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Holy Thursday 
Return to the Table  

April  1, 2021   ◆  7:00 pm 
  

The Easter Triduum 
 

In these three holiest days of the year, we are plunged into the self-sacrificing death of Christ,  
so that we might, with even greater joy, celebrate His resurrection from the dead and His victory over 
sin, death, and the devil. It is three days, but it is one liturgy – our gathering around this central event  

in the life of our Lord nourishes our whole year of worship together. 
 

Maundy Thursday 
We are disciples of Jesus, gathered in the upper room around the meal prepared for us by our Lord. 

We leave Lent, crossing the threshold into the Easter Celebration. 
We renew our commitment to service in the kingdom of Christ, following our Lord’s command,  
 His mandatum, to love and serve one another. 
In Holy Communion we are bound together in love to proclaim the victory of Christ over death. 
Among those receiving communion today are some youth receiving the sacrament for the first time  
 at our 7:00pm service. 

 

PRELUDE—WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE:   Rise Again                                                   Dallas Holm 
  Colleen Lippe, Director/Accompanist 

+ Preparation + 

 

HYMN  Your Table I Approach                                        (page 628 LSB) 

1 Your table I approach;    Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 
Let not an unrepentant heart    Prove hurtful to me there. 

 

2 Lord, I confess my sins    And mourn their wretched bands; 
A contrite heart is sure to find    Forgiveness at Your hands. 

 

3 Your body and Your blood,    Once slain and shed for me, 
Are taken at Your table, Lord,   In blest reality. 



 
4 Search not how this takes place,    This wondrous mystery; 

God can accomplish vastly more    Than what we think could be. 
 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord,    That earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail    To thank You day and night 
For Your true body and true blood,    O God, my peace and light.              Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES   Psalm 43:4; 124:8; 32:5 

Pastor: I will go to the altar of God, 
People: to God my exceeding joy. 
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  (Kneel/Sit) 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
   Pastor: Like all of Jesus’ followers who long ago on this night forsook Jesus and fled,  we 

have not been constantly faithful to You, O Lord. 
   People: We, who are sinful by nature, have turned to other gods and have neglected to 

love You with our whole heart and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
   Pastor: Because of our sin, we do not deserve Your love or Your forgiveness. 
   People: Turn to us, Lord, and forgive us. Bring us back to You. Restore us again as          

Peter was restored to You even after denying You, and as You later came to the 
disciples who had forsaken You and declared Your peace to them. Amen. 

   Pastor: Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 
   People: Yes. 
   Pastor: Let it be done for you as you believe. 

   Pastor: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all      your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   People: Amen. 
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+ Service of the Word + 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us pray.  Gracious God, as Moses and the elders long ago beheld 

God and ate and drank, so in the Lord’s Supper we behold Your mercy, 
Your forgiveness, and Your making us one in the Body of Christ. 
Through this Sacrament, help us always to remember Jesus, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 24:3–11 

Reader: A reading from Exodus, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
 3Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the just decrees 

And all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words that the LORD has 
spoken we will do.”  4And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. He rose early 
in the morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars, ac-
cording to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5And he sent young men of the people of Israel, 
who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the LORD. 6And 
Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he threw 
against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it in the hearing of 
the  people. And they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be                
obedient.” 8And Moses took the blood and threw it on the people and said, “Behold 
the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all 
these words.”  9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 
of Israel went up, 10and they saw the God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were 
a pavement of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 11And he did not lay 
his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they beheld God, and ate and drank. 

 

PSALM   Psalm 116:12–19 

Reader: What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
People: I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, 
Reader:  I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people. 
People: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints. 
Reader: O Lord, I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your maidservant.  

You have loosed my bonds. 
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People: I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the name of                  
the Lord. 

Reader: I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all His people,  

People:  in the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the 
Lord! 
 

EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 10:16–17 

Reader: A reading from First Corinthians, the tenth chapter. 
 16The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The 

bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ? 17Because there is 
one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.  

 

WOMEN’S ENSEMBLE:    Ah, Holy Jesus            Johann Crueger and arr. Carolyn Jennings 

   Suzanne Sawyer Burris, ‘cello 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 14:12–26 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the fourteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

12And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, 
his disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you to eat the 
Passover?” 13And he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and a 
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, 14and wherever he enters, say to 
the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my guest room, where I may eat 
the Passover with my disciples?’ 15And he will show you a large upper room furnished 
and ready; there prepare for us.” 16And the disciples set out and went to the city and 
found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.  17And when it was 
evening, he came with the twelve. 18And as they were reclining at table and eating, Je-
sus said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.” 
19They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another, “Is it I?” 20He said to 
them, “It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. 21For the 
Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man 
is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”  22And as 
they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and 
said, “Take; this is my body.” 23And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he 
gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24And he said to them, “This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many. 25Truly, I say to you,   I will not drink again of 
the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”  26And 
when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount   of Olives.  
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Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

SERMON HYMN    O Lord, We Praise Thee                           (page 617 LSB) 

1 O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee, 
In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish 
Our weak souls that they may flourish:     O Lord, have mercy! 
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,  That our sins and sorrows did carry, 
And Thy blood for us plead  In all trial, fear, and need: 
O Lord, have mercy! 

 

2 Thy holy body into death was given,  Life to win for us in heaven. 
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us; 
May this feast thereof remind us!    O Lord, have mercy! 
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee 
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.  All our debt Thou hast paid; 
Peace with God once more is made:    O Lord, have mercy! 

 

3 May God bestow on us His grace and favor  That we follow Christ our Savior 
And live together here in love and union  Nor despise this blest Communion! 
O Lord, have mercy!  Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; 
Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;  Give Thy Church, Lord, to see 
Days of peace and unity:     O Lord, have mercy! 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 1102327. 
 

SERMON 
 

NICENE CREED  

I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 

      being of one substance with the Father, 



      by whom all things were made; 
      who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
      and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
      and was made man; 
      and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
      He suffered and was buried. 
 

             And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
           and ascended into heaven 
      and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
      And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
      whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

            And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the Lord and giver of life, 
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
      who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
      who spoke by the prophets. 
      And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
      I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
      and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
      and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Remembering Jesus’ love shown in both the washing of His disciples’ feet 
and in instituting the Lord’s Supper, let us bring our prayers before the Fa-
ther, trusting in His abundant mercy for us.  For the Church, that, following 
Jesus’ example of washing feet, we obey His command and love one anoth-
er as He has loved us. And that, nourished by Christ’s body and blood in 
the Lord’s Supper, our lives reflect the One who first gave the Supper. In 
prayer, 

People: we return to You, O Lord. 
Pastor: For leaders throughout the world, for national, regional, and local leaders, that 

they choose to lead as servants rather than as lords. In prayer, 
People: we return to You, O Lord. 
Pastor: For those in our community who struggle with poverty, mental health disorders, 

addiction, or unemployment, that You use us to serve them and love them as You 
loved and served them during Your earthly ministry. In prayer, 

People: we return to You, O Lord. 
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Pastor: For those who are sick, hospitalized, or dying, [including… ]. Bless them with Your 
presence and heal them according to Your will. Use us to touch their lives in ways 
that reflect Your servant heart. In prayer, 

People: we return to You, O Lord. 
Pastor: For this congregation, that You guide us toward being a people known in our  

community for serving others in love, as You loved and served Your disciples by 
the washing of feet and giving them the food of Your body and blood. In prayer, 

People: we return to You, O Lord. 
Pastor: You make us one in the body and blood of Christ, O Lord. Let both our individual 

prayers and these prayers of our worshiping community rise to You, for You 
promise to hear them and to give us what is good, for the sake of Jesus Christ,  
our Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, now and           
forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Rite of first Communion 
Drake Dunton 

Kia Hale 
Addison Maxwell 
Alyssa Maxwell 
Parker Moran 

Tyler Rollenhagen 
Oliver Snethen 

Christopher Wells 
Grady Wells 

 
 

+ Sacrament + 

PREFACE  

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is our duty and our delight at all times and in all places to give thanks to You, 
holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has 
invited us to His Table of grace, where we receive the blessings of forgiveness, 
life, and salvation. Grant that we humbly and reverently receive these gifts be-
fore us, thankful to be joining the company of heaven gathered at Your eternal 
feast as evermore they praise You, saying: 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  

   Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new     
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

Pastor: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ev-
er. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE OF THE LORD 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI  
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You are welcome to Holy Communion  Prior to communing, we should all examine our 
hearts as directed in 1 Cor. 11:28, “Let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup.” Do you acknowledge your kinship with your brothers and sisters 
in Christ at this communion rail and do you set aside any refusal to forgive? Do you desire to 
live a God pleasing life? Are you aware of your sin and your need of God's forgiveness? If so, 
and you believe that Jesus is really present in the bread and wine through his body and blood, 
you are welcome to commune in this fellowship of believers in Christ. Children are invited 
forward for a blessing. If sensitive to wine, clear grape juice is available in the center of the 
tray.  Welcome to this foretaste of the feast to come. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



POST-COMMUNION Prayer 
   Pastor:  Let us pray.  We give thanks to You, gracious God, for having received 

us as guests at Your Table. We pray that You would guide us at all 
times and in all places so that we may pass our earthly days in peace, 
assured of Your guidance and knowing Your pardon. By the power of 
the Holy Spirit, rule our hearts and minds that we may serve You con-
stantly; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   People:  Amen. 
 
 
 

+ Stripping of the Altar + 
 
The following commentary is offered to help us understand the significance of this  
profound liturgical action. Psalm 22 is read during this ceremony. 
After the Last Supper, less than 24 hours remained in the earthly life of our Lord. 
Events moved rapidly: 
  Prayer in Gethsemane 
   Betrayal by Judas 
    Arrest, mock trial, painful beating 
     The trudge to Golgotha and execution 
 

The Flowers and Plants are Removed 
 

As his life was stripped from him, so we strip our altar of the signs of life to symbolize 
his purposeful, redemptive suffering and death for us. 

 
The Candles are Extinguished and Removed 

 

Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of life 
and will never walk in darkness.” The events of Golgotha snuffed out the human life  

of Jesus, so we extinguish our candles and remove them. 
 

The Missal Stand and Service Books are Removed 
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The missal stand holds the worship books that guide our worship life together as we 
sing praises to God. As Jesus suffers, joyous songs are not heard. As these sounds of 

joy are removed from our lips, we remove the missal stand and service books. 
 

The Communion Vessels are Removed 
 

Jesus’ offered body and his shed blood have been given to us in, with, and under the 
form of bread and wine in this Holy Mystery. As he was removed from us in the grave, 

so we remove the elements and vessels of this sacrament. 
 

The Altar Clothes and Paraments are Removed 
 

Our altar is the form of a table. It is here where our Lord Jesus serves us as both host 
and meal at His banquet feast. The coverings and paraments are made of fine linen 
and brocade; materials appropriate for feasting with our King. As our King’s body  

was stripped in crucifixion, so our altar is stripped of its coverings. 
 

 
There is no benediction or postlude; the liturgy of these three days  

(Maundy Thursday through Easter Sunrise) continues at tomorrow’s services. 
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