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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 6,  2020 
 

Prelude   
 

Announcements 
 

Invocation & Confession/Absolution 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (We kneel for a time of silence for reflection on 
God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart;       
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

Leader: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of        
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

People: Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn       Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now 
Lord Jesus Christ be present now    Our hearts in true devotion bow 
Your Spirit send with light divine    And let Your truth within us shine 

 

Unseal our lips to sing Your praise   In endless hymns through all our days 
Increase our faith and light our minds    And set us free from doubt that blinds 
 

Then shall we join the hosts that cry   O holy holy Lord Most High 
And in the light of that blest place    We then shall see You face to face 
 

All glory to the Father Son    And Holy Spirit Three in One 
To You O blessèd Trinity    Be praise throughout eternity                              Public domain                                                                                                     



 

Kyrie   
Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,                

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise 
   Leader: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
   People: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
 whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
 Power and riches and wisdom and strength                                                                       

and honor and blessing and glory are His. 
 This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
 Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: 
 Blessing and honor and glory and might  
 be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
 This is the feast of victory for our God,  
 for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
 Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Leader: The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray.  O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble 

servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are 
right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
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First Reading:     Ezekiel 33:7–9 
 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a 

word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked 
one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that 
wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you 
warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall 
die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody  Psalm 32:1–7  

Reader: Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
People: Blessèd is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose 

spirit there is no deceit. 
Reader: For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  
People:  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up    

as by the heat of summer.  
Reader: I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will 

confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
People: Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you 

may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him.  
Reader: You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from  trouble; you surround me 

with shouts of deliverance.  

 
Second Reading:    Romans 13:1–10 
 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 

from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the 
authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment.         
3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one 
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. 
For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
5Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor 
is owed.  8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another 



has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong 
to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Alleluia Verse 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Gospel:    Matthew 18:1-20 
Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the eighteenth chapter. 
People:  

 

 

 

  
    1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I 
say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  
5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes one of 
these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.  7“Woe to 
the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations come, but woe to the 
one by whom the temptation comes! 8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut 
it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two 
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, 
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tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes 
to be thrown into the hell of fire.  10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I 
tell you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 
12What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does 
he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? 
13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that 
never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of these little 
ones should perish.  15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you 
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16But if he does not listen, 
take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence 
of two or three witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  
18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 
about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  

 
 
 
 

 
Children’s Message 

 

Hymn            Shepherd of Tender Youth 

Shepherd of tender youth    Guiding in love and truth 
Through devious ways   Christ, our triumphant king 
We come Your name to sing  And here our children bring   
To join Your praise 
 
O ever be our guide    Our shepherd and our pride 
Our staff and song    Jesus O Christ of God 
By Your enduring Word    Lead us where You have trod 
Make our faith strong 
 
 

So now and till we die    Sound we Your praises high 
And joyful sing    Infants and all the throng 
Who to the Church belong   Unite to swell the song 
To Christ our king                                                                               Public domain 

 



 Sermon   
 
Apostles’ Creed    
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering Moment 
 
Service of the Sacrament:                                                                              
   Preface 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor: it is truly good, right, and salutary… evermore praising You and singing: 

 

Sanctus 
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The Words of Institution 
  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  

Pax Domini 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.   Amen. 

  

Agnus Dei 
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Communion distribution 
        When communion is brought to your pew, you may stand, kneel as able or remain seated. 
 

Music Selections   
 

Post-Communion Canticle   Thank the Lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post-Communion Collect       
 

Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn:    Praise the Almighty 
Praise the Almighty my soul adore Him    Yes I will laud Him until death 
With songs and anthems I come before Him    As long as He allows me breath 
From Him my life and all things came    Bless O my soul His holy name 
Alleluia alleluia 

 

Praise all you people the name so holy    Of Him who does such wondrous things 
All that has being to praise Him solely    With happy heart its amen sings 
Children of God with angel host   Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost 
Alleluia alleluia        Public domain 
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Dismissal 
 Leader: Grow in Faith.  Share Christ’s love. 
 People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude:  Praise the Almighty, My Soul Adore Him                                         setting:  Behnke   
 
 

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway 

Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 



 

Jeff Lane, Lay Deacon 
lanejeff6850@yahoo.com 

 
Hannah Elsey, children’s ministry 

hannahelsey@faithlutherantopeka.com 

vacant, Senior Pastor 

Martin Albrecht, Assistant Pastor 
martinalbrecht@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Heather McCormick, Dir. of Family & Youth 
dceheather@faithlutherantopeka.com 

You are welcome to Holy Communion  Prior to communing, we should all 

examine our hearts as directed in 1 Cor. 11:28, “Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of 
that bread and drink of that cup.” Do you acknowledge your kinship with your brothers and sis-
ters in Christ at this communion rail and do you set aside any refusal to forgive? Do you desire to 
live a God pleasing life? Are you aware of your sin and your need of God's forgiveness? If so, and 
you believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine through his body and blood, you 
are welcome to commune in this fellowship of believers in Christ. If sensitive to wine, clear grape 
juice is available in the center of the tray.   Welcome to this foretaste of the feast to come. 

Those Who Serve  
Preacher:  Martin Albrecht        Worship Leader:  Pastor Dan Galchutt            
Children’s Message:  Heather McCormick         Organist:  Linda Laird 

Next Week’s Lessons    Genesis 50:15-21      Psalm 103:1-12 

                Romans 14:1-12       Matthew 18:21-35 


