
First Sunday after Christmas 
December 27, 2020 .  9:30 am  

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 Invocation  

 Call to Worship with Psalm 111 

Leader: Praise the Lord! I thank the Lord with all my heart in the company of those who do right, 

in the congregation of God’s people. 

People: How amazing are the works of our God! They are treasured by all who love and 

serve him. 

Leader: Everything he does reveals his glory and majesty. His righteousness never fails.  

People: Who can forget the wonders he performs? How gracious and merciful is our God! 

Leader: All he does is just and good, and his commandments are trustworthy. They are forever 

true, to be obeyed faithfully and with integrity. 

People: He has paid a full ransom for his people, guaranteeing his covenant with them 

forever. What a holy, awe-inspiring name he has! 

Leader: Reverence for the Lord is where true wisdom begins, and the rewards of wisdom come 

to all who obey him. Praise God’s name forever! 
 

O Come, All Ye Faithful © public domain. Arr. Kurtis Parks 

 O come all ye faithful  Joyful and triumphant 

 O come ye  O come ye to Bethlehem 

 Come and behold Him   Born the King of Angels 

 O come let us adore Him  O come let us adore Him 

 O come let us adore Him   Christ the Lord    
  

 O sing choirs of angels   Sing in exultation 

 Sing all ye citizens of heaven above    

 Glory to God   Glory in the highest 

 O come let us adore Him  O come let us adore Him 

 O come let us adore Him   Christ the Lord   



 Yea Lord we greet Thee  Born this happy morning 

 O Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n 

 Word of the Father   Now in flesh appearing 

 O come let us adore Him  O come let us adore Him 

 O come let us adore Him   Christ the Lord    
  

 O come let us adore Him  O come let us adore Him 

 O come let us adore Him   Christ the Lord    
  

 Opening Prayer  
Leader: Open our hearts, merciful God, to the sparks of your presence still in this world.  Open 

our eyes, that we might see your presence. Kindle your spark within us, that together 

we may shine your light and be the continuation of the Christmas miracle: Emmanuel is 

in this world, God is with us, now and evermore. Amen. 
  

 Children’s Message 

 Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 61:10-62:3   (ESV) 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the 

garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 

himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.   

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.                     

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, until her 

righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. The nations shall 

see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that 

the mouth of the Lord will give. You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a 

royal diadem  in the hand of your God. 

 Epistle Reading  Galatians 4:4-7  (ESV) 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the 

law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And 

because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So 

you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

 Gospel Reading Luke 2:22-40    (ESV) 
And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him 

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 



who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to 

what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now there was 

a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting 

for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he 

came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 

him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes 

have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” And his father and his mother 

marveled at what was said about him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his  mother, 

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 

opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 

hearts may be revealed.” And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from 

when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from 

the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at that very hour 

she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption 

of Jerusalem. And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 

returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, 

filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

 Message 

 Offering Moment 

It brings us joy that you are joining us today in worshiping our Lord. We pray that the worship service is 

meaningful for you. Those worshiping in house:  offering may be dropped in the plate when leaving.    

Online giving options are also available at FaithLutheranTopeka.org then tap ‘donate now.’  

 Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,               

his  only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,              

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 Prayers of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer  



 Confession & Forgiveness  
 

Words of Institution & Communion Distribution  
Prior to communing, we should all examine our hearts… Do you acknowledge your kinship with your 

brothers and sisters in Christ at this communion rail and do you set aside any refusal to forgive?                 

Do you desire to live a God pleasing life? Are you aware of your sin and your need of God's forgiveness?                    

If so, and you believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine through his body and blood,                

you may commune. The Communion servers will come to you going through the empty pew in front of you 

to serve. You may stand, kneel or sit in your pew. Clear grape juice is available in the center of the tray.   

 Thanksgiving Prayer 

 Blessing  
 

Joy to the World [Unspeakable Joy] © SixSteps Music. CCLI #1102327 

 Joy to the world the Lord is come  Let earth receive her King 

 Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room   And heav’n and nature sing 

 And heav’n and nature sing   And heav’n and heav’n and nature sing   
  

 Joy to the world the Savior reigns   Let all their songs employ 

 While fields and floods rocks hills and plains   Repeat the sounding joy 

 Repeat the sounding joy   Repeat, repeat the sounding joy   
  

 Chorus: Joy unspeakable joy   An overflowing well   No tongue can tell 

  Joy unspeakable joy   It rises in my soul   Never lets me go 
  

 He rules the world with truth and grace  And makes the nations prove 

 The glories of His righteousness   And wonders of His love 

 And wonders of His love   And wonders, wonders of His love   CHORUS 
 

 Now Entering the Mission Field  
Grow in faith, share Christ’s love!    Thanks be to God. 

Serving in worship:   Preacher: Jeff Lane   Leader: Pr Jacob Heine    Children’s Message: Heather McCormick 

Service Team:  led by Don Bartling   Praise Team:  Von Kopfman (singer and guitar) 

Next Week’s Lessons: 2nd Sunday after Christmas: Ps 119:97-104; 1 Kings 3:4-15; Eph 1:3-14; Luke 2:40-52 

During these extraordinary times, we are pleased to be able to bring the congregation of Faith Lutheran a time  

to gather and to receive Christ’s Body and Blood. We know that the COVID virus is highly contagious, and 

although we are taking every precaution we can to ensure your health and safety; by participating today              

you state you understand and assume the risks.  


