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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 20, 2020 .  9:30 am  

 

 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 Invocation  

 Call to Worship with Psalm 27:1-9 

Leader: God is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 

People: God is our shelter and refuge on the days of trouble, and our hope and joy on 

the days of celebration! 

Leader: Day after day, we seek God’s face and the assurance of God’s holy love: 

People: O God, do not turn from us or hide your face from us! Be our guide and our 

light instead! 

Leader: One thing we ask of God: 

People: That we may live in God’s dwelling place all the days of our life, and never 

cease to behold the beauty of God’s home. 

Leader: Beloved of God, enter this worship in thanksgiving, for God is among and within us!  

People: Thanks be to God! 
  

All Because of Jesus © 2007 sixsteps Songs. CCLI #1102327 

 Giver of ev'ry breath I breathe   Author of all eternity 

 Giver of ev'ry perfect thing  To You be the glory 

 Maker of heaven and of earth   No one can comprehend Your worth 

 King over all the universe   To You be the glory 

 And I'm alive because I'm alive in You 
    

 Chorus: And it's all because of Jesus I'm alive   It's all because the blood of Jesus Christ 

  That covers me and raised this dead man's life   It's all because of Jesus I'm alive 

  I'm alive I'm alive 
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 Giver of ev'ry breath I breathe   Author of all eternity 

 Giver of ev'ry perfect thing  To You be the glory 

 Maker of heaven and of earth   No one can comprehend Your worth 

 King over all the universe   To You be the glory 

 And I'm alive because I'm alive in You 
  

 Chorus: And it's all because of Jesus I'm alive   It's all because the blood of Jesus Christ 

  That covers me and raised this dead man's life   It's all because of Jesus 
  

 Ev'ry sunrise sings Your praise   The universe cries out Your praise 

 I'm singing freedom all my days   Now that I'm alive 
  

 Chorus: And it's all because of Jesus I'm alive   It's all because the blood of Jesus Christ 

  That covers me and raised this dead man's life   It's all because of Jesus 

  And it's all because of Jesus I'm alive   It's all because the blood of Jesus Christ 

  That covers me and raised this dead man's life   It's all because of Jesus I'm alive 

  I'm alive I'm alive 

 

 Opening Prayer  

 Children’s Message 

 Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 55:6-9  (ESV) 

“Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake his 

way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have 

compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

 Epistle Reading  Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30   (ESV) 

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the 

gospel, so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest 

that my imprisonment is for Christ. And most of the brothers, having become confident in the 

Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear. For I know that 

through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my 



deliverance, as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that 

with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 

For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 

for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is 

to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more necessary 

on your account. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your 

progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, 

because of my coming to you again. Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of 

Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, and 

not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, 

but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has been granted to you that for the sake of 

Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same 

conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

 Gospel Reading Matthew 20:1-16   (ESV) 
[Jesus said] “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, 

he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle 

in the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I 

will give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did 

the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to 

them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He 

said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the 

last, up to the first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them 

received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, 

but each of them also received a denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of 

the house, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 

have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what 

belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to 

do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will 

be first, and the first last.” 

 Message 
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 Offering Moment 

It brings us joy that you are joining us today in worshiping our Lord. We pray that the worship service is 

meaningful for you. Those worshiping in house:  offering may be dropped in the plate when leaving.    

Online giving options are also available at FaithLutheranTopeka.org then tap ‘donate now.’ 

 Affirmation of Faith: The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, his  only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born       

of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.                   

He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come     

to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and        

the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

 Prayers of the Church & The Lord’s Prayer  

 Confession & Forgiveness  
Pastor: Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.  

 Silence for reflection and self-examination.    

 Source of all life, 

People: we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that 

we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet 

we expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving 

it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, 

willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing  

of your whole creation. Amen.  

Pastor:    The wideness of God's mercy, the range of God's forgiveness, the infinite love of 

God, the Heart of hope which is never empty: all these gifts are ours, as God 

restores us to the fullness of life meant for us. In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus 

Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake, God forgives you all your sin. 

Blessed are you! Rejoice and be glad, beloved people of God. Amen.  
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Words of Institution & Communion Distribution  
Prior to communing, we should all examine our hearts… Do you acknowledge your kinship with your 

brothers and sisters in Christ at this communion rail and do you set aside any refusal to forgive?                 

Do you desire to live a God pleasing life? Are you aware of your sin and your need of God's forgiveness?                    

If so, and you believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine through his body and blood,                

you may commune. The Communion servers will come to you going through the empty pew in front of you to 

serve. You may stand, kneel or sit in your pew. Clear grape juice is available in the center of the tray.  

Whom Shall I Fear © 2012 SDG Publishing. CCLI #1102327 

 You hear me when I call  You are my morning song 

 Though darkness fills the night  It cannot hide the light    Whom shall I fear 

 You crush the enemy  he’s underneath my feet   

 You are my sword and shield  Though troubles linger still    Whom shall I fear 
  

 Chorus: I know Who goes before me  I know Who stands behind 

  The God of angel armies is always by my side 

  The One who reigns forever  He is a friend of mine 

  The God of angel armies is always by my side 
  

 My strength is in Your name  For You alone can save 

 You will deliver me   Yours is the victory 

 Whom shall I fear  Whom shall I fear    
  

 Chorus: I know Who goes before me  I know Who stands behind 

  The God of angel armies is always by my side 

  The One who reigns forever  He is a friend of mine 

  The God of angel armies is always by my side 
  

 And nothing formed against me shall stand    

 You hold the whole world in Your hands 

 I'm holding on to Your promises 

 You are faithful   You are faithful  You are faithful    
  

 Chorus: I know Who goes before me  I know Who stands behind 

  The God of angel armies is always by my side 

  The One who reigns forever  He is a friend of mine 

  The God of angel armies is always by my side 

 



 Thanksgiving Prayer 

 Blessing & Sending  
Pastor: Go now from this service of worship to the service of God’s people near and far, 

refreshed by the living water that Jesus offers to you. Listen for the parched voices 

of the least of these; search out the dry places and the arid souls, and become for 

them a spring of living water. And as you go, may the blessings of the God of life, 

the Christ of love, and the Spirit of grace be upon you this day and forevermore.  

Amen. 

 

Salt and Light © 2002 Integrity's Hosanna. CCLI #1102327 

 You make me want to be like You   Your holiness I will pursue 

 I want the heart of Jesus   Show me the meaning of Your grace 

 I want to give the world a taste   Of the love of Jesus 
  

 Chorus: Make me salt make me light   Let Your holy fire ignite 

  Reveal Your glory in my life   I am not ashamed to lift up Your holy name 

  Make me salt make me light        
  

 You make me want to be like You   Your holiness I will pursue 

 I want the heart of Jesus   Show me the meaning of Your grace 

 I want to give the world a taste   Of the love of Jesus 
  

 Chorus: Make me salt make me light   Let Your holy fire ignite 

  Reveal Your glory in my life   I am not ashamed to lift up Your holy name 

  Make me salt make me light        
  

 Set me as a city on a hill   A lamp on a stand 

 Mold me in Your image   The work of Your hand    
  

 Chorus: Make me salt make me light   Let Your holy fire ignite 

  Reveal Your glory in my life   I am not ashamed to lift up Your holy name 

  Make me salt make me light    (x2) 
 

 

 Now Entering the Mission Field  
Grow in faith, share Christ’s love!    Thanks be to God. 
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Continued on next page 

Serving in worship:   Preacher: Pr Martin Albrecht     Worship leader & Children’s Message: Jeff Lane 

Service Team:  led by Shannon & Nels Huesers and Stephanie & Ray Moran 

Praise Team:  Dave & Brenda Schwartz, Stephanie Moran 

Praise Band:   Jacki Theis (keyboard), Von Kopfman (guitar), Mike Jennings (drums), Jesse Thacker (bass) 

Next Week’s Lessons: 17th Sunday after Pentecost: Ps 25:1-10; Ez. 18:1-4, 25-32; Phil. 2:1-4, 14-18; Mt. 21:23-27 

1716 SW Gage Blvd | Topeka KS 66604  | 785.272.4214  

F a i t h L u t h e r a n T o p e k a . o r g  

Dan Galchutt |supply pastor  vacant |senior & associate pastors 

Martin Albrecht |assistant pastor Jeff Lane |lay deacon 

Heather McCormick | family/youth ministry Hannah Elsey |children’s ministry 


