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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 27,  2020 
 
 

Prelude:  A Mighty Fortress Is our God                           arr. Larry Shakley     
 

Announcements 
 

Invocation & Confession/Absolution 
   Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    
   People: Amen. 
   Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
   People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (We kneel for a time of silence for 
reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

   Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
   People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

   Leader: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.    

 People: Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn   Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs 

1 Come, let us join our cheerful songs    With angels round the throne; 
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues,    But all their joys are one. 

 

2 “Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry,    “To be exalted thus!” 
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply,    “For He was slain for us!” 

 



 

3 Jesus is worthy to receive    Honor and pow’r divine; 
And blessings more than we can give    Be, Lord, forever Thine. 

 

4 Let all creation join in one    To bless the sacred name 
Of Him who sits upon the throne    And to adore the Lamb. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Public domain 
.   

Kyrie   
Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise 
   Leader: This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
   People: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,  
 whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

  Power and riches and wisdom and strength                                                                       
  and honor and blessing and glory are His. 
  This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
  Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: 
  Blessing and honor and glory and might  
  be to God and the Lamb forever.  Amen. 
  This is the feast of victory for our God,  
  for the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 
  Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
   Leader: The Lord be with you.  
   People: And also with you. 

   Leader: Let us pray.  Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor 
and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing 
Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus 
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Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

   People: Amen. 

 
First Reading:      Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 1The word of the Lord came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the Lord God, this 
proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the 
soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall 
die.  25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a 
righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall 
die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked 
person turns away from the wickedness he has committed and does what is 
just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away 
from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall 
not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house 
of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?  
30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, 
declares the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest 
iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you 
die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares 
the Lord God; so turn, and live.” 

      Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
      People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   Psalm 25:1–10  
   Reader: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
   People: O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my 

enemies exult over me.  
   Reader: Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be 

ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.  
   People: Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 
   Reader: Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my 

salvation; for you I wait all the day long. 



   People: Remember your mercy, O Lord, and your steadfast love, for they have 
been from of old. 

   Reader: Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to 
your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! 

   People: Good and upright is the Lord therefore he instructs sinners  in the way. 
   Reader: He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 
   People: All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those 

who keep his covenant and his testimonies. 
    
Second Reading:      Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 
 1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being 
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do 
nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.   14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you 
may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 
crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 
16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I 
did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured out as a drink 
offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you 
all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 

     Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
     People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia Verse 
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The Gospel:   Matthew 21:23–27 

       Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the twenty-first chapter. 
     People:   
 

 

       

  
23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing 
these things, and who gave you this authority?”   24Jesus answered them, “I also will 
ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From 
heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, 
‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we 
say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a 
prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 

    Leader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
   People:   

 
 
 
 
Children’s Message 
 

Hymn     Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word;  Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son  And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known,  For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we  May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth,  Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife  And lead us out of death to life. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Public domain 

 

Sermon   
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Apostles’ Creed    
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

  And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering Moment  - Sing Hallelujah                                     arr. Mark Hayes 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
   Leader: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
   People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn  O God, My Faithful God 

1 O God, my faithful God,    True fountain ever flowing, 
Without whom nothing is,    All perfect gifts bestowing: 
Give me a healthy frame,    And may I have within 
A conscience free from blame,    A soul unstained by sin. 

 

2 Grant me the strength to do    With ready heart and willing 
Whatever You command,    My calling here fulfilling; 
That I do what I should    While trusting You to bless 
The outcome for my good,    For You must give success. 

 

3 Keep me from saying words    That later need recalling; 
Guard me lest idle speech    May from my lips be falling; 
But when within my place    I must and ought to speak, 
Then to my words give grace    Lest I offend the weak. 

 



Jeff Lane, Lay Deacon 
lanejeff6850@yahoo.com 

 
Hannah Elsey, children’s ministry 

hannahelsey@faithlutherantopeka.com 

vacant, Senior Pastor 

Martin Albrecht, Assistant Pastor 
martinalbrecht@faithlutherantopeka.com 

Heather McCormick, Dir. of Family & Youth 
dceheather@faithlutherantopeka.com 

4 Lord, let me win my foes    With kindly words and actions, 
And let me find good friends    For counsel and correction. 
Help me, as You have taught,    To love both great and small 
And by Your Spirit’s might    To live in peace with all. 

 

5 Let me depart this life    Confiding in my Savior; 
By grace receive my soul    That it may live forever; 
And let my body have    A quiet resting place 
Within a Christian grave;    And let it sleep in peace. 

 

6 And on that final day    When all the dead are waking, 
Stretch out Your mighty hand,    My deathly slumber breaking. 
Then let me hear Your voice,    Redeem this earthly frame, 
And bid me to rejoice    With those who love Your name. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Public domain 

Dismissal 
   Leader: Grow in Faith.  Share Christ’s love. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:  Concerto in A Minor                                                Vivaldi-Bach 

 
  
 

Divine Service, Setting Two from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway 

Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Those Who Serve  
Preacher & Worship Leader:  Pastor Dan Galchutt     Organist:  Kay Logan 
    8AM Lay Reader:  Claire Banion   11AM Lay Reader:  Sherrie Dick 
 

Next Week’s Lessons    Isaiah 5:1-7   Psalm 80:7:19 

                     Philippians 3:3:4b-14   Matthew 22:33-46 


