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New Year’s Eve 
December 31, 2020 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 
As the world rings in the New Year, there are many things to consider from 2020. We consider those who 
have died in the past year. We consider our own sins and failures. But we also consider all of the ways in 
which Jesus has continued to lead and guide us. On this night, we remember the love of Christ that 
sustains us through each passing year, and we pray His blessing on another year of grace. 
 

Prelude   
 
Announcements 
 

Invocation  
   Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
   People: Amen. 

 
Opening Sentences   (Psalm 124:8) 

   Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
   People: who made heaven and earth. 
   Pastor: He has brought us to the ending of the day 
   People: and to the close of another year. 
   Pastor: As we remember the year that is past, 
   People: forgive us, O Lord. 
   Pastor: As we turn to the year that is ahead, 
   People: lead us, O Lord. 
   Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
   People: who made heaven and earth. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   Silence for self-examination 
   Pastor: I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, 
by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty 
to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

   People: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission 



of all your sins. Amen.  I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company 
of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; 
wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, 
and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

   Pastor: The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 
all your sins. In the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I, a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   People: Amen. 
   Pastor: May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 
   People: And also with you. 

   

Opening Hymn   O God, Our Help in Ages Past  
1 O God, our help in ages past,    Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast,    And our eternal home: 
 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 
Sufficient is Thine arm alone,    And our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood    Or earth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God,    To endless years the same. 

 

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight    Are like an evening gone, 
Short as the watch that ends the night    Before the rising sun. 

 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,    Soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten as a dream    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past,    Our hope for years to come, 
Be Thou our guard while troubles last    And our eternal home! 

 
KYRIE 

   Pastor: Lord, have mercy. 
   People: Christ, have mercy. 
   Pastor: Lord, have mercy.  O Jesus, hear us. 
   People: O Jesus, hear us 
   Pastor: Jesus, be merciful to us 
   People: and spare us, O Jesus! 
   Pastor: From all evil, from all sin, from Your wrath, from the snares of the devil, and 

from everlasting death: 
   People: Deliver us, O Jesus. 
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   Pastor: Through the mystery of Your holy incarnation, nativity, holy life, agony and 
passion, cross, death, and burial, resurrection and ascension: 

   People: Deliver us, O Jesus. 
   Pastor: O Jesus, hear us. 
   People: Hear and answer us, O Jesus. 
   Pastor: Lord, have mercy. 
   People: Christ, have mercy. 
   Pastor: Lord, have mercy. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now 

ending and commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come. In the 
New Year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the 
saving name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
  

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 30:15–17                      (In returning and rest, you shall be saved.) 

 15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel,  “In returning and rest you shall be 
saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, 16and you 
said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away; and, “We will ride 
upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 17A thousand shall flee at the 
threat of one; at the threat of five you shall flee, till you are left like a flagstaff on the top 
of a mountain, like a signal on a hill. 

   Leader: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalmody  Psalm 90:1-12 
   Leader: Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. 
   People: Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth 

and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 
   Leader: You return  man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!”  
   People: For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a 

watch in the night. 
   Leader: You sweep them away as with a flood;  they are like a dream, like grass that is 

renewed in the morning: 
   People: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. 
   Leader: For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we  are dismayed. 



   People: You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your 
presence. 

   Leader: For all our days pass away under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a 
sigh.  

   People: The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their 
span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

   Leader: Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the  fear of 
you? 

   People: So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. 

 
epistle Reading    Romans 8:31b-39                                    (Nothing can separate us from God’s love.) 

31 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring 
any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus 
is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, 
who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As 
it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep 
to be slaughtered.”  37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

   Reader: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel:     Luke 12:35-40                                                              (Stay dressed for action. Be ready.) 

     Leader: O Lord, have mercy on us. 
     People: Thanks be to God. 
 35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men 

who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 
open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants 
whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will dress himself for 
service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he comes in 
the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 
he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

     Leader: In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
   People: But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His son. 
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Hymn      My Soul Rejoices 

1     My soul rejoices,    My spirit voices— Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
    For God my Savior    Has shown me favor—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
    With praise and blessing,    Join in confessing    God, who is solely 
    Mighty and holy—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
    His mercy surely    Shall rest securely    On all who fear Him, 
    Love and revere Him—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

 

2     His arm now baring,    His strength declaring—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
    The proud He scatters,    Their rule He shatters—Sing the greatness of the Lord! 
    Oppression halted;    The meek exalted.    Full are the hungry; 
    Empty, the wealthy—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 
    Here is the token    All that was spoken    To Abr’ham’s offspring 
    God is fulfilling—O sing the greatness of God the Lord! 

                                                                                       © 1991 Stephen P. Starke. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 11023327. 
 

Sermon   
 

Offering Moment  
 

Nicene Creed    
   People: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible.   
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made;  who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made 
man;  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will 
come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end.  

 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 
and apostolic Church,  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. 
Amen 
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LITANY 
   Pastor: Sing to the Lord a new song, 
   People: for He has done marvelous things. 
   Pastor: As we enter a New Year, we sing to the Lord a new song, 
   People: for He has done marvelous things. 
   Pastor: As we struggle through division, we look to Christ for unity, and we sing to the 

Lord a new song, 
   People: for He has done marvelous things. 
   Pastor: As we consider our sins and failures of the past year, we look to Christ for 

forgiveness, and we sing to the Lord a new song, 
   People: for He has done marvelous things. 
   Pastor: As we seek to love our neighbors and enemies, we look to Christ for guidance, 

and we sing to the Lord a new song, 
   People: for He has done marvelous things. 
   Pastor: As we run the race set before us, we look to Christ for endurance, and we sing to 

the Lord a new song, 
   People: for He has done marvelous things. 
   Pastor: As we mourn those who have died in the past year, we look to Christ for comfort, 

and we sing to the Lord a new song, 
   People: for He has done marvelous things. 
   Pastor: As we lay down our brokenness at the foot of the cross, we look to Christ for 

victory, and we sing to the Lord a new song, 
   People: for He has done marvelous things. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament    
    Preface 
     Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
     People: And also with you. 
     Pastor: Lift up your hearts 
     People: We lift them to the Lord. 
     Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

   Proper preface 
     Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a new 
revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know 
and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels 



and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

Sanctus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
   Pastor: Holy and mighty God, heaven and earth are full of Your glory and yet none can 

compare with the glory revealed to us when You sent You own Son into flesh 
through the Virgin to fulfill Your saving will. By His blood shed and obedient life 
You have counted us righteous, and in His willing sacrifice upon the cross You 
have declared us forgiven. Grant now that by Your Holy Spirit we come to His 
Table in faith and receive to our benefit the riches of His grace in this Holy 
Communion. 

   People: Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD             (Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25) 

   Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
      People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini 
   Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   People: Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Communion distribution 
        When communion is brought to your pew, you may stand, kneel as able or remain seated. 

     Hymn  How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds    In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,    And drives away our fear. 
 

2 It makes the wounded spirit whole    And calms the heart’s unrest; 
’Tis manna to the hungry soul    And to the weary, rest. 
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3 Dear name! The rock on which I build,    My shield and hiding place; 
My never-failing treasury filled    With boundless stores of grace. 

 

4 O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend,    My Prophet, Priest, and King, 
My Lord, my life, my way, my end,    Accept the praise I bring. 

 

5 How weak the effort of my heart,    How cold my warmest thought! 
But when I see Thee as Thou art,    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

 

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 
And may the music of Thy name    Refresh my soul in death! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Public domain 

 

   Hymn  In Christ There Is No East or West 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                         admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 1102327.; © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; © 1982 The Jubilate Group 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Public domain 

 

Post-Communion Canticle   Thank the Lord 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Post-
Communion Thanksgiving 
     Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God, Your Son became incarnate and was obedient to the 

Law on our behalf. He was circumcised and given the name that is above all 
names, that we may receive the fruits of His righteousness and call upon that 
name by faith. Give us grace that the name we have confessed this day, we may 
confess faithfully throughout the coming year. Guard us by the power of this 
name against all our enemies and bless us with this name that we not depart 
from Christ but endure to the day of His coming again; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

   People: Amen. 
 

Benediction 
   Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and X give you peace.  
   People: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn   Go, My Children, with My Blessing 

                     1 Go, My children, with My blessing,  Never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you;  You are My own. 
In My love’s baptismal river    I have made you Mine forever. 
Go, My children, with My blessing—        You are My own. 
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2 Go, My children, sins forgiven,  At peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you,  What I can cure. 
Here you heard My dear Son’s story;    Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 
Go, My children, sins forgiven,   At peace and pure. 

 

3 Go, My children, fed and nourished,  Closer to Me; 
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free. 
Here My Spirit’s power filled you;  Here His tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, My children, fed and nourished,  Joyful and free. 

 

5 In this union I have joined you  Husband and wife, 
Now, My children, live together   As heirs of life: 
Each the other’s gladness sharing,  Each the other’s burdens bearing, 
Now, My children, live together  As heirs of life. 

 

4 I the Lord will bless and keep you  And give you peace; 
I the Lord will smile upon you     And give you peace: 
I the Lord will be your Father,  Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 
Go, My children; I will keep you  And give you peace. 

                                                                                                          © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 1102327. 

Dismissal 
   Leader: Grow in Faith.  Share Christ’s love. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude   

Jeff Lane, Lay Deacon 
lanejeff6850@yahoo.com 

 
Hannah Elsey, children’s ministry 

hannahelsey@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Jacob Heine, Senior Pastor 
pastorHeine@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Martin Albrecht, Assistant Pastor 
martinalbrecht@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Heather McCormick, Dir. of Family & Youth 
dceheather@faithlutherantopeka.com 

During these extraordinary times, we are pleased to be able to bring the congregation of Faith Lutheran a 
time to gather and to receive Christ’s Body and Blood. We know that the COVID virus is highly contagious, 
and although we are taking every precaution we can to ensure your health and safety; by participating 
today you state you understand that and assume the risks.  

Faith Lutheran Church 
1716 SW Gage Blvd 
Topeka KS  66604 Faithlutherantopeka.com 

(785) 272-4214 


