
a message from Jacob Heine, our new senior pastor

Rejoice in hope, be patient in affliction, be persistent in prayer.  ~Romans 12:12

I started praying fervently back in March. It was a time of prayer where you are on your 
knees, literally and figuratively. It was a crying out to God in voice, in emotion, and in spirit. 

I don’t think I was alone at being persistent in prayer at that time. The world stood still 
as we wondered what would come next. COVID was a new word on our lips and we all 
saw things changing by the moment. Decisions made in one hour would be changed in 
the next. We sheltered in place and we dealt with closing work and school. And we were 
persistent in prayer.

We wrestled through world afflictions and we wrestled through personal afflictions. We 
learned how to work remotely. We learned how to view a worship service from a distance. 
All families took on the challenge of homeschooling. We cried. We dealt with stress.        
We dealt with distance. We became persistent in prayer.

I started praying fervently back in March. My prayer, maybe like yours, was a lot like this: 
“God, I need you. I don’t know how we get through this. I don’t know how this works out.    
I see you are doing something, but I don’t know what it is. God, help!”

It’s in the midst of these struggles, these afflictions, that God grows our faith in profound 
ways. We are brought to a place where we have to stop, look to God and say, “I trust you 
God. I don’t know how this works out, but I know you are up to something.” 

And that is hope. The belief that we don’t always know where the path leads, but knowing that 
it leads to something that is great because God is leading the trip. It is knowing that even when 
we make a mistake, step off the path, doubt that things are working out and take matters into 
our own hands, that God is working everything out. Because that is what He does.

In March I was praying fervently. The world stopped and I couldn’t see where the path went. 
I suspect you were much the same. Little did I know at that time that God would lead me and 
show me how this would work out, that He would lead me to Faith Lutheran and Topeka. 

But this is why we rejoice in hope. It is knowing that God WILL and DOES work it out.       
We trust Him to be the lamp to our feet and light to our path. We know that God does 
work everything out. This is hope.

I am still praying fervently. I can’t say I know every step along the path we will take 
together as a congregation. I can’t say I know how everything will come together. But I do 
know that God has brought us to this, and since He has brought us to it, everything will 
work out for His good.

And that is hope. That is what we rejoice in. That is why we pray. Because in God’s time,   
in God’s way, He will work it out. God has brought us together. For this I rejoice. For this I 
hope. For this I pray fervently.
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of 
Rev. Jacob Heine

Saturday, Oct 24
3:00pm

This blended worship 
with guest preacher 
Rev. Mark Kiessling 

will also be livestreamed
due to seating limitations 

in the sanctuary. 

A simple reception will follow

in the Fellowship Hall
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One change made to worshiping safety guidelines
from a congregation email dated 9|23|20

As Faith Lutheran Church continues to monitor the Shawnee 
County Health Department guidelines for COVID, an advisory 
committee formed by the Lay Leadership Council working with 
Called Staff recently re-evaluated Faith’s current practices and 
will continue to do so as guidelines and circumstances change.

Please know that we are mindful of God’s Word that calls us “to 
stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to 
meet together,” (Hebrews 10:24-25), while knowing that love and 
good works means caring for the safety of one another. We are 
also working with appreciation for God’s command that we are 
“subject to the governing authorities” (Romans 13:1), as they are 
instituted by God. And, we are listening to you, as we humbly 
pray that the Lord would lead us to decide these matters out of 
Christian love and concern for all.

We thank you for your cooperation with the measures that were 
laid out in the last email. We pray that we can continue to work 
together as fellow members of the Body of Christ!

At the COVID Response Team’s most recent meeting one 
change was decided upon for the 11:00 service beginning in 

October. It will still be recommended that masks are worn at 
the 11:00 service. However, in keeping with county guidelines, 
those who attend this service will be able to take their 
masks off once they are seated in the pew and are properly 
physically distanced from others. There are no changes for 
the 8:00 or 9:30 services at this time. 

Please know that many factors that went into this decision 
including: 1) considerations for what other similar LCMS 
congregations with multiple services are doing, 2) some 
members indicating difficulty with wearing masks for the whole 
service, and 3) the fact that the 11am service is the last service 
on Sundays.

Please visit with a member of Called Staff if you have any 
questions or need any clarification. We hope and pray that the 
family of Faith can continue to walk in step with the Spirit and 
exhibit the love, patience, and kindness that we are called to as 
God’s people (Galatians 5:22). 

God’s continued blessings to all of the family of Faith Lutheran 
Church in these days!

Small Group study kicks off for fall
Join Faith Lutheran for our fall 2020 Congregational Small Group Study, 
Perseverance: Praying through Life's Challenges. It begins the week of Oct. 4 
and runs for 8 weeks, ending at Advent. 

About the study:   We all have it. That one thing that’s keeping each of us from a fuller life. It could be a habit to break, a goal to 
accomplish, or a lingering project to complete. What if we, like Nehemiah, persevered with single-minded focus and trusted God to 
accomplish something incredible? Nehemiah may not be the first biblical example who comes to mind when we talk about perseverance, 
but we look to his example to discern helpful steps that we can apply on our one-thing journey. God, through the life of Nehemiah, provides 
insight into how we can respond to struggles—the one thing—in our life. Are you tired of being defeated by your one thing? Perhaps it’s time 
to do something about it. Through this eight-lesson journey, we walk with Nehemiah from Persia to Jerusalem as God gives him the strength 
to persevere past seemingly insurmountable obstacles into His redeeming grace.

The study guide also serves as a daily devotional, which includes both reading related Scripture and daily life applications. There is 
space for notes and personal ponderings. Most daily work should be completed in 15 minutes or less. Books can be picked up in the 
lobby ($10 suggested donation). 

The study also includes a weekly 30-minute digging deeper video by the author available on our adult ed|small group webpage on 
the “leader portal” button. Due to copyright issues, it requires a password: Fall2020  but is available to all participants.

Not part of a group? Now is the time to join one! Sign-up for the small group study through our website > ministries > adult ed|small 
group or contact the church office. 

Available study opportunities offered at church:
Sunday mornings:•	  At 9:30, Ann Mah will be leading a live class in Room 208, but she will also make it available to join through 
Zoom online. Contact her for more information, annmah@att.net. At 11:00, Kent Biel will lead the class in Room 100.

Wednesday evenings at 6:00:•	  Pr Heine will lead a class in Room 100 starting Oct 7 and have the Zoom online option as well. 
You must sign up via the above mentioned web option or contact the office if attending this class live or online.
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Church leadership reports
Financial report

The Grow to Share One Fund balance for August was •	
a positive $2,792 with contributions of $76,223 and 
expenses of $73,431.                    
The Grow to Share One Fund balance year to date is •	
a positive $82,780 with contributions of $707,957 and 
expenses of $625,177.   
Year to date the Grow to Share fund remains in a •	
positive balance primarily due to reduced expenses year 
to date.  Expenses year to date are $70,767 less than 
last year, but contributions are also $65,373 lower than 
last year. 

LLC order of business
Trustees are investigating measures to resolve water •	
leaking around the faceted glass in the large window 
behind the altar. Initial reports indicate leaking from 
this type of assembly is common after many years. The 
window was installed in the 1980s. One solution is take 
out all windows and reset the individual glass pieces 
in new sealer. Another option are Plexiglas panels as 
outside protection from weather. Trustees will continue 
to seek solutions to resolve the leaking. 

Spiritual Life Board
The office now has computer tablets available with a •	
recording of the Sunday morning worship service for 
those who do not have access to the live streaming or 
the internet on Sunday mornings. Any member without 
access to the internet can contact the church office to 
arrange for a tablet to be delivered weekly with the 
video recording loaded on it.

Senior SaintS 
IS BACK ... for all retired members 

Thursday, October 15
11:30am  .  Fellowship Hall

Come to a a meet and greet with Pastor Heine and his 
family.  We will maintain a 6 foot physical distance from 
other households and masks required. 

Jason's Deli boxed lunches will be served for lunch.
RSVP to the church office by Tuesday, Oct. 13.

 
in all morning worship services

[8:00 & 9:30 will be live-streamed on Facebook]

This will be the first time Pastor Jacob Heine 
will preach at Faith as our senior pastor.

The Reformation explained in plain language
(from an excerpt by Demien Farnworth from the LCEF's Interest Time publication.)

As essential as Martin Luther is, the Reformation actually begins 
with Albert of Brandenburg. He wanted the prestige and power that 
went along with being a bishop—but he was too young. Being a man 
of wealth, he met with Pope Leo X, and struck a deal. If he paid the 
pope 10,000 ducats, Albert could have not one, but three bishoprics. 
Albert had the money, but not in cash. So, he hired John Tetzel, a 
Roman Catholic friarr, to raise the funds by selling indulgences (a 
promise that the pope could declare you forgiven so your time in 
Purgatory was either cut short or eliminated, if you paid enough). 
Luther saw grave problems with this practice. 

The key here is that Luther did not base his argument on the Vulgate 
(Latin Bible the Catholics used), but from the New Testament written 
in Greek, the original language. Luther was saying that the Roman 
Catholic Church had gotten it wrong. The Vulgate translated the 
phrase “do penance,” thus laying upon man the burden of saving 
his soul from hell. Luther pointed out that the Bible actually taught 
that no one could ever earn God’s forgiveness—whether through 
good works or purchase of an indulgence. Forgiveness was found in 
Christ’s finished work on the cross alone, a gift we received through 
faith alone by God’s grace alone as taught in the Scriptures alone.

In truth, the real hero of the Reformation was not Luther, but the 
Word of God. While the matter of our justification was the ultimate 
question, how one defended their answer was based on what they 
viewed as an authority. Luther and the Reformers argued it was 
the Bible alone—sola scriptura. Because the popes, the early church 
fathers and tradition were all inconsistent and prone to error. 

If it was true that the Bible was the final judge of faith and doctrine, 
then Luther reasoned that everyone—not just clergy—had the right 
to read and study it. Luther went on to translate the Bible into the 
language of his people, which was German.

Eventually, the beliefs responsible for the uniquely Lutheran faith, 
firmly rooted in Scripture, were collected and organized in a series 
of easy-to-read confessions. The most important confession was  
The Augsburg Confession (written by Phillip Melanchthon). 

And to this day, it is still what we believe, teach and confess.
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Families are invited...
A parking lot event will happen, but how it will 
take place with social distancing guidelines is 
still "under construction" :) 
Watch for more information coming soon.

Decorated vehicles are still needed!

Sign up in the church lobby or contact 
DCEHeather@faithlutherantopeka.com

Wednesday, Oct 28
5:00-7:00pm

[No WOW or Confirmation that evening]

    Faith
Fall Event

EVERYONE is invited to 

Gary's Berries 
(5991 17th St, Grantville) 

Friday, Oct 23
5:00-9:00pm

Join us around the reserved campfire 
for roasting hotdogs and s'mores, 

while exploring all that they have to offer.

Buy tickets from 
the church office for $5 each

(or pay $17.99 at the gate)

CHILDREN (preschool - grade 5) 

'First Bible' class•	  for 2nd and 3rd graders and their 
parents will meet Sundays at 11am on Oct 4, 11, 18. The 
children will receive their Bible during the Children's 
Message on Sunday, Oct. 25.

Sunday School•	  continues at 11:00, either inside Rm 
202 or just outside the room, if weather permits. Access to 
the simultaneous online Google Meet is available via the 
Facebook page: FLC KidMin Connect. 

WOW•	  is every Wednesday with a meal at 5:15, activities 
from 6-7pm. No class on Oct 28 (Trunk or Treat).

10|7 - "R•	 ejection in the Vineyard" . baked chicken, 
mashed potatoes, corn, roll, strawberries
10|14 - "Rejoice in the Lord Always" - breakfast eggs, •	
pancakes, sausage, fruit, muffin
10|21 - "A Question about Taxes" - chicken & rice •	
casserole, green beans, grapes

JuNIOR  YOuTH (grades 6-8)
Retreat   •	 Youth in grades 6-8 are invited to join us on 
our annual Retreat, Oct. 16-18, at Camp Wood in Elmdale. 
There is no cost to attend as we it as a vital part of students' 
growing in their faith and in their Christ-centered friendships 
with one another. Registration is due to Heather by Oct. 11.

First Communion Classes  •	 for 6th grade students will 
continues on Wednesdays through Oct. 21, with the Rite of 
First Communion on Reformation Sunday, Oct. 28. 

SENIOR  YOuTH (grades 9-12)
Movie on the Lawn  •	 Come out for dinner and a movie 
'on the green' at church, Friday, Oct. 9, 6-9pm. Bring a lawn 
chair or blanket to sit on.

Hosting Coffee Fellowship  •	 on Sunday, Oct. 18 from 
8:30-11:00am, baking scones and rolls to raise trip funds. 

District Youth Gathering  •	 Registration is now 
open for KDYG one-day digital event, Nov. 21.  All parents 
were mailed and emailed a paper registration form with 
additional information. Return forms with $25 by Oct. 11.

Ministry to KIDS. YOuTH. 
Heather McCormick, director of youth & family ministry  

Hannah Elsey, children's ministry
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TOpEKA LuTHERAN SCHOOL 
701 SW Roosevelt  |  785-357-0382  |  TopekaLutheran.org

October upDATE 
Capital Campaign

1. 

Well done, 
Byron Jones!
After more than 30 years 

of faithful service to 

Topeka Lutheran School, 

Byron Jones has resigned 

his maintenance position 

effective in late October.    

An open house will be 

held to honor Byron on 

Saturday, Oct. 10, from 3-5 

p.m., outdoors at the main 

campus (an alternate rain 

date has been scheduled if 

needed). Please join the TLS 

staff in thanking Byron for 

his many years of service.

parent Teacher 
League
The PTL is so excited that 

school is back in session! 

Their goal is to support the 

teachers, staff, students 

and families. 

They are also working with 

a new supplier for TLS 

Spirit Wear so watch for 

an updated website in the 

future. There are a few 

spirit wear items available 

in the school office.

If you have any questions 

or concerns, contact 

Amanda Adams, TLS PTL 

secretary, dceadams@

christlcms.org
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Doorstep, with the support of Topeka 
congregations, continues to provide 
services to our neighbors in need.

WALK | 5KFuN RuN
This is the third year for the Neighbor 
Helping Neighbor Walk & 5K Fun Run. 
The event is Sunday, Oct. 4, with 
check-in and late registration from 
1-1:45 p.m., and 1-mile walk|5K fun 
run beginning at 2:00 at Lake Shawnee 
Shelters 1 & 2. Cost is $30 and you can 
register at doorsteptopeka.org or the 
day of the event. 

CHRISTMAS STORE
Doorstep is once again planning 
its annual Christmas Store, but 
this year will be different. Families 
and individuals will still be adopted 
through the Topeka Christmas Bureau; 
however, adopted families will not 
‘shop’ for themselves. Volunteers will 
select gifts for them based on their 
needs, and then families will pick up 
their items. Your help is still needed 
with donations of new winter clothing 
for all ages, blankets, other gift items, 
and money for food. 

FOOD pANTRY NEEDS
Items especially needed (although any 
non-perishable item is welcomed):

peanut butter•	
canned fruit or vegetables•	
canned tuna•	
ramen noodles•	
cream of mushroom soup•	
personal care items (shampoo, •	
deodorant, disposable razors)

Drop off items in the Gathering Nook 
at church or directly at Doorstep.

2 Alton & Nadine Barnhill
2 Heather & Troy Myers
3 Ron & Judy Moss
5 Gary & Rebecca Robinson 
5 Ed & Kathy Thomason (45 years)
6 Matt & Sarah Caleb
6 Amanda & Gary Vines
7 Bob & Carolyn Onek
8 Donna & Randy Lambrecht 
9 Kevin & Tamara Maxwell
10 Brandon & Audra Durkes
12 Joel & Christina Genrich

12 Kevin & Jill McCarthy
14 Mark & Sharon Stuewe
15 Tom & Charlotte Benaka
15 Greg & Jennifer Harris
16 Cindy & Tim McCormick
18 Darrell & Jeanette Wehmeier
20 Boyd & Kim Johnson
22 Wayne & Karen Peterson
23 Bryan & Sarah Falk
23 Damon & Tanya Moran
23 Kathy & Jeff Summers
25 Amie & Jerald Morlock
26 Jan & Bob Hoover
26 Bryanna & Lucas Nelson (1)
30 Mike & Mary Jennings

2 Wanda Barrett
2 Arlyn Brunken
2 Spencer Vines
4 Betty Hartner
4 Luke Robinson
4 Willard Taylor (95)
5 Drake Dunton
5 Matthew Hubka
5 Hudson Kirkeminde
6 Archer Greene
6 Larry Jordan
6 Kathy Orth
7 Matt Caleb
7 Melissa Hullon
7 Lillian Rexford
7 Darrell Wehmeier
8 Charlotte Benaka
8 Ariah Durkes
9 Delena Brackman
9 Barb Khalil
9 Claire Ledbetter
9 Sharon Lowe
10 Susan Athey-Sheets
10 Liz Bolz

10 Jeff Lane
10 Sadye McClintock
10 Sydni Meehan
10 Jeni Moss
11 Harry Strader
11 Eldred Wenger
12 Leah Dittmer
12 Anna StraubMeier
13 Richard Bruenger
13 Paige Grisell
14 Joanna Bradshaw
14  Theodore Morlock
14 Sandra Sweet
15 Ben Francik
15 Sam Greene
16 Pam Bass
16 Michelle Boling
16 Stephanie Saunders
17 Glenn Anschutz (95)
17 Kia Hale
17 Jacob Oltmanns
18 Julie Haverkamp
19 Duranna Crouch
20 Will Hoover
20 Brooklyn Horn
20 Isaac Wilson

21 Jessica Atchison
21 Rod Bleich
21 Keith Mazachek
22 Zachary Mize
23 Ashley Brown
23 Nikki Hernandez
24 Marian Bolz
24 Audrey Chada
24 Tracy Kutscher
24 Karen Tardiff
24 Marilyn Thomas
24 Norma Williams
25 Joshua Gonzales
26 Norbert Wodtke (95)
27 Gary Dick
27 Mark Kemp
27 Shirley Martin
28 Adam Krohe
28 Evan Marichal
28 Ron Moss
29 Truman Borghardt
29 Kayla Riddle
30 Joshua Carlson
31 GR Marchant
31 Cash Pfrang

birthdays
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Circles Meetings in October
Eve Circle  Monday, Oct. 12, 7:00 p.m. in the church parlor. 

Contact Sherrie Dick, 506-5764 or Nancy Kalthoff, 273-6569.

Ruth Circle.  Wednesday, Oct 14 at 9:30 a.m. in the church 

parlor. Contact Brenda Reynolds, 785-437-2050.

Hannah Circle.  TBA. Contact Karen Brumleve, 230-7967. 

Deborah Circle.  will not be meeting this month. Contact 

Karen Peterson, 232-5330.   

LWML Sunday   On Oct. 4, the members of LWML will 

be wearing purple and the LWR quilts will be on display. 

Participation is limited this year, but we'd love to visit with you 

about LWML.

Noodle Dinner Canceled   The logistics were just to 

hard to work around. But watch for opportunities to support 

mission projects in the coming months.

LWR Quilters are meeting again!   They will sew on the 

simple quilts in the parlor on Oct. 12 and 26, starting at 9 a.m.

Bars of Soap Needed   Every year, soap is collected and is 

shipped along with quilts. Soap will be collected until Oct. 4. 

Mites|Mission projects  Our two-year mission goal was 

announced at the Virtual Convention held in June.  Our new 

goal is $43,000 and includes KansaSeed and Topeka Lutheran 

School, each receiving $5,000. Please continue to fill your Mite 

boxes for future projects.

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 
Psa lm 95 : 1 

Jackie Vincent  •  1155 SW Red Oaks Place, Topeka KS 66615

Marge Carver •  1376 E 154th Ter, Olathe KS 66062

Lydia Bender •  5016 Conser St, Apt 183, Overland Park KS 66202

Jacob Offermann •  14151 W 138th Ter, Olathe KS 66062

Erika & Luke Yoder •  7520 NW 35th St, Silver Lake KS 66539

Carissa Trimble •  416 Gary St, Burlington KS 66839

Member Funerals:
9|26 - John McDougald  10|1 - Pam Greene        10|3 - Gene Straub

Address changes.   Official acts.

Cont. Service Teams:
10|4 -   Saunders
10|11 - TLS|Francik
10|18 - Huesers|Moran
10|25 - Bartling

Trad. Head Ushers:
8:00 -  Joe Pinter
11:00 -  Paul Roberts

Spiritual Life|Communion:

8:00 - Rod Bleich (SLL),         
Gina Brewer, Judy Hamilton, 
Dick Laird        

11:00 - Doug Helmke (SLL),         
Daniel Domingo, Jan Hoover, 
Bob Gabler 

Lay Readers [8 .11]:
10|4 - Jan Rankin
 Karen Brumleve
10|11 - Jane Schaible
 Elaine Eggold
10|18 - Shari Albrecht
 Sherrie Dick
10|25 - Claire Banion
 Karen Brumleve

Altar Guild:
Karen Bosch, Pam Boetcher 
(prep); Darlene & Harry 
Strader (covering)

Money Counters:
Rudy & Joan Reynolds, 
Rich & Barb Mesloh

October Schedule of Serving.   (revised and subject to change due to COVID)

Dear Faith Lutheran Church,

Thank you to those who 
remembered our dad, husband, 
grandfather, Al Gooding, 
by sending cards, prayers 
and memorial contributions to 
the family at the time of our 
loss. It is much appreciated.  

      - Tammi Pierce
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LEAD STAFF.

Jacob Heine, senior pastor
 PastorHeine@faithlutherantopeka.com

Martin Albrecht, assistant pastor
 PastorMartin@faithlutherantopeka.com

Heather McCormick, dir. of youth/family ministry
 DCEHeather@faithlutherantopeka.com

Hannah Elsey, children's ministry  
HannahElsey@faithlutherantopeka.com

SuppORT STAFF.

[firstlastname]@faithlutherantopeka.com

Don Bartling, administrative support   

Sharon Lowe, receptionist/office assistant

Linda Meyer, communications/cont. worship

Sue Francik, bookkeeper/ministry coordinator

Linda Laird, organist/music director
 MASL6@cox.net

AuxILIARY.
Jeff Lane, lay deacon
 LaneJeff6850@yahoo.com

Mary Shaw, parish assistant
 MJShaw929@gmail.com

Pat Schultz, RN, parish nurse
 TiredMomPLS@aol.com

CHuRCH OFFICE HOuRS.
 Mon - Fri  8:00am to 4:30pm (closed noonhour)

 Sunday 9-9:30 and 10:30-11:00am

SuNDAY WORSHIp.
 8:00*  | 11:00am - Traditional style
 9:30* - Contemporary style  
 3:00pm - for the Deaf and hard of hearing 

              (via KansaSEED Facebook live)
 * also live-streamed on Facebook and 

available after on our website

EDuCATION OppORTuNITIES.
 Sundays: 9:30 (adults)  11:00 (all ages)
 WOW Wednesdays: 5:15-7pm (Sept-Apr)

The Messenger is mailed monthly to all 
members. November edition deadline is         
Oct 22. Send to Editor Linda Meyer. 

Faith Lutheran Church
1716 SW Gage Boulevard
Topeka, Kansas 66604

p. 785.272.4214
f.  785.271.0974
e. office@faithlutherantopeka.com

FaithLutheranTopeka.org
Follow us on FACEBOOk:
  Faith Lutheran Church-Topeka

MOpS is back but needs childcare volunteers
Mothers Of Preschoolers will begin meeting again on Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 
9:45-11:15am at the church. Faith is looking for volunteers willing to watch small 
kiddos during this time so the moms can all participate in their small group Bible 
study and activities. Interested in volunteering? Contact DCE Heather.

LFACT has put programs on hold
The Lutheran Fine Arts Council of Topeka (LFACT) programs have, like most 
everything else, been put on hold due to the highly contagious virus that has been 
affecting every part of our lives. Since 1980, LFACT has been proclaiming the Gospel 
through the fine arts, with more than 100 events. These offerings have included 
choirs and instrumental groups from Lutheran colleges and universities, small 
groups and individual musicians along with art shows and various workshops for 
children and adults. Although this work has been supported by the Shawnee County 
Lutheran congregations, a change was recently made to include Lutheran churches 
outside of the county to reach more people. For these past 40 years, these events 
have been free, funded by free-will offerings and generous donations. As soon as 
we can safely hold events, we will do so. Even though we are not currently active, we 
welcome your donations for the future. To learn more about LFACT, check out their 
Facebook page, Lutheran Fine Arts Council of Topeka.


