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   Easter Sunday 
April 4, 2021 

RETURN AND SEE 
 

PRELUDE—Alleluia Ringers:  At the Lamb’s High Feast                                   arr. Lee Afdahl 

CHIMES 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CALL TO WORSHIP—Adult Choir:   Christ the Lord Is Risen Now                             David Lasky 

+ Preparation + 

 

HYMN  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia                                    (page 466 LSB) 

1 Christ has arisen, alleluia.  Rejoice and praise Him, alleluia. 
For our Redeemer burst from the tomb, Even from death, dispelling its gloom. 

 

Refrain  Let us sing praise to Him with endless joy;   
  Death’s fearful sting He has come to destroy. 

     Our sin forgiving, alleluia!    Jesus is living, alleluia! 
 

2 For three long days the grave did its worst Until its strength by God was dispersed. 
He who gives life did death undergo; And in its conquest His might did show. 
Refrain 

 

3 The angel said to them, “Do not fear! You look for Jesus who is not here. 
See for yourselves the tomb is all bare; Only the grave cloths are lying there.” 
Refrain 

 

4 “Go spread the news: He’s not in the grave; He has arisen this world to save. 
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done; Even the battle with sin is won.”  Refrain 

 

5 Christ has arisen; He sets us free; Alleluia, to Him praises be. 
Jesus is living! Let us all sing; He reigns triumphant, heavenly King.  Refrain 

                                                                                                                                     © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 1102327. 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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OPENING SENTENCES      Psalm 118:24; Romans 6:9; Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7 

Pastor: This is the day that the Lord has made; 

People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Pastor: Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 

People: death no longer has dominion over Him. 

Pastor: Christ has risen from the dead. 

People: God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor. 

Pastor: He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 

People: He has put all things under His feet. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

   Pastor: Let us confess our sins to our Heavenly Father. 

   People: Forgive me, merciful and mighty Father, when my overwhelming sin 
entangles me and completely surrounds me. 

   Pastor: Who will rescue? 

   People: Forgive me, Lord, when I am so eager to get but so reluctant to give; so ready 
to receive your gifts but unwilling to bear the cross. 

   Pastor: Who will rescue? 

   People: Forgive me, merciful Father, when I avoid making any commitment to you; 
when I doubt that you really see my sin; when I disobey your 
commandments and am satisfied with only living for myself. 

   Pastor: Who will rescue? 

   People: Forgive me, Lord, when I am quick to find fault but resentful when someone 
points out my faults; when I am so soon to play but so late in prayer. 

   Pastor: Who will rescue? 

   People: Father, forgive me when I rejoice in the temporary but think little of the 
eternal; when I am so fond of being idle but show little passion for helpful 
service. 

   Pastor: Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

(You are invited to silently confess your sins to God) 

   Pastor: Who will rescue you and me from this body of death? Thanks be to God, he 
delivers us through Jesus Christ! In the stead and by the command of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, I, a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace 
of God to you and declare your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   People: Amen!  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE “This Is the Feast” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to 
us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, 
may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

+ Word + 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 25:6–9 
 6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a 

feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 7And 
he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil 
that is spread over all nations. 8He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD 
will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away 
from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, “Behold, this 
is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. This is the LORD; we have 
waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM   Psalm 16 

Reader: Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge. I say to the Lord, “You are my 
Lord; I have no good apart from You.” 

People: I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall 
not be shaken. 

Reader: As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my 
delight. The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their 
drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names on my lips. 

People:  I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall 
not be shaken. 

Reader: The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; You hold my lot. The lines have 
fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance. 

People: I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall 
not be shaken. 

Reader: I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.  

 I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall not 
be shaken. 

People: I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall 
not be shaken. 

Reader: Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells 
secure. 

People: I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall 
not be shaken. 

Reader: For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let Your holy one see corruption. 

 You make known to me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness of joy; 
at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 

People: I have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right hand, I shall 
not be shaken. 

 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 

Reader: A reading from First Corinthians, the fifteenth chapter. 
 1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, 

in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I 
preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared 
to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 



- Page 7 - 

some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of 
all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, 
unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, 
I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed. 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA  VERSE  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  Matthew 28:1–10 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, 
for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone 
and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And 
for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to 
the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is 
not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go 
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going 
before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8So they departed 
quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and 
worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to 
go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE—The Easter Connection 
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SERMON HYMN—congregation and Choir:    
       Christ the Lord Is Risen Today   An Easter Concertato                Setting by Douglas J. Benton 
 

  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today                                              (page 457 LSB) 
 1 Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia! Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

 Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 

 2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia! 
 Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!  Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

 3 Choir Only 
 

 4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!  Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 
 Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia!  Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!    
          Public domain 

 

SERMON 
 

NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 

      being of one substance with the Father, 
      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
 

             And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
           and ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
      And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
      whose kingdom will have no end. 



 

            And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the Lord and giver of life, 
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
      who spoke by the prophets. 
      And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
      I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
      and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
      and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Rejoicing in the life, hope, and peace that our mighty God and Father gives 
through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, let us pray for the Church, 
the world, and all in need. 
 

 For the Church throughout the world, and for our local church community, 
that enlivened by the risen Lord Jesus, we seek new ways to love and bless all 
of God’s creation. Risen Lord, 

People: let our prayers rise to You. 

Pastor: For world leaders, our president, congress, governor, and mayor, that walking 
in humility and acknowledging their power as a gift meant for serving others, 
they lead in ways that promote justice for the vulnerable, peace for the 
broken, and flourishing for those who struggle. Risen Lord, 

People: let our prayers rise to You. 

Pastor: For the needs of our local community: For those who are poor, unemployed, 
or struggling with life, that You lead us to find ways to love and serve. For 
those who work to protect and serve our community: nurses and doctors, 
police and firefighters, sanitation workers and mail carriers, we give thanks. 
For those who serve in the military and for soldiers who struggle after 
deployment, that the peace in Christ which surpasses understanding guide 
them and comfort them. Risen Lord, 

People: let our prayers rise to You. 

Pastor: For those who are sick, for the hospitalized, for those who are facing surgery, 
[including . . .], that they experience healing according to Your will, and in the 
midst of their suffering know the assurance that our risen Lord will never 
forsake them. Risen Lord,  

People: let our prayers rise to You. 
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Pastor: For this congregation, that having returned to our Lord throughout the season of 
Lent, we go forward in the Easter season energized by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, so that our church will be known in our community as a people filled with 
joy in the Lord who love and serve our neighbors as Jesus did. Risen Lord, 

People: let our prayers rise to You. 

Pastor: You, O Lord, defeated our greatest enemy by the death and resurrection of Your 
Son, Jesus. We entrust to You these prayers spoken in love this day; we trust, too, 
that You hear our prayers that are too deep for words. For You call us to pray 
without ceasing and to trust that You hear our prayers. In that promise we live 
and hope, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

+ Sacrament + 

PREFACE  

    Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks to You, Lord, our God, for in Christ You have given us 
the victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil. Pour out upon us 
the gift of Your Spirit, that we receive Your blessings with true 
thanksgiving. Grant that we receive the body and blood of our Lord as a 
guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come in Your 
eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and praise, 
together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 

SANCTUS  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

   Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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PAX DOMINI 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN   I Know That My Redeemer Lives      (page 461 LSB) 

1 I know that my Redeemer lives;  What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;  He lives, my ever-living head. 

 

2 He lives triumphant from the grave; He lives eternally to save; 
He lives all-glorious in the sky; He lives exalted there on high. 

 

3 He lives to bless me with His love; He lives to plead for me above; 
He lives my hungry soul to feed;  He lives to help in time of need. 

 

4 He lives to grant me rich supply; He lives to guide me with His eye; 
He lives to comfort me when faint;  He lives to hear my soul’s complaint. 

 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; He lives all blessings to impart. 

 



6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;  He lives and loves me to the end; 
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: I know that my Redeemer lives! 

Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Pastor: Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have once again fed and nourished 
us at Your Table through the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Strengthen us, so that we continue to be Your holy people who share 
Your love with all people as we await Your eternal kingdom, where You live and 
reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 



BENEDICTION 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN   Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven                    (page 477 LSB) 

1 Alleluia, alleluia!    Hearts to heav’n and voices raise: 
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,    Sing to God a hymn of praise; 
He who on the cross a victim    For the world’s salvation bled— 
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory,    Now is risen from the dead. 

 
 

2 Alleluia, Christ is risen!    Death at last has met defeat: 
See the ancient pow’rs of evil    In confusion and retreat; 
Once He died, and once was buried:    Now He lives forevermore, 
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,    Whom we worship and adore. 

 
 

3 Alleluia, alleluia!    Glory be to God on high: 
Alleluia to the Savior    Who has gained the victory; 
Alleluia to the Spirit,     Fount of love and sanctity! 
Alleluia, alleluia    To the triune Majesty! 

Public domain; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 1102327.; © 1982 The Jubilate Group 

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 
   Pastor: Hallelujah!  Christ is Risen! 

   People: He is Risen Indeed!  Hallelujah! 

 

POSTLUDE:  This Joyful Eastertide                                                         setting by John Behnke 

 
 

 
 



You are welcome to Holy Communion   
Prior to communing, we should all examine our hearts as directed in  1 Cor. 11:28, “Let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” Do you acknowledge 
your kinship with your brothers and sisters in Christ at this communion rail and do you set aside 
any refusal to forgive? Do you desire to live a God pleasing life? Are you aware of your sin and 
your need of God's forgiveness? If so, and you believe that Jesus is really present in the bread 
and wine through his body and blood, you are welcome to commune in this fellowship of  believ-
ers in Christ. If sensitive to wine, clear grape juice is available in the center of the tray.  Welcome 
to this foretaste of the feast to come. 

Those Who Serve In worship  
Preacher:  Pastor Jacob Heine  

Worship Leader:  Pastor Martin Albrecht 
Children’s Message:  Pastor Jacob Heine, Pastor Martin Albrecht,  

Heather McCormick & Hannah Elsey 
Organist: Linda Laird  

 
8AM 

 Spiritual Life Leader:  Rod Bleich 
Lay Reader:  Claire Banion  

  Acolyte:  Hayden Saunders 
Head Usher:  Chris Meyer 

 
11AM 

Spiritual Life Leader:  Jan Hoover 
Lay Reader:  Karen Brumleve  

Acolyte:  Natalie Hogg 
Head Usher:  Paul Roberts  

During these extraordinary times, we are pleased to be able to bring the congregation of Faith Lutheran a 
time to gather and to receive Christ’s Body and Blood. We know that the COVID virus is highly contagious, 
and although we are taking every precaution we can to ensure your health and safety; by participating 
today you state you understand that and assume the risks.  
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