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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 25,  2021 
 

 

8AM Prelude:  Grace Flows Down                                                                    Bell, Giglio and Padgett 
   Judy Hamilton, soloist; Linda Laird, Accompanist 

11AM Prelude:  My Heart Ever Faithful                                                                                           Bach 
   Grace Stewart, soloist; Kay Logan, Accompanist 

Announcements 
 

Invocation & Confession/Absolution 
   Leader: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.    
   People: Amen. 
   Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
   People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (We kneel for a time of silence for 
reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

   Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
   People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

   Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 
sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  
May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

  People: Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn   .O Blessed Spring                                                                   page 595 LSB 

1 O blessèd spring, where Word and sign  Embrace us into Christ the Vine: 
Here Christ enjoins each one to be    A branch of this life-giving Tree. 

 

2 Through summer heat of youthful years,  Uncertain faith, rebellious tears, 
Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain,    The boughs will shout for joy again. 



 

 
3 When autumn cools and youth is cold,  When limbs their heavy harvest hold, 

Then through us, warm, the Christ will move    With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love. 
 

4 As winter comes, as winters must,  We breathe our last, return to dust; 
Still held in Christ, our souls take wing    And trust the promise of the spring. 

 

5 Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,  Be praised for this blest mystery: 
That Word and water thus revive    And join us to Your Tree of Life. 

                                                                                    © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien; admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 1102327. 

 

Kyrie                                                                                                                                 page 168 LSB 
Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 

the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray 

to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Leader: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise                                                                                                             page 170 LSB 
   Leader: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
   People: Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:  We worship You, we give 

You thanks, we praise You for Your glory.  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 
Father, Lord God, Lamb of God:  You take away the sin of the world; have mercy 
on us. You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. For You 
alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord.  You alone  are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
   Leader: The Lord be with you.  
   People: And also with you. 
   Leader: Almighty and most merciful God, the protector of all who trust in You, strengthen 

our faith and give us courage to believe that in Your love You will rescue us from 
all adversities; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

- Page 3 -  

 



- Page 4 - 

First Reading:     Genesis 9:8–17 
 8 God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“Behold, I establish my covenant with you 

and your offspring after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, 
the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark; it is 
for every beast of the earth. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all 
flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth.” 12And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between 
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have 
set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember 
my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the 
waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the 
clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

      Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
      People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalmody     Psalm 136:1–9  
   Reader: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
   People: Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
   Reader: Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
   People: to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
   Reader: to him who by understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast love endures 

forever; 
   People: to him who spread out the earth above the waters, for his steadfast love 

endures forever; 
   Reader: to him who made the great lights, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
   People: the sun to rule over the day, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
   Reader: the moon and stars to rule over the night, for his steadfast love endures forever; 
 

 Second Reading Ephesians 3:14–21 
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named, 16that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18may have 
strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. 20Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all 
that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us, 21to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen 



   Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
  
Alleluia Verse 

    
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Gospel:     Mark 6:45–56 

       Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the sixth chapter. 
        People: 
 

 

 

   
  45Immediately [Jesus] made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the 

other side, to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.  46And after he had taken leave 
of them, he went up on the mountain to pray. 47And when evening came, the boat was 
out on the sea, and he was alone on the land. 48And he saw that they were making 
headway painfully, for the wind was against them. And about the fourth watch of the 
night he came to them, walking on the sea. He meant to pass by them, 49but when they 
saw him walking on the sea they thought it was a ghost, and cried out, 50for they all saw 
him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. 
Do not be afraid.” 51And he got into the boat with them, and the wind ceased. And they 
were utterly astounded, 52for they did not understand about the loaves, but their hearts 
were hardened. 53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and 
moored to the shore. 54And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately 
recognized him 55and ran about the whole region and began to bring the sick people on 
their beds to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or 
countryside, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and implored him that they might 
touch even the fringe of his garment. And as many as touched it were made well. 

     Leader This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
   People:   
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Children’s message 
 

Hymn  Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness    With a liberating light; 
Praise the One who frees the pris’ners,    Turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the Gospel,    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands    With the very Bread of peace. 

 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 
Praise the One who drove out demons    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water    To the desert’s burning sand; 
From this Well comes living water,    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate,    Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose victorious    That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness,    Seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer,    Praise the One who makes us one. 

                                                                                                                                     © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 1102327. 
 

Sermon   
 

Apostles’ Creed    
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offering:  Seek Where You May                                                                           setting: Jacob B. Weber  
• Recording attendance: Please take a moment to fill out the red Book of Fellowship with your name 

and if you are taking communion today. If you are a visitor, please add any contact information you 

are willing to share. This booklet is found on the pew near the center aisle and can be passed down to 

others in the pew.  

• Offering: Donations may be placed in the plate as it it passed to you; online giving options 

are also available at FaithLutheranTopeka.com, tap ‘donate now’ or scan code. This an 

opportunity to invest tangibly in what God is doing here. 
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Those Who Serve  
Preacher & Children’s  Message:  Pastor Martin Albrecht    Worship Leader: Jeff Lane     Organist: Linda Laird 
    
 

 8AM —  Lay Reader: Claire Banion Spiritual Life Leader: Doug Helmke  Head Usher: Steve Jones 
11AM — Lay Reader: Sherrie Dick    Spiritual Life Leader: Rod Bleich   Head Usher: Luke Tenbrink 
 

Next Week’s Lessons     Exodus 16:2-15 Psalm 145:10-21        Ephesians 4:1-16     John 6:22-35 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
   Leader: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
   People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
 come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Benediction 
 

Closing Hymn  All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine    page 815 LSB 

1 All praise to Thee, for Thou, O King divine, Didst yield the glory that of right was Thine, 
That in our darkened hearts Thy grace might shine.    Alleluia! 

 

2 Thou cam’st to us in lowliness of thought; By Thee the outcast and the poor were sought; 
And by Thy death was God’s salvation wrought.     Alleluia! 

 

3 Let this mind be in us which was in Thee,  Who wast a servant that we might be free, 
Humbling Thyself to death on Calvary.     Alleluia! 

 

4 Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose, Thou  Art high exalted o’er all creatures now, 
And giv’n the name to which all knees shall bow.    Alleluia! 

 

5 Let ev’ry tongue confess with one accord,  In heav’n and earth, that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
And God the Father be by all adored.    Alleluia! 

                                                                                                                              © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: CCLI, no. 1102327. 
 

Dismissal 
   Leader: Grow in Faith.  Share Christ’s love. 
   People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude:   All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine                                  setting: Charles W. Ore 
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