
 

The heart of man plans his way, but the Lord establishes his steps.  - Proverbs 16:9

It takes time to develop plans. There is a process of praying, thinking, praying, listening, 
praying, talking, and praying some more that goes into putting together any plan or 
decision. You have hopefully gone through this process with decisions you have made in 
your own life. Whether that has to do with taking a job, deciding on a college, proposing 
marriage, or having children. All major life plans take time and process to work through, 
figure out, and decide on. 

It is important that we take time to plan as a congregation as well. We know that we have 
been placed in this time and in this place for a reason. That God has put us here for such 
a time as this. And what a time it is! We are moving out of the time of a pandemic that 
saw us slowing down, and even stopping in some ways. It is a time of ramping up and 
exploring possibilities. It is a time of thinking and dreaming about what we can do and be 
as a congregation. It is a time to be excited and to make plans.

But let’s be honest, we probably don’t spend enough time praying when we are planning. 
We move forward with excitement and joy, often, without taking the opportunity to pray. 
Or if we do pray, it is a short time of prayer before and after a meeting. However, major 
plans and big decisions require major amounts of prayer and big portions of time.

Martin Luther once said, “I have so much business I cannot get on without spending 
three hours daily in prayer,” and “No one can believe how powerful prayer is and what 
it can effect, except those who have learned it by experience. Whenever I have prayed 
earnestly, I have been heard and have obtained more than I prayed for. God sometimes 
delays, but He always comes.”

In order for us, as the people of Faith, to see the steps that God has established for our 
plans, we must be people of deep and specific prayer. I truly believe that God has a 
wonderful and great future for us as a congregation. I believe deeply that God is working 
here in Topeka in mighty ways and that Faith is and will be a major piece of that plan for 
this community. But I also believe we, all of us, together, need to be in deep prayer. 

As we begin to look at the plans of the congregation and establish a vision plan for the 
future, I need you to pray, and spend time in prayer, for Faith, for the called staff, for all 
those who work for the church, for those in leadership, and for me as your Senior Pastor. 
Pray that we would be united in seeing the vision plan of all that our congregation can 
be. Pray that we can lay out clear plans and goals to execute that vision. Pray that I can 
faithfully and strongly lead us Forward in Faith.

Will you dedicate at least 30 mins each day to pray for Faith?

Christ is risen!  Pastor Jacob

Planning must include praying
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a message from senior pastor, Jacob Heine
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The 8th grade students that underwent 
a 2-year confirmation instruction will be 
professing the faith in which they were 
baptized on May 2 in the 11:00 service. 

As part of their final instruction,  the 
Spiritual Life Board members will meet 
individually with each confirmand in 
order that the student's faith may be 
verbalized and affirmed.

Those being confirmed are: 

Samuel Francik.   Logan Glinka.
Bradley Grotbeck.   Hannah Heine. 

Natalie Hogg.   Jacob Marchant.
Luke Robinson.  Trent Rollenhagen. 

Aidyn Schultz.   Kaydee Wills.

Confirmed inFaith
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new covid-19 worship protocols phasing in
from a congregational email dated 4/16/21

Throughout the last year we have seen our congregation need to follow many and various protocols in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. These have adapted and changed several times in order to follow governmental mandates and regulations. As vaccines 
have been approved and the world moves towards heard immunity it is prudent for the leadership of Faith Lutheran Church to put 
together a measured and orderly plan to bring our congregation out of regulations we have been following and back to normalized 
worship and activities.

We know for some people this plan will seem too slow and overdue, while for others it will appear too quick and premature. We 
desire to find a middle ground that allows us to make changes that are appropriate and encouraging. In all things, we believe it is 
important to bring the Body of Christ together, to be united in worship and activity, and to not let the things of this world divide us, 
but rather, in all things to walk together in love, bearing each other’s burdens, and rejoicing in the grace that we have in Christ.

By moving in this manner, we have the ability to adapt as we need. The timeline is subject to change based on ongoing evaluation of 
the pandemic, new governmental orders, and conversations with our sister congregations and the Kansas District.

April 25•	 :  Hymnals, bibles, pencils are back in pews.  We will continue to have fully printed bulletins and the services 
projected on the screen. By having Hymnals, Bibles, and writing utensils available it will allow those who desire to use such 
items to aid their worship and take notes to be able to do so.

Common Communion Cup returns.  The use of the Common Cup for communion is a vital and important part of worship.  
We will continue, as we always have, to offer the individual cups. The pastors will ensure that the Common Cup is thoroughly 
and properly cleaned during use.

May 9: •	  9:30am Mask-optional.  As we move to a second mask optional service, we will still practice physical distancing by 
using what we have described as the “checkerboard pattern” with the sectioning off of the pews. A reminder that even though the 
worship service is mask optional, we ask that you continue to wear masks when moving throughout the rest of the building.

Fellowship Pads and Offering return.  The red Fellowship Booklet Pads are integral in the spiritual care of the congregation 
as it allows us to know who is present and being fed at our Lord’s Table. In addition, the collection of the offering is an 
important way that the congregation is able to help support the ministry of Faith.

May 23: •	  11:00am Open Seating.  As we were able to make this the first mask optional service, so we are pleased to make 
this also the first with open seating. We ask that you respect others as you chose your seats.

June 6: •	  9:30am Open Seating.  Certainly, we also ask that you respect others as you chose your seats, knowing there are 
some people more comfortable than others with close proximity.

June 20:•	   8:00am Mask-optional.  It is our desire to leave one service fully masked as long as possible, so there is this option 
for those that desire that. As we move all of our services to mask optional, we allow all in the congregation to make the best 
choice for them to wear a mask at their comfort level. At this time, masks will also be optional throughout the whole building.

July 4: •	  8:00am Open Seating.  This final adjustment will essentially move us back to “normal.”

When talking about worship in 1 Corinthians, St. Paul instructs us, “Let all things be done for building up…all things should be done 
decently and in order.” (1 Corinthians 14:26, 40) By putting together this timeline we pray that we are honoring our Lord by doing 
everything in good order and to build up the Body of Christ. As we continue to Grow in Faith together, I ask you to be patient with 
each other and do all things to build each other up in Christ, who gave all for you.

Christ is Risen!
Pastor Jacob P. Heine
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church leadership update
financial report

March donations were $81,999 and expenses were $90,661 resulting in a • 
negative General Fund balance for the month of $8,565.
Year-to-date donations were $298,505 and expenses were $251,281, resulting • 
in a net year-to-date positive balance in the General Fund of $47,224.
2021 year-to-date donations are $19,357 higher than 2020.   • 

council order of business
The chiller is getting close to completion, but we are waiting on warmer • 
weather to test it before the installation is finished.
Once the chiller is complete, the church parking lot will be resealed. The • 
target date for this project is mid-May.
LLC is working on vision planning for the church and needs your feedback.      • 
A survey will be coming soon for members to give their input. 

If you've been spring cleaning and found 
some gently used items to donate, the Youth 
Garage Sale is accepting items. Drop off in 
the church attic now, so they can be made 
ready and priced for the sale. 

The sale will be in the Fellowship Hall:

Wednesday, June 2 | 6-8pm (preview)

June 3 - June 5 | 8am - 3pm (public)

Saturday, June 5  |  8am - 3pm
Church Parking Lot

Faith Youth will soon be making phone calls 
to members for donations or pledges per 
cars washed that day. 

Don't forget to bring all your vehicles to be 
washed for free by the youth on June 5. The 
more they wash, the more funds raised.

fMsc Mobile Pack Will happen this fall
It is exciting to confirm that Topeka Mobile Packing Project for Feed My Starving 
Children is scheduled for Oct. 21-23 at St. John's Lutheran Parish Hall (9th & 
Fillmore), where the event was held in 2018. 

Heavy lifters are needed to unload the truck and set up on Oct. 21 after 4:00pm 
and the packing shifts will take place Friday afternoon, Oct. 22, and all day 
Saturday, Oct. 23. Extra shifts are planned to allow for more distance between 
volunteers and fewer stations set up for assembling the meal packets. All ages 
from 6-100 are welcome to help in a variety of positions and we will need 500 
volunteers to sign up starting in September. 

Only $2,334 is needed of the final $24,261 goal, so please give generously at our 
Sunday morning Coffee Fellowship times (next one is May 23) or directly to the 
office, checks made out to Faith Lutheran, with FMSC in the memo line. 

Each meal packet feeds six children with the nutrients needed for healthy 
bodies and are distributed through Christian partnerships all over the world. If 
you have any questions, contact Janet Zima at jjzima68@att.net

I send greetings to my fellow parishioners with so many emotions as we are beginning to see some normalcy returning. May we all feel 
great joy as we experience long-awaited reunions with family and friends. But may we all also remember to continue to practice safe 
measures to protect us all. Being vaccinated does not mean that a person cannot contract the COVID-19 virus; it DOES mean that you 
are less likely to contract it, and if contracted, it is more likely that you will experience a lighter case. So, stay smart and stay safe!

In the near future, I will be at church on Tuesdays, 10am to noon, to check blood pressures or to visit with anyone with health ques-
tions or concerns. Watch the Weekend Updates for more info or if any changes to the schedule are made. But you may want to call the 
church office before making a special trip to the church, in case my schedule changes.

We are updating our list of medically-trained parishioners who are able and willing to assist with or facilitate medical emergencies at 
church. This list will be given to our Pastors and Spiritual Life Leaders and a copy will be kept in the ushers' closet for emergency use.  
Only those who have given consent will be put on the list. Contact Sharon in the office or myself if you have medical training and have not 
made that aware to the church office in the past. Those on the list will be contacted for consent before it is shared with our leaders.

a message from our Parish nurse | Pat schultz, rn
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cHilDren (preschool - grade 5) 

Need Info?  •	 Everything you need to know and more 

about our Children's Ministry is at FLC Kid Min on Facebook.

Sunday School •	  In-person classes continue Sunday 

mornings at 11:00 for PS-5th grade start all together in       

Rm 204. Then the PS-1st have their own class in Rm 205.        

ALL  Youth (grades 6-12)

Summer Trip Registration  •	 Forms for both Junior and 

Senior Youth summer trips are each due with the $50 trip 

deposit to Heather by May 2. Additional forms are available 

in the church office.

Junior  Youth (grades 6-8)

Escape Room & BBQ  •	 - Friday, May 7, 6-9pm.                 

The incoming 6th grade class will be welcomed into Junior 

Youth with the 7th & 8th graders. Meet at Faith for dinner, 

before going to Keynundrum Escape Rooms. Then return 

back to Faith for ice cream sundaes.

SEnior  Youth (grades 9-12)

Garage Sale & Car Wash  •	 All senior youth participating 

in our summer trip are expected to help with our Garage 

Sale fundraiser. Get these dates on your calender... Set-up: 

May 19, May 25, May 27, June 1 (from 6-8pm); Garage Sale 

on June 2 from 6-8pm (member preview), and June 3-5 from 

8am-3pm.  Car Wash is June 5 from 8am-3pm. 

Ministry to KIDS. yOUTH. Heather Mccormick, director of youth & family ministry  
Hannah elsey, ministry to children

Senior SaintS    Thursday, May 20  .  11:30am  

Retired members-- join us this month for a lunch at Lake Shawnee Garden House and a 
presentation about the flowers at Ted Ensley Gardens.  

Embark on an epic quest through hidden 

ruins, ancient caves, and dense jungles. At 

Treasured VBS, kids dig into action-packed, 

faith-filled adventures. They’ll discover God’s 

greatest treasure is them!

VBS 2
0

2
1

Registration is open 
for kids 3yrs to 5th grade 

or VOLUNTEER

 June 21-25
5:15-8:15pm
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A PrAYEr
Lord God, our Maker and Redeemer. We come to you with empty hands 
and sinful hearts pleading for Your Mercy that you so freely give us each 
and every single day. We are thankful for the children that you have blessed 
us with as we continue to teach them about You at Topeka Lutheran School. 
We ask that you bless our school, the principal, teachers and staff that work 
each and every day as they instruct the children about the world around 
them but especially telling them the Good News about Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, whom You sent into the world to save us so that we may live forever 

in heaven with You. In Christ’s Holy Name, we pray. Amen.

SUPPORT TOPEKA LUTHERAN TODAY! 
It's easy! Scan QR code to donate...

totAL CoMMitMEntS 
Growing God's Children 
for Generations to Come Fund

Total Amount Committed:  $834,743

Total Pledged Gifts Received:  $636,641

Total Commitments Cards:  124

Thank You to our alumni, donors and friends.

uPCoMinG EVEntS
All-School Concert . May 18, 7pm
Join the staff and students for this end of 
school year event.

School Carnival . May 22, 4-7pm
The school is so happy to bring this tradition 
back, this time to end the school year. Thank 
you TLS families for all your support this year.

7th Annual Luke Savage Memorial     
Golf Tournament
Saturday, July 10 . shotgun start at 9am.
Great Life Shawnee Country Club-Topeka.
4-person scramble with prizes. The teams 
are almost full, however, hole sponsorships 
and silent auction items are gratefully 
accepted. For questions or donations, contact 
dkmsavage@yahoo.com  

thAnK You
Thank you to those who registered for the recent Virtual 5K Run/Walk and to • 
those parents and grandparents who pledged gifts to the students' Walk-a-
Thon held late April. Both events were held to raise additional funds for the 
capital campaign. Please watch for updates on how many participated and 
the impact it made - coming soon.

Thank you to Mr. Eckhardt and Pastor and Mrs. Goetz for the generous • 
match gifts and to those families for the special gifts to help "boost" the 
funds raised for the 5K and Walk-a-Thon events.

Thank you to the Thrivent members who designated TLS and Foundation for • 
your CHOICE dollars! Thanks to you, approximately$7,500 has already been 
received in 2021, This money will be directed to the Grant-in-Aid for tuition 
assistance.

Thank you to the students, teachers, families and friends who helped with • 
the recent TLS Clean-up Day at the main campus. Your hard work greatly 
improved the appearance of our campus and was appreciated very much!

The outdoor classroom is taking shape on the 
northwest corner of the school grounds.
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Doorstep joins with 
local agencies to 
provide assistance to 
topeka’s most vulnerable 
populations

Valero Behavioral Health Care and 
the Topeka Rescue Mission recently 
announced the launch of the Mobile 
Access Partnership (MAP), a collaborative 
effort to help the unsheltered and at risk 
families in Topeka. 

The first component of MAP is a mobile 
facility that provides shower, laundry 
and restrooms.

Doorstep has been assisting with 
clothing and hygiene items so people 
can shower and put on clean clothes.

Later this year MAP will be adding a 
mobile food pantry and a mobile health 
service unit. 

In a statement Barry Feaker of the 
Topeka Rescue Mission said that 
MAP “will advance our community’s 
commitment to care for our homeless 
neighbors in need... and has the 
potential to not only meet critical 
needs, but can be a game changer... for 
those who suffer in our community.”

DoorsteP neeDs
Men’s (Walking) Shorts – Size Small
Men’s Underwear – Size Small
Men’s Jeans – Waist Sizes 30 & 32
Plus Size Women’s Shorts
Boys Jeans – Size 11-12
Girls Summer Clothing – Sizes 2-14
Men’s & Women’s Walking/Tennis 
Shoes – All Sizes
Skillets 

Food Items:  Canned beans (variety), 
Canned fruit (variety), Jelly (any flavor) 
and Canned pasta/Spaghetti O’s.

1 Marcy & Gene Bilynsky (45 years)

1 Robert & DeAnna King

1 Roger & Jennifer Offermann

1 Harry & Darlene Strader (45 years)

1 John & Carolyn Watson (45 years)

4 Bob & Merrilee Kuhn

5 Rod & Barb Bleich

5 Don & Pat Schultz

9 David & Colleen Lippe

14 Ivan & Tami Lierz

15 Samuel & Kelly Moore

16 Brenda and Dale Linder

17 Mardi Long & Mohinder Pal (15 years)

18 Jeanette & John Driscoll

19 Larry & Ann Mah

20 Angie & Anthony Decker (15 years)

21 Larry & Caryn Sheets

22 Tom & Debbie Crites

24  Gerald & Carolyn Schneider 

24 Darin & Betty Schwant (35 years)

25 John & Kim Holter

25 Steve & Connie Tilton (30 years)

26 Delmer & Ethel Kruse

29 Joy & Kirby Lester

30 Jim & Joanna Bradshaw (40 years)

30 Tim & Jan Lyle

30 Micah & Abby Offermann (1 year)

31 John & Cynthia Barrett

31 Chris & Linda Meyer

31 Dan & Betty Ramsey

1 Ryan Kaufman
1 Aspen Maxwell
1 Thad Moore
2 Mark Brewer
2 Isaac Gateley
2 Caleb Hillrichs
2 Reva Hossfeld
2 Sharon Stuewe
2 Jason Wills
4 Alana Grisell
4 Jeff Kuhn
4 Tim Owen
4 Mason Voth
5 Alisha Bolz
5 Brian Burgoon
5 Ann Mah
6 Donna Hass
6 Ange Marichal
6 Juli Mazachek
6 Aidan Obdyke
6 Katie Pierce
6 Jay Williams
7 Tom Dittmer
7 Dan Ramsey
7 David Schwartz
8 Dathan Horn
8 Austin Kennard
8 Kristie Stuewe

8 Jarrett Woodley
9 Theresa Heine
9 Colton Landman
9 Rachel Shelton
9 Aric Zillinger
10 Laine Caleb
11 Barb Bowers
11 Marissa Khalil
11 Ashton Torrey
12 Ruthie Blenz
12 Margie Corum
12 Tom Crites
12 Megan Glinka
12 Jacob Schwartz
12 Devin Wills
13 Lauren Rollenhagen
13 Emma Taylor
14 Rebecca Gerhardt
14 Mary Ann Graham
14 Floyd Marlatt
14 Brian Wenger
15 Paje Resner
16 Rebecca Nelson
16  Rick Steinhauer
17 Claire Banion
17 Felicia Goins
17 Howard Graham
17 Jacob Marchant

17 Dave Ruhnke
18 Brooks Burdiek
19 Megan Deiter
19 David Pinick
19 Leroy Schick
21 Rich Mesloh
22 Judy Hamilton
22 Christine Jordan
22 Rosalyn Taylor
23 Brenda Doby
23 Delainey Duermeier
24 Caitlyn Lambrecht
24 David Lippe
24 Rachel Schultz
24 Jeanette Wehmeier
25 John Frese
25 Mike Poe
26 Emilio Brackman
26 Melissa Knowland
26 Cliff Sheets
26 Walker Vines
29 Addisyn Hummell
29 Holly Mace
29 Blake Ramsey
29 Diane Shaffer
29 Jacki Theis
31 Damon Moran
31 Dorothy Novak

birthdays

anniversaries in
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circles meet for Bible study & fellowship: 

Deborah Circle. Tuesday, May 18, 7pm in the Church 

Parlor. Contact Karen Peterson, 232-5330, for more details.  

The other Circles (Hannah, Eve, Ruth) will attend the Salad 

Supper in place of meeting in May.

soap collection   Bars of soap for Lutheran World 

Relief are always appreciated. Drop them in the designated bin 

in the Gathering Nook.

lWr Quilters   Join the group to tie simple quilts in the 

parlor on Mondays, May 10 and 17, starting at 9am.  

No sewing skills required. Questions? Contact Anne Johnson,    

785-408-8004.

salad supper  Join us for a 13-month-delayed Salad 

Supper, May 11, 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Be our guest and 

enjoy a variety of home-made salads. Food will be served in a 

safe, friendly manner.  Pr. Heine will give a presentation of his 

choosing.  We look forward to seeing your smiling eyes and a bit 

of your face when masks are removed for eating.  

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Psa lm 95 : 1

Contemporary Service Teams:
5|2 -  Huesers|Moran
5|9 -  Liedtke
5|16 -   Saunders
5|23 -   TLS|Francik
5|30 -  Huesers|Moran

Spiritual Life|Communion:

8:00 - Gina Brewer (SLL), Dave Mahon      
11:00 - Dave Schwartz (SLL), Patrice Thomsen

Altar Guild:
Karen & Wayne Peterson, Jessica Atchison (prep);  
Fred & Connie Crowder (covering)

Traditional Ushers:
8:00 -  Rod & Barb Bleich, Howard Graham, David McGuigan
11:00 -  Sam Elsey, Blake Ramsey

Lay Readers [8 .11]:
5|2 - Claire Banion  | Karen Brumleve
5|9 - Jan Rankin  | Elaine Eggold
5|16 - Jane Schaible  | Sherrie Dick
5|23 - Shari Albrecht  | Karen Brumleve
5|30 - Claire Banion  | Elaine Eggold

Money Counters:
Kevin McCarthy, Dwight Cater, Phil Gutierrez

May schedule of serving.   

4|11 - Abigail June Riddle, daughter of Kenny & Kayla Riddle

4|25 - Hudson Eugene Nelson, son of Lucas & Bryanna Nelson

Baptisms.   

David & Debbie Howland•	
Carol Sidlinger•	
Jonathan Gabler•	

removed by request.   

official acts

Emily Poe, •	 to Immanuel Lutheran Church, Bossier City LA

transfer of membership.   

May 9
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leaD staff.
Jacob Heine, senior pastor
 PastorHeine@faithlutherantopeka.com

Martin Albrecht, assistant pastor
 PastorMartin@faithlutherantopeka.com

Heather McCormick, dir. of youth/family ministry
 DCEHeather@faithlutherantopeka.com

Hannah Elsey, ministry to children  
HannahElsey@faithlutherantopeka.com

suPPort staff.
[firstlastname]@faithlutherantopeka.com

Sharon Lowe, receptionist/office assistant

Linda Meyer, communications/cont. worship

Sue Francik, bookkeeper/ministries coordinator

Linda Laird, organist/music director
 MASL6@cox.net

auxiliarY.
Jeff Lane, lay deacon
 LaneJeff6850@yahoo.com

Pat Schultz, RN, parish nurse
 TiredMomPLS@aol.com

cHurcH office Hours.
 Mon - Fri  8:00am to 4:30pm (closed noonhour)

 Sunday 9-9:30 and 10:30-11:00am

sunDaY WorsHiP.
 8:00*  | 11:00am - Traditional style
 9:30* - Contemporary style  
 3:00pm - for the Deaf and hard of hearing 

              (via KansaSEED Facebook live)
 * also live-streamed on Facebook and 

available after on our website

eDucation oPPortunities.
 Sundays: 9:30 (adults)  11:00 (all ages)
 WOW Wednesdays: 5:15-7pm (Sept-Apr)

The Messenger is mailed monthly to 
all members. June edition deadline is         
May 20. Send to Editor Linda Meyer. 

faitH lutHeran cHurcH
1716 SW Gage Boulevard
Topeka, Kansas 66604

p. 785.272.4214
e. office@faithlutherantopeka.com

FaithLutheranTopeka.com

Follow us on FACEBOOK:
  Faith Lutheran Church-Topeka

church office closed Memorial Day, May 31

'the lutheran Hour' with rev Dr Michael Zeigler
[tune in Sunday mornings to 92.5FM at 8:00,  580AM at 7:30,  or go to LutheranHour.org]

May 2 - Laughed At  Speaking out against the prevailing culture might prompt ridicule 
but it could also produce repentance. (Jonah 3)

May 9 - Seriously?  . A preacher who gets upset when people take his message 
seriously-- that's the story of Jonah.  (Jonah 1-4)

May 16 - Gain a Heart of Wisdom (Psalm 90:12)

May 23 - Ephesians Series 

May 30 - Trinity Sunday

Faith in Action
Our annual Faith in Action summer Sunday events will kick off June 6, 5:30-8:30pm 
'on the Green' at Faith, for a Trivia Night & BBQ. Join us for a provided dinner, drinks, 
trivia and a bonfire. 

More June activities are planned.  Watch publications for more events all summer)... 
6/13 - Lake Shawnee Adventure Cove.   6/20 - Sonic Sand Volleyball.   6/27 - Golf 


