,  Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show,  And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 

 O come, Desire of nations, bind In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,  And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

                                                                                                                                                                                                             Public domain 

Opening Sentences 
   Pastor: As we gather on the eve of Christmas to relive the story of our Savior’s birth 

and to celebrate the gift of life that we receive through Christ. Hear then the 
Word of the Lord: “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

   People: On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 
   Pastor: You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; 
   People: They rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest. 
   Pastor: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. 
   People: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. 
   Pastor: Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign 

on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 
justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. 

   People: The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” O Come, let us adore 
Him! 

 

Hymn  O Come, All Ye Faithful                                              (stanzas 1-3) 

 O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; Come and behold Him 
Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

Refrain O come, let us adore Him,  O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him,    Christ the Lord! 

 

 Highest, most holy, Light of Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;  Son of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

 Sing, choirs of angels,  Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God  In the highest: Refrain 
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Confession and Absolution 
   Pastor: The Holy Spirit has shone the light of God’s love into our hearts, giving us faith 

to believe that the darkness of our sin has indeed been dispelled by the coming 
of Christ in the flesh. Let us, therefore, go to God’s throne of grace, confessing 
our sins. 

   People: Wonderful Counselor, we confess that we have listened to the advice of the 
dark world around us. We have let the gloom of the nations and the 
difficulties of our personal lives blind us to the life of your love. We confess 
that our busy doing and decorating have shrouded our Christmas and cause 
us to lose focus on the Christ Child. We have failed to recognize you as 
glorious Lord over all. We have not always sought to live in Your light. 
Forgive us for shaping our celebrations and our lives to fit our own desires. 
Seize us by your Spirit, focus our eyes and hearts on the coming Christ. 
Inspire us with that coming so that we shout from the housetops the Good 
News proclaimed by the angels and shared joyfully by the shepherds. Make 
us into your joy-filled Christmas messengers, sharing your powerful message 
of salvation for all. 

   Pastor: To us a Child is born; to us God’s Son is given! Christ’s eternal reign has broken 
through to our time and place with the brilliant light of His mercy and 
forgiveness. All your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. Arise, shine, for your light has come! And the glory of 
the Lord has risen upon us! 

 

Hymn of Praise  O Little Town of Bethlehem                      (stanzas 1, 2, & 4) 

 O little town of Bethlehem,    How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep    The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth    The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years    Are met in thee tonight. 

 

 For Christ is born of Mary,    And, gathered all above 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep    Their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together    Proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king    And peace to all the earth! 

 

 O holy Child of Bethlehem,    Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in,    Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels    The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us,    Our Lord Immanuel! 
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Prayer of the Day 
   Pastor: On this holy night, we welcome with joy the light of your life among us, Baby 

Jesus. Thank You for being the light of our lives every day. Shatter the darkness of 
sin and death. Break through the shadows of sadness. Reveal the warmth of Your 
love. 

   People: Let Your brilliance shine through each one of us tonight that we may show the 
world the power of Your bright presence in and around us wherever we are. 
Help us to always glow with Your greatness and shimmer with your grace that 
more may come to Your Light and be blessed by You. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 7:10-14 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 
test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, 
that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.  

      Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
      People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle Lesson:   1 John 4:7-16 
 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born 

of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we 
love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that 
we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen 
and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever 
confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have 
come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever 
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.  

   Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Skit:  The Four Shepherds  
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Gospel Lesson:  Matthew 1:18-25 
   Pastor: The Holy Gospel, from St. Matthew, the first chapter. 
   People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
    18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 
resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All 
this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”  (which means, God 
with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus. 

   Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
   People: Praise to You, O Christ! 
 
Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
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     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sermon Hymn  Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing 
 Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild,    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,  Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim,  “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”  Refrain 

 

Refrain Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

 Christ, by highest heav’n adored,  Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come,    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,  Jesus, our Immanuel!  Refrain 

 

 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings,    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by,  Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth,  Born to give them second birth.  Refrain 

     
Sermon 
 

Prayers of the Church 
   Pastor: Dear Christ, our Lord, on this holy night, you came into our dark world and 

changed the atmosphere forever. Help us worship you with reverence and awe, 
as the shepherds did, and watch for ways in which your Light continues to 
pierce the depths of our souls with heavenly glory. O Light of the World, 

   People: Shine through us, we pray. 
   Pastor: Thank you for the gathering of your people here, many bright lights who shine 

your glory upon us here. Bind us together. Fill us with divine gladness. Warm 
our hearts toward one another, that your Light may continue to brighten this 
place with purpose and peace. O Light of the World, 
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   People: Shine through us, we pray. 
   Pastor: Great giver of Light, illumine those who are lonely and poor, forgotten and 

discarded by the world, that they may come to know your Light and be 
strengthened by it to be sparked into a new relationship with you and a 
desire to live for you. O Light of the World, 

   People: Shine through us, we pray. 
   Pastor: Be with family and friends who come from near and far to celebrate your 

birth in their homes. Enlighten them with compassion for one another and 
gratitude in their hearts for the blessings of being with one another and 
spurring one another on to good deeds in response to your love, O Light of 
the World, 

   People: Shine through us, we pray. 
   Pastor: As gifts are opened and surprises are revealed, bring to light the fact that you 

remain the greatest gift of all, and no gift on earth can outshine your 
superiority, O Light of the World, 

   People: Shine though us, we pray. 
   Pastor: To those who are sick and hospitalized and those who are hurting or 

mourning the loss of loved ones, let your light never dim in their eyes. Keep 
them focused on the glory yet to come and grant them healing. Bring an end 
to this pandemic, and may we see your Light shine in dark places, even in 
these days of trouble. O Light of the World, 

   People: Shine through us, we pray. 
   Pastor: Be a beacon of hope to all those divided or in battle. Unite your people 

around your Light and help all to see the way to peace more clearly because 
of you. O Light of the World, 

   People: Shine through us, we pray. 
   Pastor: May our songs of praise to you this night reverberate around the world and 

resound throughout the year. May your birth this night be the Light that 
brightens all our days. O Light of the World, 

   People: Shine through us, we pray. Amen. 
 

Preface  
   Pastor: The Lord be with you.  
   People: And also with you.  
   Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
   People: We lift them to the Lord.  
   Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
   People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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The Proper Preface 
    Pastor: It is truly good right and salutary . . . Evermore praising You and saying: 
 
Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini 
   Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   People: Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion Distribution  
     

   Hymn   Angels We Have Heard on High                        

  Angels we have heard on high,    Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 And the mountains in reply,    Echoing their joyous strains.  Refrain 

 

 Refrain  Gloria in excelsis Deo.  Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

  Shepherds, why this jubilee?    Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be    Which inspire your heav’nly song?  Refrain 

 

  Come to Bethlehem and see    Him whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come, adore on bended knee    Christ the Lord, the newborn King.  Refrain 

 

     Hymn  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 

 Gentle Mary laid her child    Lowly in a manger; 
There He lay, the Undefiled,    To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place,    Can He be the Savior? 
Ask the saved of all the race    Who have found His favor. 

 



 Angels sang about His birth,    Wise Men sought and found Him; 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth    Glory all around Him. 
Shepherds saw the wondrous sight,    Heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night,    All the hills were ringing. 

 

 Gentle Mary laid her child    Lowly in a manger; 
He is still the Undefiled    But no more a stranger. 
Son of God of humble birth,    Beautiful the story; 
Praise His name in all the earth;    Hail the King of glory! 

 

Hymn  Angels from the Realms of Glory 
 Angels from the realms of glory,    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story,    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 
 

    Refrain Come and worship, come and worship;  Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 

 Shepherds in the field abiding,    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing,    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

 

 Sages, leave your contemplations,    Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations,    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

 

 Saints before the altar bending,    Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending,    In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

 

 All creation, join in praising    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising    To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain 

 

Hymn  Away in a Manger 
 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,   
 The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the [bright] sky looked down where He lay,   
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,   
 But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,   
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 
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 Post-Communion thanksgiving 
   Pastor We give thanks to You, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift,  
   People: and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 

same in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; 
   Pastor: through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
   People: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lighting of the Candles 
     Pastor: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; 
without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that 
life was the light of man. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it. And the Word become flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

Anthem  
   8:00 PM:  O Holy Night!                                                                                                   Adolphe Adam 
   Anna Bolz Obdyke, soloist 
   9:30PM:  Do You Hear What I Hear?                                                                            Regney/Shayne 
  Lindsey Guffey, soloist 

 

Hymn   Silent Night, Holy Night                                        

  Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright  
  Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy Infant, so tender and  mild, 
  Sleep in heavenly peace,  Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

  Silent Night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight; 
  Glories stream from heaven afar,  Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
  Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING  
We invite everyone to join us in the lighting of a candle to symbolize the 

grace and love God has given to each of us in Christ’s birth.  
— PLEASE NOTE — the lit candle should remain vertical . . tip the unlit 

candle to receive the flame.  This will keep wax from dripping on hands, 
pews and carpeting.  
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  Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light 
  Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming  grace, 
  Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,  Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 
Christmas Prayer 
   Pastor: Almighty God, heavenly Father, we thank You for Your unspeakable gift to 

mankind in the birth of the Christ Child at Bethlehem, as announced by the 
angel this holy night. May the mystery of the Word made flesh fill our soul 
with the wonderment and yearning that like the shepherds we may hurry to 
worship at His manger bed. Change our hearts from a busy upper room that 
has no space for Your Son, that it may be a quiet chamber kept for Him. 

 

Help us in the spirit of true repentance to rejoice in our Savior’s birth that in 
genuine faith we may join in the son of the angels, share the delight of the 
shepherds, and adore Him with the Magi. Grant that Christ may be born again 
in us this holy night that the truth, love, and redemption He brought may 
henceforth abide in our hearts and lives. Like Mary, may we keep all these 
things and ponder them in our hearts always. 

 

 And as You have made us partakers of His glory here, grant that we may share 
His glory everywhere. In Jesus’ name we are all this. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
   People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Anthem 
   8:00PM:  All is Well                                                                                       Smith/Kirkpatrick 
 Adult Choir recording 
   9:30PM:  All is Well                                                                                       Smith/Kirkpatrick 
 Lindsey Guffey, soloist 
 

The candles may be extinguished.  Hold upright until the wax hardens.   
Please return them to the boxes at the back of the church as you leave. 
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Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn  Joy to the World 
 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

 He rules the world with truth and grace 
    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

 

Postlude—Alleluia ringers:  Love Has Come                        arr. By Michael Mazzatenta 
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Y 
ou are welcome to Holy Communion  Prior to communing, we should all 
examine our hearts as directed in 1 Cor. 11:28, “Let a man examine himself, 
and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” Do you acknowledge 
your kinship with your brothers and sisters in Christ at this communion rail 

and do you set aside any refusal to forgive? Do you desire to live a God pleasing life? 
Are you aware of your sin and your need of God's forgiveness? If so, and you believe 
that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine through his body and blood, you are 
welcome to commune in this fellowship of believers in Christ. Children are invited 
forward for a blessing. If sensitive to wine, clear grape juice is available in the center of 
the tray. Welcome to this foretaste of the feast to come. 
      
 

THOSE WHO SERVE    
Preacher:  Pastor Jacob Heine 

Worship Leaders:  Pastor Martin Albrecht & Lay Deacon Jeff Lane 
Skit:  Heather McCormick & Hannah Elsey  

Organist: Linda Laird 
Instrumentalists:  Bryce Liedtke  & Brynne Liedtke 
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During these extraordinary times, we are pleased to be able to bring the congregation of Faith Lutheran a 
time to gather and to receive Christ’s Body and Blood. We know that the COVID virus is highly conta-
gious, and although we are taking every precaution we can to ensure your health and safety; by partici-
pating today you state you understand that and assume the risks.  



 
Faith Lutheran Church 

1716 SW Gage Boulevard    ⧫   Topeka Kansas  66604 
785-272-4214   ⧫  faithlutherantopeka.com 

 
 

 

 

 


