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Third Sunday in Advent 
December 13,  2020 
 
 

Prelude:    
 

Announcements 
  

Invocation & Confession/Absolution 
   Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    
   People: Amen. 
   Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
   People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (We kneel for a time of silence for 
reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

   Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
   People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

   Leader: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

 People: Amen. 
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
   Pastor: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
   People: the light no darkness can overcome. 
   Pastor: Let Your light scatter the darkness 
   People: and illumine Your Church. 

 

 



 

Hymn Stanzas  We Light the Advent Candle 

We light the Advent candle  And wait for Christ to come. 
With hope, we trust the promise  That He will bring us home. 
Our hope is in our Savior  Who wins for us God’s favor. 
We wait with growing light  Till God makes all things right. 
 

We light the Advent candle  And thank the Lord for rest. 
With peace, we know our Jesus  Has come to be our guest. 
This peace beyond all knowing  Within our hearts is glowing. 
We wait with growing light  Till God makes all things right! 
 

We light the Advent candle  And sing with cheerful heart. 
With joy, we spread the message—A blessing to impart. 
Our joy is never ending;  The Son to us is sending. 
We wait with growing light  Till God makes all things right! 
                    Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

Opening Hymn   Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers,    And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing,    And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising    And soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;    At midnight comes the cry. 

 

2 The watchers on the mountain    Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches    With alleluias clear. 
The marriage feast is waiting;    The gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory;    The Bridegroom is at hand. 

 

3 The saints, who here in patience    Their cross and suff’rings bore, 
Shall live and reign forever    When sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory    The Lamb they shall behold; 
In triumph cast before Him    Their diadems of gold. 

 

4 Our hope and expectation,    O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for,    O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted,    We plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth’s redemption    That sets Your people free! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              Public domain 
   

Kyrie   
Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

- Page 3 -  



- Page 4 - 

People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
   Leader: The Lord be with you.  
   People: And also with you. 
   Leader: Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  People: Amen. 

 
First Reading:      Isaiah 35:8-10 
 8And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean 

shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are 
fools, they shall not go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And 
the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. 

       Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
      People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody     Psalm 126  
   Reader: When the Lord restored the fortunes of  Zion, we were like those who dream.  
   People: Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for 
them.” 

   Reader: The Lord has done great things for us; we are glad. 
   People: Restore our fortunes,  O Lord, like streams in the Negeb! 
   Reader: Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy! 
   People: He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home 

with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. 
 
    

 



Second Reading:     1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise 
prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of 
evil. 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole 
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He 
who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

     Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
     People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia Verse 

    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Gospel:  John 1:6-8, 19-28 

        Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the first chapter. 
       People:  
 

 

       
   6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to 

bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but came to bear witness about the light.  19And this is the testimony of John, when 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He 
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked 
him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 
answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah 
said.”  24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why 
are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 

- Page 5 - 



- Page 6 - 

27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

    Leader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
   People:  

 
 
 
 
Children’s Message 
 

Hymn   Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Sermon   
 

Apostles’ Creed    
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
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descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering Moment   
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
   Leader: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
   People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn  On What Has Now Been Sown 

 On what has now been sown    Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 
The pow’r is Thine alone    To make it sprout and grow. 
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise,  And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 

 To Thee our wants are known,    From Thee are all our pow’rs; 
Accept what is Thine own    And pardon what is ours. 
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive,  And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

 

 O grant that each of us,     Now met before Thee here, 
May meet together thus    When Thou and Thine appear 
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home.  E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 

 

Dismissal 
   Leader: Grow in Faith.  Share Christ’s love. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:         
  
 
 
 
 

 



Jeff Lane, Lay Deacon 
lanejeff6850@yahoo.com 

 
Hannah Elsey, children’s ministry 

hannahelsey@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Jacob Heine, Senior Pastor 
pastorheine@faithlutherantopeeka.com 

Martin Albrecht, Assistant Pastor 
martinalbrecht@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Heather McCormick, Dir. of Family & Youth 
dceheather@faithlutherantopeka.com 

 
 

Those Who Serve  
Preacher:  Pastor Jacob Heine   
Worship Leader & Children’s Message:  Pastor Martin Albrecht     Organist:  Linda Laird 
 

 8AM —   Lay Reader:  Jane Schaible   Spiritual Life Leader:  Don Bartling  
     Head Usher:  Rod Bleich 
11AM —  Lay Reader: Elaine Eggold    Spiritual Life Leader:  Rod Bleich   
  Head Usher:  Michael Brumleve 
 

Next Week’s Lessons    Isaiah 7:10-17  Psalm 89:1-5 

               Romans 16:25-27   Luke 1:26-38  

During these extraordinary times, we are pleased to be able to bring the congregation of Faith Lutheran a 
time to gather and to receive Christ’s Body and Blood. We know that the COVID virus is highly contagious, 
and although we are taking every precaution we can to ensure your health and safety; by participating today 
you state you understand that and assume the risks.  


