
a message from Jacob Heine, senior pastor

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. -Colossians 3:17

Attitude – How we think of feel about something or someone.

How is your attitude going into 2021? 

Are you feeling negative? Are the challenges of the past year just too much and too 
discouraging? 2020 certainly didn’t go the way that any of us expected. Perhaps you 
are feeling just defeated and broken. It can be difficult to face what is ahead when 
what is in the past is so difficult. It clouds our view. It shapes our attitudes.

Are you feeling optimistic? Perhaps this past year has given you hope that 2021 
will be better. There are promising items in the future and there are things to look 
forward to. For some, when we face challenges it gives us a perspective of optimism 
for what is next. It brings light to our view. It shapes our attitude.

Attitude matters. This isn’t anything new or earth shattering. We all know it to be 
true. How we think and feel about anything dictates how we will view and believe. 
And that is why Scripture guides us in our attitude.

St. Paul reminds us that whatever we do, we do it in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

In other words, have an attitude of giving glory to God in all that you say and do. This 
can be difficult depending on how things have been or are going for you. But God 
directs us to focus our eyes of Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith (Hebrews 
12:2). This gives us a better way to view all things.

I can’t promise that everything will be wonderful in 2021. I am sure we will meet 
challenges, individually and as a congregation. But what I know will make a 
difference is where we are looking, and what our attitude is in each circumstance. 
We will look to Jesus together. We will work for His glory. We will believe that God will 
work all things for His glory. And we will trust, that every day, God is for us!

In Christ’s Hands,
Pastor Jacob
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New Sunday Morning
Bible Study:

The 5 Love Languages
of Children

Begins Jan 10 at 11:00am
Room 206

taught by Theresa Heine
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Church leadership update
Financial report

The Grow to Share One Fund balance for November was •	
a negative $12,596 with contributions of $82,569 and 
expenses of $95,165.                     
The Grow to Share One Fund balance year to date is •	
a positive $82,561 with contributions of $957,177 and 
expenses of $874,616.   
Year to date 2020 compared to 2019 show contributions •	
are $104,323 less and expenses down $80,043.
Extra-ordinary expenses in November include moving and •	
calling expenses, office and office furniture upgrade and 
two computer system purchases. 

Council Order of business
Council approved a contract with PCI Mechanical Services, •	
Topeka to replace the chiller that provides air conditioning 
for the sanctuary, Fellowship Hall and all classrooms. 
The chiller, in the fenced area east of the driveway, was 
installed in 1992 and has long outlived its life expectancy. 
Should the unit fail, a replacement would take at least 
three months or most of a cooling season. Last September, 
Council approved a contract with Latimer Sommers & 
Associates to provide engineering services, coordinate 
bids and oversee demolition and installation of a new 
unit. Three bids were submitted ranging from $265,000 
to $191,000 with PCI Mechanical Services submitting the 
lowest bid. Latimer Sommers recommended this bid and 
strongly endorsed PCI Mechanical for the project based 
on previous experience with similar installations. The 
bid includes complete removal of the existing unit and 
concrete slab, new concrete base, installation of new chiller 
in the present location, and all controls and connections to 

interior piping. Connecting lines will be through the culvert 
now under the driveway without any excavation of the 
driveway. Installation of the new unit to be completed by 
mid-March 2021 and available for the cooling season. Cost 
to remove existing fence and new fence are not included 
in the bid.  Previous year surplus funds of $107,000 and 
current year estimated surplus of $80,000+ will cover 
major portions of the cost with the remaining amount from 
undesignated bequests or donations.    

A contract with Capitol View Masonry, Topeka, was also •	
approved to replace tile on the west exterior wall of the 
sanctuary.  Weather and age are causing tiles to separate 
and fall from the wall. All tile will be removed and replaced 
with stone similar to the other exterior stone on the 
building. Contract is $10,625 and will be paid from Thrivent 
Choice Dollar donations. 

upcoming Voters Meeting
The Annual Voters Meeting is set for Sunday, Jan 31 at •	
12:15pm in the sanctuary. Lunch will not be served.

Monetary Drop Box for members
To assist our members with dropping off money •	
(payments, donations not collected in offering plate, etc) 
when there isn't anyone in the office or after hours, there 
is now a locked wall box located in the education wing 
hallway next to the name tags. Please utilize the available 
envelopes and specify your name, amount and reason for 
donation or payment (i.e. adult education book, youth trip 
deposit). If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact Sue Francik in the office.

Prayer Shawls bless both giver and receiver
During these times, prayer has become 
an even greater presence in our lives. For 
those suffering life changing or terminal 
illnesses, prayer is constant. 

A prayer shawl is a visual and tactile 
reminder of God’s presence with you. 
He hears your cries, and will answer 
according to his will. Wrapping a prayer 
shawl around you can remind you that 
you are always in God’s arms.

Faith has had a prayer shawl ministry, 

although even before the pandemic, 
it was not as active as it has been in 
the past. We are still continuing to give 
shawls to members at Faith, and also to 
the babies in the congregation for their 
baptism. We’d like to be able to keep it 
going by finding more people who can 
make these shawls.

Knitting or crocheting at home is the way 
we are doing this, rather than meeting 
together. Do you knit or crochet? If you 

are wanting to learn, we are not able 
to teach people face-to-face right now, 
but the Topeka and Shawnee Co. Public 
Library has kits you can borrow to learn, 
or you can watch one of the many how-to 
videos online. (Didn’t you say you wanted 
to try something new this year?)

Susan Thowe is the contact, 785-969-
4342, or srthowe@gmail.com. She is 
willing to share whatever information, or 
answer any questions that she can.



CHILDrEn (preschool - grade 5) 

Sunday School •	  In-person class continues Sunday 
mornings at 11:00 for PS-5th grade in Room 202.

WOW•	  after a holiday break, activities resume Jan 6 and 
every Wednesday with a meal at 5:15, activities from 6-7pm. 
1|6 - "Escape to Egypt" . Sloppy Joes, chips, veggies, grapes, 
Rice Krispy treats
1|13 - "A Light to the Nations" . Mac-n-cheese, chicken 
strips, corn, strawberries, cupcakes 
1|20 - "Love Your Enemies" . Baked chicken, mashed 
potatoes/gravy, green beans, bananas, brownies
1|27 - "Do Not Worry" . Soup, grilled cheese sandwich, chips, 
veggies, peaches/pears, pudding cups

JunIOr  yOuTH (grades 6-8)
Mystery Event •	  Saturday, Jan 9, 5:30-10:30pm at Faith.  
Join us for a themed event night with three different phases, 
challenging students to work in small groups, develop 
strategies, and think critically.

Hosting Coffee Fellowship  •	 Sunday, Jan 3 from 8:30-
11:00am, baking scones and rolls to raise trip funds. 

SEnIOr  yOuTH (grades 9-12)
Mystery Event  •	 Saturday, Jan 16, 5:30-10:30pm at Faith. 
Our event will have three different phases, each of which 
will challenge students to think critically and work as a team.

Hosting Coffee Fellowship  •	 on Jan 17 from 8:30-
11:00am, baking scones and rolls to raise trip funds. 

aLL  yOuTH (grades 6-12)
Summer trips  •	 Registration is opening soon for our 
Junior Youth and Senior Youth summer trips. Watch your 
email for more information on how and when to register.

yOung aDuLTS (ages 18-25)

Small Group   •	 Resumes on Sunday evenings at 6:30 pm 
at Johnny's Tavern (29th & Fairlawn). The group will begin a 
study on the book of Romans.
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Senior SaintS for retired members 

Thursday, Jan 21
11:30am  .  Fellowship Hall
Join us for a lunch and speaker (TBD). Please RSVP to 
the church office.

Ministry to KIDS. yOuTH. 
Heather McCormick, director of youth & family ministry  

Hannah Elsey, children's ministry

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Birthdays
1 Ethan Herrick
1 Scott Hudson
1 David McGuigan
2 Nancy Kinney
2 Marcene Lesslie
2 Kevin Maxwell
2 Jane Schaible
2 Steve Tilton
2 Randy Williams
3 Karen Elsen
3 Kelsey Howe
3 Rachel Smelter
4 Katherine Jesseph
5 Natalie Hogg
5 Merrilee Kuhn
5 Tom Pufahl

5 Susan Thowe
5 Melissa Wills
6 Marge Carver
6 Ella Dittmer
6 Joy Lester
7 Aaron Dunton
7 Ethan Dunton
7 Scott Grotbeck
7 Corry Hogg
7 Scott Leonard
8 Judie Mlynek
8 Paxton Moran
9 Izzy Estes
10 Donna Craft
10 Owen Reetz
10 Codi Spiker
11 Colleen Lippe
11 Katie Mize

11 Kevin Robertson
11 Bryce Stallons
12 Karen Brumleve
12 Kelly Landman
12 Judy Moss
12 Paul Roberts
12 Aidyn Schultz
13 Marita Gabler
13 Paige Heine
13 Kendall Michalski
13 Kayson Neddermeyer
14 Lori Hennessey
14 Adison Stallons
15 Ashley McCallister
15 Brittny Mueller
15  Diane Taylor
16 Hal Hudson
16 Nels Huesers
16 Mysti Hummell
16 Phyllis Ladner
16 Clayton Schultz
17 Marcy Bilynsky
17 Pastor Jacob Heine
17 Hank Hudson

17 Lexi Smith
18 Ian Johnson
18 Lisa Schmitt
19 Brian Boyer
19 Tim Lyle
20 Lacey Greene
20 Tracy Leonard
20 Jeremy Neeley
21 Denise Grotbeck
21 Heidi Mark
21 Kathy Thomason
22 Amanda Crawford
24 Carrie Moran
24 Jaxon Moran
24 Carolyn Schneider
25 Hannah Elsey
25 John Falk
25 Elizabeth Fruendorfer
25 Brenda Perry
25 Phil Theimer
26 Alissa Gaps
26 Don Mellring
26 JoAnn Schick
26 Hannah Wilson

27 Jim Bradshaw
27 Josie Marchant
27 Beulah Tenbrink
27 Judy Thompson
28 Bryce Liedtke
28 Idonna Rogge
29 Darlene Miller
29 Pantha Solie
30 Allen Corzine
30 Ginny Falk
30 Greg Johnson
30 Jan Rankin
31 Brynne Liedtke

Anniversaries
4 Roger & Vickie Brokke 
4 Darrel & Kim Savage
14 Tim & Marian Bolz
20 Bob & Muriel Bartlow
20 Ernie & Connie Gerhardt
20 Rusty & Marilyn Hilderman
29 Corry & Mike Hogg
30 David & Debbie Howland
31 Betty & Mike Deiter 



CAMPAIGN NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2021

A PRAYER
Lord God, whose we are and Whom we serve. You have redeemed us with the blood of your Son, Jesus
Christ and know that You continue to watch over all that we say and do. We pray that You would richly
bless our school, the principal and teachers, the support staff and especially our children that You have
given to us to bring up in the knowledge of You and the saving work that Your Son, Jesus Christ has done
for all of us. As we enter a new year this month, we thank You for keeping us safe this past year and ask
that you would guard, direct and guide all our doings as we live now here on earth, but look forward to
being with You in heaven at the end of our lives. All this we ask in Christ’s Holy Name, Amen.

TOTAL COMMITMENTS

STAY UP-TO-DATE WITH TOPEKA LUTHERAN 

SHOWING OUR APPRECIATION

Capital Campaign (GGC) Fund
Total Amount Committed:  $831,413
Total Pledged Gifts Received: $503,505
New Donors + New Gifts: 7

DOUBLE OUR DONORS
Our goal is to increase the number of pledged gifts to
238 or more by Spring 2021. Any amount of gift is
welcome! Make your gift on-line for your convenience!
Go to www.topekalutheran.org/capital campaign tab to
learn more!

Christmas Music Concerts from TLS straight to your living room. Each classroom was highlighted with
a video of each grade celebrating the birth of Jesus in a live concert! 
Enjoy chapel every Wednesday morning at 8:10 a.m. via Facebook Live.

Did you know that TLS has a very active Facebook page? Check it regularly to enjoy online events,
fundraisers and images of student life throughout the year. 
TLS Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/Topeka-Lutheran-School-324452917757164/

Thank you to those who participated in the recent Prayer Vigil. Thank you to Mr. Isaac Taylor for
making the on-line option available for those who preferred to remain in their homes.
Thank you to those who recently responded with gifts to the Giving Tuesday and Double Our Donor
campaigns and with special gifts, totalling $24,515 in new gifts and/or pledges.
Thank you to the anonymous donors who shared gifts for the new outdoor TLS sign expenses. Thank
you to Mr. Grass for his work on sanding and repainting the cross.
And thank you to those who shared gifts (to date $2500) to help with expenses for the new Outdoor
Wildcat Lab (OWL). Thank you to Mr. Zach Snethen for leading this project.

Thank you everyone - thank you so much!

SUPPORT TOPEKA LUTHERAN TODAY! CLICK TO DONATE.
https://www.topekalutheran.org/pledge-tracker
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Capital Campaign
January uPDaTE 

Doorstep, with the support of Topeka 
congregations, continues to provide 
services to our neighbors in need.

THanK yOu
The Doorstep staff and volunteers 
would like to thank everyone who 
donated to Doorstep during the 
holiday season. Even in these difficult 
times when need has been so 
great, Doorstep was able to provide 
Christmas food and gifts to 260 
families in Topeka. 

In 2021, Doorstep’s staff and a 
handful of dedicated volunteers 
will continue to provide community 
services through telephone 
consultation. The food pantry and 
the clothing room will be available by 
appointment.

Finally, pray for Doorstep- its staff, 
volunteers and clients, as our 
community struggles through these 
challenging days.

SOuPErBOWL
Every year, in anticipation of the 
Super Bowl, Feb. 7, supporting 
churches are invited to donate cans 
of soup and crackers. This ‘Souper 
Bowl’ helps restock the food pantry. 
A can of soup can be a welcome 
meal on cold days. Please remember 
Doorstep when grocery shopping, 
and pick up a few items for your 
neighbors in need. 

All donations can be brought to 
church and left in the Doorstep box 
located in the Gathering Nook. 
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Circles meet for Bible study and fellowship: 
Eve Circle.  Monday, Jan 11 at 7:00pm in the church 
parlor. Contact Nancy (273-6569) or Sherrie (506-5764).  
[How they serve: Helps with various receptions, as needed.]

Ruth Circle.  Wednesday, Jan 13 at 9:30am in the church 
parlor. Contact Brenda Reynolds, 785-437-2050. 
[How they serve: Coordinates Prayer Chain and assists with 
receptions and funeral meals.]

Hannah Circle.  Date TBD. Contact Karen Brumleve,   
230-7967. [How they serve: Visits new moms with a meal and 
the Cradle Roll birth packet.]

Deborah Circle. Tentative plans for an "electronic 
meeting". Contact Karen Peterson, 232-5330, for more 
details.  [How they serve: Assists with funeral meals.]

During 2020, Circle members adapted, meeting outdoors, 
via Zoom and stayed connected with email and phone calls. 
We've continued our Bible studies and fellowship, too. 
Members also collected items for Doorstep using Thrivent 
Action Team funds, made “caring mugs” for Faith staff and 
mailed cards to shut-in members of Faith. We hope to resume 
our regular meetings soon! 

LWr Quilters   Join the group to sew on the simple quilts in 
the parlor on Mondays, Jan 11 and 25, starting at 9 a.m.

Mites|Mission Projects  Our two-year mission goal was 
announced at the Virtual Convention in June.  Our new goal 
is $43,000 and includes KansaSeed and Topeka Lutheran 
School, each receiving $5,000. Please continue to fill your Mite 
boxes for future projects.

Ingathering for Doorstep  LWML members from Eve 
Circle met to sort and sack items for Doorstep client's 
Christmas packages. With donations of toiletries, towels and 
blankets, they were able to help those in need this year.

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

Psa lm 95 : 1

Chuck & Ann Jedele •  (former members)  
10819 W Kent St, Wichita KS 67209

address changes.   

Contemporary Service Teams:
1|3 -   TLS|Francik
1|10 -  Huesers|Moran
1|17 -  Bartling
1|24 -   Saunders
1|31 -   TLS|Francik

Spiritual Life|Communion:

8:00 -Doug Helmke (SLL),         
Judy Hamilton, Jane Schaible, 
Dick Laird       

11:00 - Rod Bleich (SLL),         
Dave Wodtke, Michael 
Brumleve, Daniel Domingo

Traditional Head Ushers:
8:00 -  TBD
11:00 -  TBD

Lay Readers [8 .11]:
1|3 - Jane Schaible  
 Elaine Eggold
1|10 - Shari Albrecht  
 Sherrie Dick
1|17 - Claire Banion  
 Karen Brumleve
1|24 - Jane Schaible  
 Elaine Eggold
1|31 - Shari Albrecht  
 Sherrie Dick

Acolytes [8 . 9:30 . 11]:
1|3 - Hayden Saunders
 Logan Glinka
 Sam Francik
1|10 - Natalie Hogg
 Jacob Marchant
 Julianne Marichal
1|17 - Luke Robinson
 Trenton Rollenhagen
 Aidyn Schultz
1|24 - Kaydee Wills
 Hannah Heine
 Lucas Marichal

1|31 - Zek Moore
 Hayden Saunders
 Logan Glinka

Altar Guild:
Connie Crowder, Pam 
Boetcher, Karen Brumleve 
(prep); Larry & Caryn Sheets 
(covering)

Money Counters:
Jim & Lynn Janousek,         
Brian Boyer, Darlene Harvey

January Schedule of Serving.   

Ella Rodehorst •  11/18
Alton Barnhill •  12/1
Evelyn Waak•   12/4
Nadine Barnhill•   12/17
Bob Onek•   12/17

Member deaths.   
Jeremy & Lynette Chada, • 
Audrey, KellyAnn, Miriam, 
Delaney

removed by request.

blocked for on-line viewing



T.I.M. Missionary serving in Czech republic
Faith is currently supporting a Together-In-Missions LCMS missionary Benjamin 
Helge. He recently sent an update on how he is serving our Lord in Havirov-
Sumbark. Here is an excerpt from his newsletter (read the whole update with lots of 
photos on Faith's website > ministries > service & outreach): 

"Even though the Czech Republic doesn't celebrate Thanksgiving in an American 
way, every year, I end up celebrating at least a few times, much more than I would in 
the US. However, I am grateful for this, for the opportunity to share traditions, invite 
people into my life and share the Good News. Read on to learn about the creative 
ways Thanksgiving happened during the pandemic. This Thanksgiving as well as 
everyday, I thank God for you, my faithful readers, prayer warriors and supporters. 
Thank you for your continued prayers, encouragement and support as we do all this 
for the sake of sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ."

Our support for TIM is given through our general budget which is funded through 
your offering. Thank you for your generosity and keep Missionary Helge in your 
prayers as he spreads the love of God around the world.

The church office will be closed Jan 1 (new years) & Jan 18 (MLK)
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LEaD STaFF.

Jacob Heine, senior pastor
 PastorHeine@faithlutherantopeka.com

Martin Albrecht, assistant pastor
 PastorMartin@faithlutherantopeka.com

Heather McCormick, dir. of youth/family ministry
 DCEHeather@faithlutherantopeka.com

Hannah Elsey, children's ministry  
HannahElsey@faithlutherantopeka.com

SuPPOrT STaFF.

[firstlastname]@faithlutherantopeka.com

Don Bartling, administrative support   

Sharon Lowe, receptionist/office assistant

Linda Meyer, communications/cont. worship

Sue Francik, bookkeeper/ministry coordinator

Linda Laird, organist/music director
 MASL6@cox.net

auxILIary.
Jeff Lane, lay deacon
 LaneJeff6850@yahoo.com

Mary Shaw, parish assistant
 MJShaw929@gmail.com

Pat Schultz, RN, parish nurse
 TiredMomPLS@aol.com

CHurCH OFFICE HOurS.
 Mon - Fri  8:00am to 4:30pm (closed noonhour)

 Sunday 9-9:30 and 10:30-11:00am

SunDay WOrSHIP.
 8:00*  | 11:00am - Traditional style
 9:30* - Contemporary style  
 3:00pm - for the Deaf and hard of hearing 

              (via KansaSEED Facebook live)
 * also live-streamed on Facebook and 

available after on our website

EDuCaTIOn OPPOrTunITIES.
 Sundays: 9:30 (adults)  11:00 (all ages)
 WOW Wednesdays: 5:15-7pm (Sept-Apr)

The Messenger is mailed monthly to all 
members. February edition deadline is         
Jan 21. Send to Editor Linda Meyer. 

Faith Lutheran Church
1716 SW Gage Boulevard
Topeka, Kansas 66604

p. 785.272.4214
f.  785.271.0974
e. office@faithlutherantopeka.com

FaithLutheranTopeka.org
Follow us on FACEBooK:
  Faith Lutheran Church-Topeka


