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Third Sunday in Advent 
December 13, 2020 .  9:30 am  

 

 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 Invocation  

 Call to Worship by Praise Team    [Third Advent Candle is lighted] 

 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus © 2017 Jacob Sooter Music . CCLI #1102327 

 Come Thou long expected Jesus  Born to set Thy people free 

 From our fears and sins release us   Let us find our rest in Thee 

 Israel's strength and consolation   Hope of all the earth Thou art 

 Dear desire of ev'ry nation   Joy of ev'ry longing heart 

 

 Born Thy people to deliver   Born a child and yet a King 

 Born to reign in us forever   Now Thy gracious kingdom bring 

 By Thine own eternal spirit   Rule in all our hearts alone 

 By Thine all sufficient merit   Raise us to Thy glorious throne 

 

 You draw the hearts of shepherds   You draw the hearts of kings 

 Even as a baby  You were changing ev'rything 

 You called me to Your kingdom   Before Your lips could speak 

 And even as a baby   You were reaching out for me 

 And now we are awaiting   The day of Your return 

 When ev'ry eye will see You   As heaven comes to earth 

 Until the sky is opened   Until the trumpet sounds 

 The bride is getting ready   The Church is singing out 

 

 Come Thou long expected Jesus   Born to set Thy people free 

 From our fears and sins release us   Let us find our rest in Thee 

 Come Thou long expected King 
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 Opening Prayer  
 

 Children’s Message 

 Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 35:8-10   (ESV) 

And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not 

pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go 

astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 

there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to 

Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 Epistle Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24   (ESV) 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test everything; 

hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil.  Now may the God of peace himself 

sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

 Gospel Reading John 1:6-8, 19-28    (ESV) 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 

about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness 

about the light. And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not 

the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 

Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer 

to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” (Now they had 

been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither 

the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among 

you stands one you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am 

not worthy to untie.” These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 

baptizing. 

 Message:  God Bless Us Every One - Present 



 Offering Moment 

It brings us joy that you are joining us today in worshiping our Lord. We pray that the worship service is 

meaningful for you. Those worshiping in house:  offering may be dropped in the plate when leaving.    

Online giving options are also available at FaithLutheranTopeka.org then tap ‘donate now.’  

 Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,               

his  only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,              

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 Prayers of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer  

 Confession & Forgiveness  

Pastor: Let us confess our sins to God: 

People: Patient Lord, forgive our lack of faith in your loving power. We look around us 

and all that we see is what we don’t have. We fail to notice the daily blessings 

you lavish upon us. Strengthen us and move us from excuses for not serving 

you. Help us to truly listen to one another with loving and generous hearts. Heal 

us and make us ready to truly be your disciples. In Jesus’ Name, we pray. Amen. 

Pastor: Behold and believe in the wondrous power and love of God! It is poured out for you 

and for God’s beloved world. Rejoice in this good news, for it is given especially to you. 

You are loved and forgiven in the name of Jesus, who has come among us. You are 

freed from proving that you deserve to be loved, because God’s love is given to you as 

the most precious gift of all. Rejoice in this love and share it with the world. Amen. 
 

Words of Institution & Communion Distribution  
Prior to communing, we should all examine our hearts… Do you acknowledge your kinship with your 

brothers and sisters in Christ at this communion rail and do you set aside any refusal to forgive?                 

Do you desire to live a God pleasing life? Are you aware of your sin and your need of God's forgiveness?                    

If so, and you believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine through his body and blood,                

you may commune. The Communion servers will come to you going through the empty pew in front of you 

to serve. You may stand, kneel or sit in your pew. Clear grape juice is available in the center of the tray.  
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Trust in You © 2014 CentricSongs. CCLI #1102327 

 Letting go of every single dream  I lay each one down at Your feet 

 Every moment of my wondering   Never changes what You see 

  I've tried to win this war I confess  My hands are weary I need Your rest 

 Mighty warrior King of the fight  No matter what I face You're by my side 
  

 Chorus: When You don't move the mountains  I'm needing You to move 

  When You don't part the waters  I wish I could walk through 

  When You don't give the answers  As I cry out to You 

  I will trust I will trust  I will trust in You    
  

 Truth is You know what tomorrow brings   There's not a day ahead You have not seen 

 So in all things be my life and breath  I want what You want Lord and nothing less   
  

 Chorus: When You don't move the mountains  I'm needing You to move 

  When You don't part the waters  I wish I could walk through 

  When You don't give the answers  As I cry out to You 

  I will trust I will trust  I will trust in You   I will trust in You  
  

 You are my strength and comfort  You are my steady hand 

 You are my firm foundation  The Rock on which I stand 

 Your ways are always higher  Your plans are always good 

 There's not a place where I'll go   You've not already stood    
  

 Chorus: When You don't move the mountains  I'm needing You to move 

  When You don't part the waters  I wish I could walk through 

  When You don't give the answers  As I cry out to You 

  I will trust I will trust  I will trust in You    

  I will trust in You   I will trust in You   I will trust in You 
  

 Thanksgiving Prayer 

 Blessing  
 Pastor: Go now, for you are chosen and sent in the Spirit. Pray at all times, be thankful in all 

circumstances. Keep what is good, avoid every kind of evil. To all in need bear witness 

that the time has come when the Sovereign Lord will save his people.  And may God 

who gives peace make you holy in every way; May Christ Jesus clothe you with 

salvation and victory; And may the Holy Spirit speak through you with the good news 

of hope. Amen. 
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Sing to the King © 2003 worshiptogether.com. CCLI #1102327 

 Sing to the King who is coming to reign   Glory to Jesus the lamb that was slain 

 Life and salvation his empire shall bring   And joy to the nations when Jesus is King 

    

 Chorus: Come let us sing a song    

  A song declaring that we belong to Jesus  He is all we need 

  Lift up a heart of praise 

  Sing now with voices raised to Jesus   Sing to the King 

  

 For His returning we watch and we pray   We will be ready the dawn of that day 

 We’ll join in singing with all the redeemed   ‘Cause Satan is vanquished and Jesus is King  

 

 Chorus: Come let us sing a song    

  A song declaring that we belong to Jesus  He is all we need 

  Lift up a heart of praise 

  Sing now with voices raised to Jesus   Sing to the King    [X2] 

 

 Ending: Sing to the King     Sing to the King 
  

 

 Now Entering the Mission Field  
Grow in faith, share Christ’s love!    Thanks be to God. 



Serving in worship:   Preacher: Pr Jacob Heine             Leader & Children’s Message: Pr Martin Albrecht  

Service Team:  led by Shannon Huesers and Stephanie Saunders  

Praise Team:  Von Kopfman, Daniel Domingo, Emma Taylor 

Praise Band:   Jacki Theis (keyboard), Scott Leonard (guitar), Ben Francik (drums), Jesse Thacker (bass) 

Next Week’s Lessons: Fourth Sunday in Advent: Psalm 89:1-5; Isaiah 7:10-17; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

During these extraordinary times, we are pleased to be able to bring the congregation of Faith Lutheran a time  

to gather and to receive Christ’s Body and Blood. We know that the COVID virus is highly contagious, and 

although we are taking every precaution we can to ensure your health and safety; by participating today              

you state you understand and assume the risks.  

1716 SW Gage Blvd | Topeka KS 66604  | 785.272.4214  

F a i t h L u t h e r a n T o p e k a . o r g  

Jacob Heine | senior pastor Jeff Lane |lay deacon 

Martin Albrecht |assistant pastor  Hannah Elsey |children’s ministry 

Heather McCormick | family/youth ministry  




